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- Karnataka hails the
decision

- We are going ahead
with water project:
Kumaraswamy

KESTUR VASUKI & BENGALURU

Amidst protest by the State
of Tamil Nadu, the Central
Water Commission (CWCQC)
has given its conditional nod to
Mekedatu drinking water pro-
ject on river Cauvery in
Ramanagara district of
Karnataka. The decision by the
CWC on Tuesday to give an
administrative approval by
clearing the pre-feasibility
report submitted by the
| Karnataka Government for the
| construction of a balancing
reservoir at Mekedatu across
the Cauvery River.

The commission has asked
the State to prepare a detailed
project report (DPR) after the
State revised its pre-feasibility
report that was submitted in
October 2017. It has also asked
Karnataka to follow the
Supreme Court’s directives
when it comes to water shar-
ing, saying that ‘water supply
from Cauvery must not be
hampered with'

Karnataka welcomed the
decision of the CWC in clear-
ing long pending drinking
water project to seven parched
districts of the State. A project
report was submitted by then
Siddaramaiah Government in
2017 and this will certainly help
some of the districts which are
affected with severe drinking

water shortage.

It  was the then
Siddaramaiah Government had
decided to implement the
35,912 crore Mekedatu
Multipurpose (drinking and
power) project across the
Cauvery, which involves build-
ing a balancing reservoir with
a capacity of about 66 tmc ft,
near Kanakapura in
Ramanagaram district.

Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy welcomed the
decision of the CWC and said
they would go ahead with the
drinking water project at
Mekedatu. He said “ we are 100
per cent sure of constructing
the dam for drinking water
supply to some of the parched
districts. We will go ahead with
the project. It is in the legal
purview”

He said “no need to panic,
Mekedatu project has to come
into effect. The State
Government is within the
framework of law...how it plans
to implement the project by
petitioning the Central

we will share
with you in the days to come.”

Kumaraswamy's com-
ments come amid reports that

Govemment

the Central Water
Commission (CWC) has given
its go-ahead to Karnataka for
preparing a DPR.

Karnataka Water Resource
Minister DK Shivakumar wel-
comed the CWC clearance to
Mekedatu project and said the
State would take Tamil Nadu in
to confidence.

He said "We will take the
project forward in a way that it
does not affect Tamil Nadu.
The water supply to them (TN)
will not be reduced because of
this. We are ready for talks with
Tamil Nadu."

Opposition leader BS
Yeddyurappa of the BJP
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Water
Resource Minister Nitin
Gadkari and the CWC for the
approval. He also asked the rul-
ing Government to stop giving
excuses and commence the
construction work. He said

Reluper.
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Pioneer, Delhi

Mekedatu project gets CWG nod amid protest

"Karnataka Government should
consider this as a special case
and allocate funds on priority
basis to complete the project in
a time-bound manner.”

The ¥5,912-crore project
is a balancing reservoir-cum-
drinking water project which
will provide water to villages
in the southern districts of
Bengaluru, Kolar
and Ramnagara. It is also
expected to generate hydro-
electricity.

in another development
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
EK Palalniswamiwrote a letter
to the Prime Minister asking
him to direct the water resource
ministry to withdraw the per-
mission it has granted to the
Cauvery Neeravari Nigam.

"The Central Water
Commission without consid-
ering the genuine and justifi-
able objections of Tamil Nadu
has given permission. The pro-
posal for reservoir is not just for
drinking water alone as
claimed by Karnataka, but to
increase the extent of irrigation
which is in clear violation of the
Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal Award as affirmed by
the Hon'ble Supreme Court.
This action has caused great
alarm and apprehension
among the people of Tamil
Nadu," read the letter.

The project which was
announced in 2013 has faced
various hurdles over the years
as the matter was sub judice.
However, with the apex court’s
verdict in February this year
and the formation of the
scheme, the decade-long dis-
pute seemed settled until now.
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Mother Ganga, Father Rhine

Indo-German development cooperation has deepened over six decades

The Times of India (A)

The Economic Times

MARTIN NEY
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INDIA AND GERMANY look back on decades
of successful bilateral relations. Having come
intoexistence as the states we know them to-
day atasimilar time —Indiain 1947 Germany
in 1949 after the devastation of World War Il
‘— the two countries entered into diplomatic
relations almost immediately. In fact, India
was one of the fitst nations to recognise the
young Federal Republic of Germany in 1951.

Despite facing different kinds of political

and economic challenges during this period,
India and Germany shared a common des-
tiny asyoung democracies. As a consequence,
both countries soon started concrete eco-
nomic development cooperation, which con-
tinues till today. This year, we proudly cele-
brate the 60th anniversary of this fruitful
aspect of our strategic relationship.

Inthe early yearsand in line with the gov-
ernment policy of that time, our joint proj-
ects targeted industrial growth, poverty re-
duction and rural development. To mention
oneexample, in the 1960s German develop-
mentcooperation supported the agricultural
revolution in the Nilgiris by helping small
farmers in over 16,000 holdings to get loans
and determine favourable cultivation prac-
tices for potatoes.

Time has certainly changed the focus of
our development cooperation as circum-
stances changed. We still share common val-
uesand constitutional principles, and our re-
lationship has always been based on great
mutual respect and understanding. Today,
India is one of the biggest and fastest-grow-

ing economies, and Germany is the bigges
economy in Europe. We are natural partner:
makingajoint effort for prosperity, while en:
suring that we safeguard the environment.

Today, India and Germany are in a bal-
anced partnership. Our bilateral relations
contribute to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals, which seek to end
poverty and create a more inclusive and eq-
uitable world. With increasing environmen-
tal degradation, heavy thunderstorms, severe
floods and droughts leading to famines across
the globe, we see the adverse effects of global
warmingand accept the responsibility to ac-
tively protect our habitat and cooperate
closely on this matter internationally.

India is Germany’s biggest development
partner witha proven track record of success.
Now, the areas of focus are renewable energy
and energy efficiency, sustainable urban de-
velopment, environment protection and re-
source management. This is complemented
by supporting sustainable economic devel-
opment, including vocational educationand
training (VET). The know-how and expertise
that Germany shares with India is the main
value-add.of this cooperation, guided by
India’s reform programmes and priorities.

Three crucial projeets help toillustrate the
gist of our cooperation today. First, the Clean
Gangainitiative. The Ganga regionis home to
more than 600 million people — half of India’s
population. The Ganga, just as Germany’s
largest river, the Rhine, had faced abuse for
decades, with untreated industrial and do-

mestic waste flowing into them, causing ma-
jor pollution and the extinction of marine life.
Both rivers have been an inspiration for songs,
legends, literature and art. Mythology and
sentiment is attached to them. Germany is
honoured to share its experience with India
to bring back “Mother Ganga” to acceptable
standards, as it has successfully done for
“Father Rhine”. For instance, Germany
pledges a loan of Rs 970 crore to strengthen
sewage water treatment infrastructure in
Uttarakhand.

Second, India and Germany cooperate
closely on energy matters. The Indian gov-
ernment goes to considerable lengths to pro-
vide every household with electricity. Adding
more renewable energy sources to the coun-
try’s energy mix also remains a priority; the
ambitious renewable energy target of in-
stalling 175 gigawatt by 2022 has been set, of
which 100 Gigawatt should be solar energy.
In2006, the Indo-German Energy Forum was
set up to promote cooperation in this field.
We have already achieved a great deal jointly:
In 2013, the Maharashtra Power Generation
Cooperation Limited, supported by German
funds, set up a 125 Megawatt solar photo-
voltaic power plant in Sakri. It supplies

' 2,20,000 households with solar energy, re-
sulting in the reduction of CO2 emissions
equivalent to taking 40,000 cars off the road.
Further, our strategic Green Energy Corridors
projectwill build transmission lines transfer-
ring clean energy to different parts of the
country. German development cooperation

has glven loans worth Rs 9,300 crore for this
project, ensuring the supply of clean electric-
ity to millions of Indians while reducing net-
work losses and improving the carbon foot-
print.

Third, green mobility is one of the key is-
sues for the future of our countries. Germany
pledged up to Rs 8,900 crore over five years to
improve solid and liquid waste management
and provide climate-friendly urban transport
like the Metro in Nagpur, which is the single
biggest project of German financial coopera-
tion in India. Moreover, Germany has part-
nered with three smart cities —
Bhubaneswar, Kochi and Coimbatore — to
provide sustainable urban public transport.
In Kochi, Rs 690 crore have been committed
to finance an integrated, cleaner and more ef-
ficient water transport system, including 76
new ferries with hybrid engines, which are
expected to save 1,58,000 tons of CO2 while
carrying over 1,00,000 passengers daily.

These projects stand for around 190 al-
ready successful or promising cooperation
projects of India and Germany today. We are
proud to work as equal partners to tackle
global development challenges. We are aware
thatwhatever we doon thisearth has a global
environmental impact. Germany is keen to
continue to create innovative solutions with
India for the future, for the benefit of both of
our societies and the world at large.

# Thewriteris the Ambassador
' of Germany to India
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* poor monsoon
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FARMERS’ PROTESTS have
-erupted in Saurashtra over lack
of water forirrigationasauthor-
ities clamped on “illegal siphon-
ing” of water from Narmada

' canal and deployed security

- forces along the canal network.
‘Farmers in Morbi district
‘havebeensitting on adharna for
“the last one week, demanding
‘water to irrigate their crops fol-
lowing deficient ramfall in the

in® sthe 'nelghbourmg

'Surendranagar district, farmers

enforced a bandh in Lakhtar
2 taluka on Wednesda rafter offi-

Narmada Nigam ~ Limited

“(SSNNL) removed atleast 45

pipes which were installed by

- farmers to drain water from the

' “Saurashtra branch canal (SBC)
forirrigation purposes.

Farmers have been drawing

* “water from the canal to Motisar

* talavin the village, from where

- itis pumped to pondsin down-

“stream villages like Talvani, -

" Kadu, Kadam, Aniyari among

Wer‘s for 1rr1gat1ngfanns : /
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