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Sterhte plant
gmundwater Uppar river

| NGT cannot delegate 1ts powers, TNPCB te]ls SC \H 970
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KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

: NEW DELHI

F Pollutants have wormed

©  their way from the Thoothu-

E

!

¢ mearby Uppar river, the Ta-
mil Nadu Pollution Control

{

d
S
: %

{ preme Court on Tuesday.

Arguing before a Bench

: vled by Justice Rohinton Nan-

{ man, the Board said it wasa
| “scientific certainty” that

the plant was the cause of:
contamination with pollu-

i tants entering the stream -
. and impeding the flow of the

river. The ground water con-
. tains total dissolved solids
.+ (TDS) more than 20 to 40
i times the permissible limit,
| it contended. The Board, re-
' presented by senior advo-
. cate C.S. Vaidyanathan, said
. the National Green Tribunal,
by setting up a committee

kudi Sterlite copper plant in-
to the ground water and the

_pollution. :
Mr. Valdyanaﬂlan sard the
~case flouts long-embedded -

led by former High Court
. Chief Justice Tarun Aggar-
~wala to examine the Vedanta
_ appeals, ended up delegat-
- Ing its adjudicatory powers.
_“Adjudicatory powers ‘can- -
_not be delegated,” Mr. Vai-
. dyanathan subrmtted -
. Board (TNPCB) told the Su- j :
",*"‘rOnus is on Vedanta’, ‘
 He argued that the onus was
_on Vedanta to prove that the

plant was not the . source of

environmental _TNOrms and

.~ principles like that of sus-
tainable de elopment inter-
- generational equity, precau-

tionary principle and the

_polluter pays prmc1p]e Mr.
- Vaidyanathan
- that the violation of environ-

submitted

mental norms have become

.50 common that “the ques-
ton now bemg asked by cer-

has polluted

tain sectlons of ;mdustry is
‘why "are we extracting just -

~ three per cent of our mineral
~_Tesources... why not more?”

The court is hearing the
appeal filed by the Tamil Na-

~du government that the NGT

failed to consider the entire
‘gamut of data, documents
and evidence before direct-
ing the Board to pass fresh
orders of renewal of consent
‘and issue “authorisation to

. Vedanta to handle hazar—

dous substances.
The State argued that the

-tribunal went outside the

four walls of the statute go-
verning its functions to ap-

‘point the Justice Aggarwala

Commiittee to prepare a re-

_ port in the case. It said the

NGT was not a constitutional
court liked the Supreme
Court to eraploy unbridled

pOwers to constitute a com-
mittee like that.
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HC raps Haryana for not ensuring
flow of clean water into Yamuna...

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi high court
on Tuesday rapped the
Haryana government for
reneging on its commitment
to ensure clean water flow
in the Yamuna for Delhi,
and demanded an explana-
tion from the state.

A bench of Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Justice
V K Rao issued a notice to
Haryana government and
directed its principal secre-
tary, water department, to
reply to theallegations made
by Delhi government that
bunds/obstacles have been
created at key entry point
of theriver flow into Delhi.

In an application, Delhi
Jal Board complained to the
high court that Haryana was
not allowing clean water to
flow into the capital and sho-
uld bedirected to immediate-
lystop polluting the river.

The plea, filed through
advocate Sumeet Pushkar-
na, informed HC that the
channel which supplies ad-

fos

- » » » o
DIRTY PICTURE: Delhi government cited proof that bunds/obstacles
had been created at key entry point of the river flow into Delhi

ditional water to the Yamuna
to dilute its pollution levels
has also been blocked by Ha-
ryana and the water being
received at Wazirabad is
unusable for treatment as it
hadhigh levels of ammonia.

The plea claimed that if
urgent steps are not taken to
remedy the situation, it wo-
uld adversely affect the wa-
ter supply to central Delhi,

including the Lutyens’ zone.
HC gave the neighbouring
state time till February 4 to
explain why water supply to
the capital is being blocked
and listed the matter for furt-
her hearing on February 5.
DJBhassoughtthecourt’s
intervention for removal of
the ‘bunds’ put up on the DD-8
channel, which supplies cle-
an water into the Yamuna to

dilute its pollution levels and
to control the pollutants that
are being discharged into the
river from factories there.

The application said if Ha-
ryana government could not
control pollutants being dis-
charged into theriver, it should
increase the amount of clean
water being supplied to the Ya-
muna todilute the pollution.

The DD-8 channel carries
cleanwater from the Delhi Sub
Branch Canal and the Munak
Canal into the Yamuna to en-
sure the reservoir at Wazira-
bad is always kept full. “Imme-
diate directions are required
so that the drinking water
supply to Delhi is restored in
full,” the application stated.

HC had earlier asked Ha-
ryana government to ensure
that it releases the entire qu-
antity of water required as
per the undertaking given by
it to the court. Haryana has to
release 719 cusecs of water
perday into Munak Canaland
330 cusecs per day in DSBC,
according to the undertaking
and earlier court orders.

N
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..As Delhi says water too
dirty to treat at reservoir

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB)onMonday rushed tothe
Delhi high court against ne-
ighbouring state Haryana af-
teritfeared sudden water shor-
tage in Wazirabad reservoir
in the run up to Republic Day

and Beating Retreat functions. *

In its plea heard on Tues-
day, DJB cited its inability to
treat polluted water coming
from Haryana at the Wazira-
bad plant and highlighted
how supply to various areas,
including NDMC and central
Delhi, hasbeen affected.

The application said that
water treated at Wazirabad
is supplied to central Delhi,
where all the major govern-
ment offices and bungalows,
Supreme Court and Delhi
highcourtarelocated.

DJB pressed for immedia-
te relief citing the “critical
period” when a host of func-
tionssuchasRepublicDay are
held and several internatio-
naldignitaries are in the city.

Explaining the urgency

DJB pressed for (rﬂ’
relief citing the
‘critical period’

when a host of
functions are held
and international
dignitaries are

in the capital

behind its move, the board sa-
id that the water being recei-
ved in Yamuna has been so he-
avily polluted for the last few
days thatit isnot inaposition
to treat it at Wazirabad. The
reservoir there has to be kept
full for drinking water needs
of Delhiatall times as per the
orders of Supreme Court.
Delhi government also
threatened of penalactionon
creation on bunds/obstacles
in the river by Haryana say-
ing sections of Indian Penal
Code can be slapped if these
are not removed. “Anything
thatimpactsthedrinking wa-
ter supply of Delhi due to
hindrance and bunds created
by Haryana irrigation de-

£y
partment is punishable by
law,” the application said. It
highlighted that obstructing
the water channel attracts
the provisions of IPC Section
431 which lays down the pu-
nishment — maximum jail
term of five years — for ma-
kingany road, bridge or river
impassable or un-navigable.
Theagency alleged that the
bunds have decreased clean
water supply into the Yamuna,
whose levels are in any case
low at present. This has led to
an increase in the concentra-
tion of pollutants making
the water unfit for treatment.
DJB also contended that
blocking of the DD-8 channel
violated Supreme Court’s
order to ensure the Wazira
bad reservoir is always kept
full of water. Interestingly,
DJB has argued that the
DD-8 channel, since it is
partly in Delhi's territorial
jurisdiction, should be either
handed over to the state
government or controlled
directly by the central go-
vernment oraneutral body.
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g emnreportﬁledby
‘the monitoring committee
) g retired expert
mberBSS wan and for-

govemments to consult the
~members of the monitoring
ommittee appointed by the
ibunal for constituting their

1 full time committees.
The tribunal had expressed
dlspleasurethat despiteitsspe-
ific order, the status of the
-ompliance was unknown,
-and sald there appeared to fail-

- Tuesday expressed dlssaUS—
- faction over the cleaning of
"\ river Yamuna and directed
. Delhi, Haryana and Uttar
- Pradesh governments tosub-
| mitaperformance guarantee
of,Rs,‘10 crore e: ‘h w1thm a

onth.
: Abench headed by NGT
¢ chairperson Justice Adarsh :forfelted if theworkwas ot:
L _ KumarGoel directed thestate.  carri :
[ governments to fur :
¢ performance guaranteewith i

{ theCentral Pollution Control
' Board (CPCB) toens ethere

-t wasno further lapse in

| regard.The tribunal al

| warned that chief secretary
i of all the three states would
. be personally liable for any

non-compliance.

‘The green panel made it
clearthat the amountwillbe

: ; ~ [eps De
: takenbythethree states atthe
eatliestfor disposal of mumic-
ipal solid waste, cleaning of
- drainsand ensuring cleanmg :
of garbage. -
"_[he order came after perus—

in various localities.

e NGT had eatlierasked L
aryanaand Uttar Pradesh

ghly:
ndustnal efflue
~ sewage.

i
Yamuna atthe pointitenters

- Haryana, and sublmtthehst
of industries located Hnghe;

- catchment area.
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| Jammu “Syed Muhammad
»'Mehar ‘Ali Shah, Pakistan

- Commissioner for Indus Wa-

ters, heading a three-member
' delegation from Pakistan, in-
. spected the Pakal Dul Hydro
Electrlclty project in Kisht-

,W.-’gn T

war district of Jammu &
Kashmir on Tuesday along
‘withtheIndian counterparts.

The Indo-Pak Indus Wa-

ter Treaty Delegatlon is ona,
‘three day visit to J ammu &
Kashmir “for 1nspect10n of
‘the Chenab river basin.
. 'Phe - delegatmn arrived in
. ,[K1shtvvar on Monday eve-
ning, and both the teams will
returnto New Delhion J anu- -

. ary 31, sources said.
TheIndlan delegationled, 5
- by Indian Commissioner for

Indus Waters, Pradeep Ku-

mar Saxena, comprises A K - ,

Commissioner, the Pak dele-
gation comprised Usman E
- Ghani, adviser and joint
- commissioner and ‘Tahir
: Mehmood Hayat, adviser. -

Sources said that the jo
‘int delegation inspected the
- dam site of 1,000 MW Pakal
~Dul HydroElectmcprOJect at
.Drang Doru*on Ch nab

, Yoki Vijay, and Ajay Gupta .
Apart from the Pakistan

in LPaklstan

K_lshtwar and WLH be inspec-
ting Lower Kalnai, Rattle,
and Baglihar Hydro Electric
- Projects. .

.+ Under the Indus Waters
Treaty IWT), water flowing
in three Indus tributaries —
the SuﬂeJ, the Beas, and the
avi — has been allotted to
ndia,- while the Chenab,
the Jhelum, and the Indus
‘waters have been allotted to
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- Centre sanctlons Rs 4.714-crore
ald for drought-hlt Maharashtra

| EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE L

MUMBAI, JANUARY 29 \ 1/

: THE UNION government onTuesd‘ayan- .
“ departure from the past, the state govern- |

nounced financial assistance worth Rs

4,714.28 crore for Maharashtra to tackle

the drought prevailing in the state. This

comes days after the Fadnavis govern-

ment in the state sanctioned Rs 2,900
crore to help farmers who have suffered
losses due to drought.

The decisionwas taken by a high-pow-
ered committee headed by Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh in New Delhi. The
money has been sanctioned from the

National Disaster Relief Fund. Besides
. Maharashtra, five other states and one
! UnionTerritory have been provided funds,
+ worthRs 7214.30 crore in all, to tackle for

floods, draught and cyclone damage.
“Last October, Chief Minister Devendra

' Fadnavishad soughtfmanaal aidworthRs
- 7962 crore from the Centre. Thiswas after
the state government declared drought in
151 of the total 355 talukas in Maharashtra.
An official in the CMO said, “In a clear

ment had declared drought and started
relief measures during the winter. Asare-

-sult, even the process of seeking financial
aid fromthe Centre was expedited...it was

done in October, last year. In the past, the
- ‘decision to declare drought and seek re-
lief package from the Centre was always
taken during May-june.”

Thus, the funds sanctioned by the

- Centreare likely to reach the state during

February-March, the official added.

Though the Centre has not sanctioned
the entire Rs 7,962 crore sought by the
state, officials said that Rs 4,714.28 crore
is one of the highest packages that the

~state has received in the last decades.
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