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. YAMUNA POLLUTION

INGT panel suggests
pits, artificial ponds
foridol immersion

Joydeep Thakur
= joydeep.thakur@htlive.com

*+ NEWDELHE: To bring down post-im-

mersion pollution in ‘the

Yamuna,aNational Green Tribu- .

.‘nal-appointed committee has
. directed authorities in Delhito

explorethe possibility of creating
artificial ponds and pitsin vari-
ouslocalitiesforidolimmersion.
The suggestion—besides oth-
ers such as restricting height of
idolsto a maximum of three feet
— was discussed in a meeting
held in December, 2018 by the
two-member Yamuna pollution
monitoring committee.

“Idol immersion should be.

banned in River Yamuna and
replaced by artificial ponds in
RWAsandonemptylandspace,”
readasuggestionthatcamefrom
the divisional commissionerand

- wasdiscussed in the meeting.

The cuewastakenfrom Surat
in Gujarat, whichrecently setan
example bynotallowinganyidol

“dmmersion in the river Tapi.
" “Accordingtoareport prepared by

the Surat Police Commissioner,
atleast 22 artificial ponds were
created in the city before Gana-
patiimmersion in 2018. Earlier,

" morethan6,000suchidolsusedto

be immersed in the River Tapti

 from33platforms.

“The possibility of using col-
-ony/locality-wise pitsneedstobe
‘discussed and a decision taken.
“Delhi needs to create sufficient

¥

mnotification that immersion
would be permitted only in desig-
nated ponds,” said the monitor-

- ing committee, which hasalready

submitted its comments to the
NGT. ;

Pollution levellnthe Yamuna
‘spikesmanifold after immersions
every year. Tests carried out by
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) after Durga Puja
and Ganesh Pujaimmersionsin
2018revealed thatconcentrations
of chromium, lead, nickel and
mercury among other had shot

‘up several times.

“Simply banningidol immer-
sion in the Yamuna won’t help.
Weneed anintegrated and holis-
tic approach. We have also sug-
‘gested that POP and chemical

~ paints should be banned in idol

making,”said KMahesh, district
magistrate ofeast Delhi, whowas
presentinthemeetingheld by the
monitoring committee.
Governmentauthoritieshave
alsobeenaskedtosendateamto
Surat to see how immersions
could bemanaged duringDurga

Puja and Ganesh Puja to bring

down pollution in the Yamuna .
Riverfrom 2019.

“Itisa welcome move. A sys-
tematic and ‘target oriented
approach rather than knee-jerk
reaction are necessary to bring

+down post-immersion pollution

‘in Yamuna. Theexample of Surat
is worth exploring,” said Manoj
Misra,convenorof Yamuna Jiye
Abhiyan.
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Water Productlon In3Plants
Falls By 30% Due To Dumping +-

‘Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board

(DJIB)will takeHaryanato co-
urt over increased levels of
‘ammonia and industrial pol-
lutantsinthe Yamuna.
“Raw water quality in Del-
hi has been affected time.and
again due to discharge of in-
dustrial waste by Haryana.
This has been a perpetual pro-
blem'and Delhiites suffer due
to it,” DJB vice-chairman Di-
nesh Mohaniya said on Mon-

day. As the problem has again

started impacting the water

supply in the capital, DJBhas

decided to move Delhi high co-
urtforasolution, headded.

The raw water quality at

Wazirabad pond has deteriora-
ted severely since Friday, with

the present ammonia level in

the Yamunaat2.2ppm. DJB can
treat up to 0.9ppm ammonia le-

vels. Hence, the water produc-

tion capacity at Wazirabad,
Chandrawal and Okhla treat-
ment plants has fallen by 30%,
said an official. Further, ratio-
nalisation of drinking water
hasbeen done at other plants.
DJB will plead in HC that
theammonialevelsarealmost
double of what can be treated
at Wazirabad and urgent di-

‘the water can be made
 drinkable at Wazirabad.

- pacted.

-complexes in NDMC areas,has

rections are required to be gi- :
ven to Central Pollution Cont-
rol Board and other respon-
dents to stop it. The Haryana

_ irrigation department direct-

Iy controls the pollutant sour-

. ces and illegal bunds have

recently come up in the chan-
nel DD-8, which can’t be done .
without the department’s
‘consent, an official said refer-
ringto the draft petition.
‘DD-8isachannel through

~which additional water can
- be supplied to Delhi for dilu-
‘ting the pollution — in case
“itcan’tbecontrolled —sothat

Due to high levels of pollu-
tants in the Wazirabad reser-
voir, the command areas, in-
cluding NDMC and other cen-
tral Delhi areas, have been im-
Following the
Supreme Court’s orders, the
reservoir needs to be kept full
at all times to meet Delhi’s
drinking water requirement,
the official said. “The Centre,
with offices -and* residential

been requested to direct Hary- -
‘anatotakeaction,” headded.

sebybottlingplants.

Abhmav Garg@tlmesgroup com

: New,Dellu. Sensing a scam,
‘Delhi Jal Board recently

decided to cancel potable wa-

ter connections to bottling

and water processing plants

.in the capital. DJB took the
step to save water and to

plug gaps that saw private en-

tities bottle Jal Board’s water
_ned to bottling plants selling. .
‘packaged units of water in

by paying a small fee for

- the connection and then sell

itatmore than100% profit.

interfere with themove.
HC in a recent order for-

- ced the owner of a cooling
_plant, challenging the DJB

decision, to withdraw his
plea after the civic agency ex-
plained to the court that the
move will save huge volumes
-of water by ending the misu-

The owner had moved co-
urt challenging a directive by
DJBwhereitsaidthatthereare

a large number of water coo-
~ ling plants, filling and botthng
‘unitsthat sell water illegally in
jars,'cans and glasses in resi-

_Delhi high court has now
_dismissed a challenge to the
- DJB decision and refused to

‘ CokaySt]B step
| to stop water misuse

dential and commerc1al areas.
“Withthegrowingpopula-
tion,DJBhasbeenfacingove-

rallshortage of potable water
- and is unable to meet its de-

mandforvariousreasons...in
order to stop commercial use
of water and make it availab- -
leto consumers, DJB has app-

roved ‘to withdraw/cancel

water connections sanctio-

jars bottles and glasses,” the

jprderissuedbyDJB stated.

DJB alsorecommended to
thethreecivichodiestonotis-

“sue licenses for bottling

plants with DJB water or gro-

und waterastheirsource.

Defendingthepolicyin co-

“urt, standing counsel Sumeet
- Pushkarna told HC that D.JB
- water is produced at a cost of

Rs 20 per kilolitre and sold at
concessional rates to domes-

- tic and commercial users for

drinking purpose. Such peti-

tioners can’t sell the water at

high costfor individual profit

-as they neither have a food
‘grade or the ISI mark. Such

persons are liable to be prose-
cuted, Pushkarnaadded.



