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! SPECIAL CORRESP DENT
¢ BENGALURU o

- mission (CWC) has ap-
: proved the feasibility re-
. port of . the ' 'mearly
16 OOO-crore
| multipurpose  “ project
- across the Cauvery that en-

. visages supplying drinking

- water to Bengaluru and Ra-

. managaram districts, be-

'sides generation of power.

. The CWC has asked the
| Karnataka government, in
! principle, to prepare and

' submit a detailed pmJect

: Teport (DPR).

. Whileit was concelved in
2 .2013 the State Cabmet had

Mekedatu

v'The pro;ect envisages

supplying drmkmgwaterto =
Bengaluru and Ramanagaram

: dlstrlct

CWC glves nod for fe331b111ty
‘reporton N ekedatu pr()Ject

: Wont affect release 0 Cauvery Waier {0 TN says Kamataka

m Ramanagaram

- The project, however,

ran into a controversy after
- Tamil Nadu opposed it on
- the grounds that it violated
“the Cauvery Water Dlsputes :
“ Tribunal award.

“This is the first ﬁdow

“ to the State’s effort. The
- project will not come in the
‘way of releasing stipulated =
quantum of water to Tamil
‘Nadu nor will it be used for

. irrigation purposes,” Water

‘in February 2017, dec1ded

to implement the project

 that involves bulldmg ofa
~ ‘balancing TeServoir across
; ’the Cauvery near Kanakap—

Resources Mlmster D.K.

- Shivakumar said on Tues-
_day. “We are ready to hold
_ talks with Tamil Nadu on
this,” he said.
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a farm story

)

Fanners issues W111 hkely play akeyrole as MP votes today. While the current narrative is of farm chstress
ShIVl‘a_] Smgh Chouhan'’s tenure has mostly c01nc1ded w1th a remarkable transformatlon in the sector

MADHYA PRADESH

NOVEMBER 28

HARISH DAMODARAN
BHOPAL, NOVEMBER 27

'WHETHER OR not Shivraj Singh Chouhan re-
‘turnsas Madhya Pradesh’s Chief Minister af-
ter Wednesday's vote, he will probably go
-down as someone who has steered through
an agricultural and rural transformation of
his state no less remarkable thanwhat Partap
Singh Kairon accomplished in post-
Independence Punjab. And ironically, much
of Chouhan'sachievements came during the
period whenthe Congress-led UPA, andnot
his own BJP, was in power at the Centre.
Consider the followmg 2

Procurement CEi fratg et
Till the 2006-07 crop year, procurement
of wheatin MP rarely crossed 5 lakh tonnes
(It). By 2011-12, that had reached 85 It and
MP so0n overtook Haryana as the largest
contributor tothe central pool after Punjab.
Chouhan'sgovernmentnotonly putin place
an effective procurement system — including
registering farmers prior to the marketing
season and informing them via SMS when
to bring their'erop tothe mandis to-avoid
overcrowding — butalso began to pay a
bonus of Rs 100 per quintal over and above
the Centre's minimum support price (MSP)

* from 2007-08, and enhanced it to Rs

150/quintal from2012-13,

Assured government procurement at
MSP plus bonus led to MP's wheat output
more than doubling from 62 It in 2005-06
(when Chotthan firstbecame CM)to over 145
It in 2011-12. The reported increase there-
after, to 200-2101t levels, isdisputed by.econ-

.. omists like Ashok Gulati, who point out that

there has been no commensurate increasein
procurement —which hasactually fallen af-
ter 2011-12 (see chart). But they, too, agree
that MPhas seen a significant productionrev-
olution,evenif the state government’s num-

.. bers forrecentyears are somewhat inflated.

Irrigation
Until 2009-10; govemment canals in MP

7 -1mgated barely8lakh hectares(lh)duringthe

.12003-04 . 148980 1| 29392
2004-05 | 484" 151877 1 83733 |- A
~ 2005-06 | Neglighle |’ 121395 | 23202
2006-07 | 057 - |4is0483 | 2487
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12008-00 {1968 1 1 dlzodz00 |t2ana0
200910 |'3538 12285511 | 3
201011 | 4985 | o227 ;
20112 8493 . [14544 . |e167  |2mas00 |
11201213 | 6355 fpay 35601
- 201374 (| 7004 666,91
201415 | 7309 | 854871
- 2015416 (:39.92 1820819
120167 1 |iB7.25 208483
20178 | 7287 807660 /| 72958 |+ | 2342010
*Average, Ind ) Not Avallable
*Source:MF t 0 Indlia; T

rabi winter season, when farmers gmw n'ops
suchdswheat, chana (chickpea),masur (lentil)
and mustard. Over the nextfive years, the irri-
gated area trebled to nearly 24 1hand reached
26.51h in'2016-17.The expansion was only
partlydue tonewinvestments. Equallyimpor-

~tant was the focus on completing unfinished

last-mile projectsand improving utilisation of
existing irrigation potential, through timely
maintenance and concrete liningof canals.

- ““We enforced three basicrules. First, the
canals had to operate at full-supply level
(whichrequired desilting, cleaning and fixing
breaches before the season). Second, all farm-
erswere to be treated equally, with water re-
lease by:strict rotation. Everybody got water
foroneirrigation. If the reservoirshad enough
water at the end of the monsoon, they could
do three more irrigations. If the water levels
were only 60%;it was 1+2and if40%, then1+1;

whereas earlier it was being mostly used up
by those at the head end,” said Radheshyam
Julaniya, additional chiefsecretaryatthe state’s
Water Resources Department.

_Electricity

‘Besides canals, the govemment mcreased
the outstanding power connections forirriga-
tionpumpsfrom 1321 lakhin2010-11 to 1838
lakhin2013-14,and 24.81 lakhin2016-17.This

- We also launched a scheme to convertabout
five lakh temporary irrigation power connec-

Ruralroads
“Third,thetailend farmerswould getwaterfirst, . -
‘habitations with 250-plus. popﬁ]anon

- was accompanied by feeder separation.

Farmers now got three-phase full-yoltage
power torun theirmotors for8-10 hoursdaily
ataflatannual rate of Rs 1,400 per horsepower.

This power was supplied through a separate
feeder, with electricity forregular domesticuse

metered and made available for24 hours.* -
_'Theideawastoimproveaccessto electric-

‘ity; while ensuring it did not result in overex-

ploitation of groundwater by farmers.In2017,

tions into permanent, and have already done
itfor1.51akh,” said Rajesh Rajora, principal sec-
Tetary, Agriculture Department. .

Julaniyaand Rajoraareseen asbeinglargely
‘responsiblefor heraldingMP's. agncultuxa] and
rural transformauon mlderchcuhan

“In April 2000, out of MP!s 42, 961 :ural ?
25,835 (60%) had no pucca all-weather road
connectivity. That number today is down to
4,772 (11%), courtesy the Centre's Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojanaand the Chouhan
;government’s Mukhyamantri Gram Sadak
Yojanato connect villages not covered by the
former. Good bituminous or gravel surfaced
roads have made it easier forfarmers to
transport their produce by tractors to mandis.

Rural houses

MP has also been the leaderin lmp]e-
menting the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin. Out of the 66.04 lakh rural houses
built since April 2017, MP alone has ac-
counted for 1141 lakh, ahead of West Bengal
(9.97 lakh), Uttar Pradesh (8.74 lakh), Odisha
(714]akh)and Bihar(5.77lakh). The benefi-
‘ciaries/— each having a minimum 269-
‘square foot pucca house with toilet; electric-
ity and LPG connection —are from less
well-off rural families,

Fadmg boom

* Theinteresting part, though, is that MP's
emergence as an agricultural powerhouse
under:Chouhan — similar to Punjab or
Haryana under Kairon and Bansi Lalrespec-
tively — happened mainly during the UPA’s

“time at the Centre. This period coincided
~ withhighinternational prices for agricultural

‘commodities. Itallowed the Centre to double

- the MSPof wheat fromRs 700toRs 1,400 per
+ rquintal between 2005-06 and 2013-14, with

Chouhan’s government declaringa bonuson
top. Average realisations from soyabean, the
other important crop of MP, nearly trebled
because of rising export demand for its de-
oiled cake/meal. The bestindicator of the ru-
‘ral prosperity that ensued wasintractorsales

+ —these grew from roughly 25,000 units a
*year in the pre-Chouhan era to 87,831 in
- 2013-14, making MP India’s largest tractor

marketafter UP.

The good times ended in2014- 15 whxch
witnessed a global agri-commodity crash.
TheNarendra Modi-led BP government kept

+MSP hikes in check and, in June 2014, disal-

flowed announcement of bonuses by states.

- With prices of soyabean and other,crops, too,

falling — demonetisation only made things
worse — farmers have experienced a dip in
fortunes, which has also been reflected in
tractor sales. Some of the resultant anger
spilled on to the streets in June 2017, when
police resorted to firing on farmers at
Mandsaur.

- Since then, there have been efforts at pla-
cation; especially from the Chouhan govern-
‘mentthroughrestoration of wheatbonus (at

- Rs200andRs 265/quintal forthe 2016-17 and

2017-18 crops)and the Bhavantar scheme to
pay farmers the difference between the MSP
andmarket price for other crops.

“Mama (Chouhan)is the best chief: min-
ister we have had, but he did more for us

“when Manmohan (Singh), not Modi, ruled

in Delhi,” said Radheshyam Devaram Jat, a
50-acre farmer from Ratatalai village of
Harda district. {



News iterr?letter/articl_e/editorial Published ong\..@ l] z

lo)E..

" Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald
The Times of India (A

. m the
Hindustan Times ‘
Statesman

The Time of India (New Delhi)

Indian Express
Tribune

industan (Hindi)
Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The.Hindu (New Delhi) Business standard
Raijasthan Patrika (Hindi) . The Economic Times

EMISSION GAP IN CLIMATE BIS&STE

and documem‘ed at Bha g

LS

1"No. of countries

L whi
peaked or are \
9

“| committed
| to peaking

| » Global GHG emissions -
reached historic levels at
53.5 GtCO2e (gigatonnes of
‘carbon dioxide equivalent)
> It'sanincrease 0f 0.7
GtCO2e compared with2016

> Global emissions recorded

increase in 2017 after three
years of stabilisation

/"> Global emissions need
- | topeak and decline rapidly
- | thereafter to limit average

warming to below 2 degrees

Cand1. S degree C by 2100

| Where do G20 countnes (78% of globa!  emissions) stand?
_Share of global emission (%) 1n2017

China _26-8
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Russia A 4.6 udi Arabia, Turkey,
Japan B3 I
Brazil g 2.3
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| %ofglobal
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Peaking of GHG emlsswn status

2000
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arbon foetprmt’

Vishwa.Mohan
- @timesgroup.com

. New Delhi:Global emissions
! continueto be high asmostco-
- untries arenot on track to cut

“their carbon footprint as per
their pledges of climate “ac-

tion, the United Nations Envi- .
. ronment Programme (UNEP) :

said in its flagship ‘emission

. gap ’ reporton Tuesday.

Highlighting the gap in

-~ their actions, thereportsaid
“ countries must raise their

ambition by 3x (three times)

| to meet the 2 degree Celsius

target and 5x (five times) to
meet the 1.5 degree Celsius

| targetascontinuation of the
i ‘current trend was likely to

- century, with

-mely unlikely that the 230

l

result in global warming of
around 3°C by the end of the
continued
temperaturerises after that.
“If the emissions gap is
notclosed by 2030, itisextre-

temperature goal can stillbe
reached (by 2100),” the re-
port said in a warningto.co-

untries in the backdrop of
the recent IPCC special re-
port which quantified how
disastrous the situation wo-
11ld be if the world didn’t ta-
“keurgent, drasticand large-
scale action to keep war-

‘ming within1.5°C by 2100.

. The UNEP annually pre-
»sents a definitive assessment
report of - the so-called ‘emis-
‘sions gap’ —the gap between

 anticipated emission levels in
+9030 compared to levels con-

sxstentmﬂlaZ"C/Ls"Ctarget

- Evidence outlined in the
report, released in Paris fo-
ur days before the start of
the UN climate conference
(COP24), showed global
emissions had reached his-
toric levels at 53.5 GtCO:e,
with no signs of peaking —
the point when emissions
switch from increasing to
decreasing. ‘Authors asses-

_sed that only 57 countries

(representing 60% of global
‘emissions) were on track to
do so by 2030.

‘Full report on Www.toL.in
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Water crisis looms
~large, govt plans to

Image for representation

DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Gujarat government’s sen-
ior ministers held a meeting
on Monday to discuss ways
to address the looming wa-
ter crisis in the state. This
year’s rainfall deficit in the
state and in the catchment
area of the Narmada river
poses the greatest challenge
ahead the government. The
government has, therefore,
decided to fill the dams in
Saurashtra and North Guja-
rat regions to keep reserve
stock of water for drinking
purpose.

A senior minister on con-
dition of anonymity said,
“The looming water crisis
situation is very worrying.
Gujarat has very limited
stock of water in Sardar Sa-
rovar Dam reservoir and the
water shortage may become
more intense after Decem-
ber. We have decided to fill
dams in different regions
first so that drinking water
stock can be assured.”

“We have also assessed
other sources of water that
can be used, but our plans
suffered because of poor
rainfall in the state. Re-
charge of groundwater is
almost nil so the state will
have to remain totally de-
prendent on Narmada water
that is only 1.10 million acre
feet (MAF), made available
to the state by Narmada Con-
trol Authority (NCA) as per

TRADING WATER

Gujarat has borrowed
0.20 MAF water from
Rajasthan and 0.13 MAF
from Maharashtra iast
year. In total, there will
be a shortfall of around
1.17 MAF water stock in
Gujarat this year

water sharing formula
among partner states.”

The NCA has sanctioned
6.80 MAF stock of water to
Gujarat. Out of which, 2.54
MAF water has already been
used and 4 MAF water will
be given to farmers for irri-
gation in Ravi crop season.
Gujarat has borrowed 0.20
MAF water from Rajasthan
and 0.13 MAF from Maha-
rashtra last year. In total,
there will be a shortfall of
around 1.17 MAF water
stock in Gujarat this year.

A senior official from the
government who was pre-
sent at the meeting said:
“The state received almost
25% less rainfall this year
and the demand for irriga-
tion water has increased by
20% in recent times. The
government is seriously
concerned the Lok Sabha
polls as the same may fall in
summers when the water
crisis is generally at its
peak. This was one of the
concerns expressed by the
ministers at the meeting.”
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that it was on the request of .
the state government that .

licWorks epartment suffered

~ majorlosses dueto damages
ads and brldg S

-The total losses on this

. accounthave been accessed

] ;}of landslides .and 34 ‘cloud-

. burstshavebeenreported in
_ thestate. The Irrigation and
' Public Health department
* suffered losses worth Rs 430

i crqre,whlle Rs130.37 crore

bursts and Iqad accadents

mconvemenoeto the general
publicaswell as tourists vis-

Thakur said thatas many
] persons were rescued

mmendformaxunumsup-

portfromthe; governmentof
India keeping in view the
gravity of losses and damages
suﬁered by the state which
the last:10

pecial Secret v :
nue and Disaster Manage-
ment Authority DC Rana
detailed about the losses to
1he state dunng onsoon
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“ =« Trail of destruction: on damages caused by
Cyclone Gaja

The extent of damage caused by Cyclone Gaja is much worse than what was
believed earlier

It is now becoming clear that ¢ yvclone Gaja is a major disaster. and its economic impact in
Tamil Nadu is comparable to that of the tsunami of 2004. The devastation suffered by tens of
thousands of people in several districts of the State has been severe. going well beyond the
annual storm season losses. In the initial days after November 16, when the cyclone struck,
the State heaved a sigh of relief since the death toll was relatively low. But it is now clear
that the suffering, the loss. and the displacement in large parts of Tiruvarur. Nagapattinam,
Thanjavur and Pudukottai districts is of an enormous magnitude. Communitics in the
atlected areas are distraught as houses have collapsed, farms lie ruined. water sources are
contaminated and electricity supply remains disrupted. Many areas remain inaccessible
because fallen trees have blocked roads. In its report to the Centre. the Tamil Nadu
government has estimated the number of people rendered homeless at 3.7 lakh. and houses -
destroyed at 3.4 lakh. The cyclone has crippled agriculture and livelihoods in a fertile region,
felling thousands of productive trees and killing livestock. Between 60% and 80% of the
coconut trees in the region have fallen, hobbling Tamil Nadﬁ's farmers, who contribute a
quarter of India’s coconuts with the highest unit yield. Unlike paddy or many other crops.
bringing coconut plantations back to life will take years.

The top priority for the Tamil Nadu government should be to restore administrative systems
and service delivery in the affected areas. Only with physical access. electricity connections
and public health facilities can effective relief work be undertaken. Solar power can get
public facilities running overnight. It is equally important to assure the large number of
stricken farmers that there will be a moratorium on any agricultural loans that they have
taken, while a fair compensation scheme is prepared. Many of them have invested in trees
and livestock expecting long-term returns, but have been rendered paupers overnight. The
Tamil Nadu government has given the Centre a memorandum seeking nearly 215,000 crore
for restoration. rehabilitation and mitigation. besides 1,431 crore for immediate relief work.
The State’s requirements should be met in full. It is also worth pointing out that farm
insurance under the Centre’s Fasal Bima Yojana covers only food crops. oilseeds and annual
horticultural crops, making extraordinary compensation for farmers important. The average
citizen is also keen on contributing money and material to the relief effort. as the experience
with the Kerala floods shows. What she wants to see is administrative efficiency in
rebuilding the shattered districts. Officials should not wait for people to launch protests
before coming up with a response. Cyclone Gaja has wrought terrible devastation, and the

relief programme must match it in scale.
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SANJEEVKUMAR

Amid concern over risingp

lution in riversand curbille:
gal mining, the Himachal
Pradesh governmenthas con-
stituted a committee to pre-
pare action plan to make

es. VIRIAES ] e 7
“Thedirectionsto constitute
River Rejuvenation Commit-

.al Green Tribunal, Addition-.

al Chief Secretary, Environ-
“ ment, Science and Technol- .

ogy, RD Dhiman said.
“The committeeswill work
to improve the condition of

' Nagar, Beas river from Kullu

¥

essingfacilities, quantifica-

tion'and characterisation of
solid waste, trade and sewage * .1
 generated in the catchment -

.area of pollutedriver stretch-
s, g

relating to ground water extrac-
ion, -adopting good irriga-
tion practices, protectionand
‘management of Flood Plain

1 £
even rivers, Sukhana river
Markand

er from Kala Amb to
. Narayanpurstretch, Sirsariver I
(from Nalagarh to Solan), = into factc ifi : aphade
Ashwani along Yashwant  tion of polluting ;sources jould also aim to
including functioning .and ‘maintain minimum enyi-
status of Sewerage Treatment - onmental flow of river and

ts (STPs), EffluentTreat- plantationonbothsidesofthe

t Plants (ETPs), Com iver.’ e i
‘moneffluent Treatment Plants

esting and: ground whter

to Dehragopipur, Giri along
Sainj area and Pabbar along
SRohru. ey ek s
he RRC .and SESTE has

OT s Ay U
The government would

[been entrusted with taskofpre- - (CETP) and solid waste man et up biodiversity parks on
“'pare actionplanswithintwo -agement. - ‘flood plains by removing

'montb;fonbﬂngingant}xepol~ ' 0t will also look into .pro- “‘encroachment as it is ‘also

Furthermore, the issues -

, Tain water har-:

1arging would also be -
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repar

by the Committeewould focus
on proper interception and
diversion of sewage carrying
‘drains to STPsand emphasis
‘wouldbelaid on utilisation of

treated sewage S0 as to min-
~ imise extraction of ground

ehuiier surface
- water. N L

~ The action plan would
- have speedy; definite or spe-
cific timelines for execution
of steps. The committees
would make use offunds after
‘pooling resources, utilising

- funds from state budget, local.

- bodies, State Pollution Con-

trol Board and outof Central
o Sl - tributesignificantlyfor thesuc-

pollution from sectors like
vehicular pollution, indus-
trial pollution,,dust pollu- .

' “tion, construction activities,

_garbage burning, agricultur-
~al pollutionincluding pollu-
~tion will also'be-considered
while making action plan.

~ The action plan prepared
by the committees would be
randomly scrutinised by a
task team of the/Central Pol-
lution Gontrol Board.
- o make the initiatives a
+success, the RRC will invite

“public participation from
- educationalinstitutions; reli-

 glous institutions and com-

_mercial establishments..

‘The committee would
imposefineonpollutersand
reward thosewhowould con-

ess of the project.
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