Cenira! Waier ’“Dm”ms ion N
WSE Die.,

EEGEEES

e

o ) L)giaclBO-OﬁL.galg
- Subject: Submission of News Clzppmm

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development ano alied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/DE& R/RM),
Ceniral- Water Commission. The =ofi copies of ciippmgs will be uplosded on 1ne
CWC websiie

Deputy DirectopANVSE Die. &]w/
%

Director, WSE Die.

Chairman CWC, New Delhi

Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concermsd, uploaded &t www.CwWeC.Nic.in

' ‘ ' 0



Break The Silencge

Water is one of India’s most pressing issues. You
wouldn’t know that from its election discourse

re-monsoon rainfall from March to April has shown a 27%
P deficiency. Separately, data put out by government shows that
_ water levels in India’s major reservoirs and river basins have
fallen to 21% of its average of the last decade. These signs of water
stress are not one-off. They represent growing evidence that one of
the biggest Jong-term challenges we face as a society is to reverse
the steadily declining availability of water. Indiaisinthemidstof a
water crisis. Close to half the country, about 600 million people,
faces hightoextreme water stress. 4
The ongoing election campaign explains why the situation in
India has worsened over the years. According to Niti Aayog, 756% of
households don’thave drinking water on their premises. It’'snotjust
access which is a problem. The quality of water isabysmal. Yet, this
critical issue seldom features in any election speech and is never a
key campaign issue. Alongside, governments have for decades
designed policies which worsen the
situation. This needs to change. For
inspiration, India need look mno
fartherthanIsrael which hasliterally
made a desert bloom. It even exports
surplus water to Jordan.
Agriculture consumes most of
. India’s water resources. However, water
isn’t placed at the heart of policy. Be it
through minimum support price or
electricity policy, rational use of water
: : is discouraged. Farmers, like other
economic agents, respond to price signals. If water is underpriced,
irrational use and depletion will follow. Government assistance to
farmers is progressively moving towards cash support. This should
make it politically viable to redesign agricultural and power policies
which recognise the perilous state of India’s groundwater resources.
A key facet of water policy must be induction of technology to
promote reuse. Recycling does take place in India but it’s nowhere
close to the level needed. Elsewhere recycling has moved to another
level; Singapore recycles water for drinking. It's unlikely annual
precipitation is going to increase in the foreseeable future. Butit's
possibletoincrease the per capitaavailability of water andenhance
quality by using technology. Examples from around the world -
abound. What India needs today is for water to move to the heart
of political discourse. This will put pressure on political parties to
redesign policies to better use available water.
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Odisha all set to face Cyclone Fani

Coastal, southern districts of the State put on alert

STAFF REPORTER
BERHAMPUR
Keeping in view the possible
impact of Cyclone Fani, the
Odisha government has can-
celled the leaves of govern-
ment officials in Ganjam, Pu-
ri and Kendrapara districts.
Coastal and southern dis-
tricts of Odisha have been
put on alert and fishermen
along the coast have been
advised not to venture out
into the sea till the threat of
cyclone passes. v
Twenty units of Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action Force,
12 units of National Disaster
Response Force and 335 fire-

fighting units have been put

on alert. Also, around 879
coastal cyclone shelters and
252 power boats are being
kept ready in different
districts.

State Chief Secretary A.P.
Padhi chaired a high-level
meefing in Bhubaneswar on
Monday to discuss cyclone
preparedness. It was attend-
ed by top officials of the

© State police, Indian Navy, In-

dian Air Force, Indian Coast
Guard, NDRF, ODRAF as
well as other departments.
The possibility of the cyclon-
ic storm hitting the Odisha
coast figured prominently at
the meeting. Mr. Padhi di-
rected the Odisha State Dis-
aster Management Authority
to keep a close watch on the
situation and asked all de-
partments to stay prepared.

Food, medicine stocks

The departments of health -

and family welfare as well as
food supplies and consumer
welfare have been asked to
keep stocks of essential med-
icines and food items at the

district headquarters. Drink-

ing water supply is also be-
ing ensured.

State Special Relief Com-
missioner B.P. Sethi said Fa-

ni is expected to take the:

shape of a ‘very severe cy-
clonic ‘storm’ by Tuesday
and further intensify into an
‘extremely severe cyclonic
storm’ by May 2 morning. It
is now over south-west Bay

of Bengal adjoining the east
Equatorial Indian Ocean.
Odisha’s coastal districts are
expected to start experienc-
ing wind gusts of 40-50 km
per hour along with rain
from May 2 morning.
Ganjam district that has
faced Phailin, Hudhud and. :
Titli cyclones in recent years
has started preparing to face
Fani. From Monday night,
people living in rural areas
would be alerted about it
through the public address
system. According to Gan-
jam District CollectorVijay
Amruta Kulange, all govern-
ment officials have also been

-ordered not to leave their -
station of posting.

Floods and landslides due
to heavy rain during Titli cy-
clone had caused several
deaths. Strong concrete
buildings are being identi-
fied to be used as shelters in
case of need. People living in
landslide-prone high areas
of Patrapur and Sanakhe-
mundi blocks would be shift-
ed to safer places downhill.



N ewr VIO, i Tty SR W o L oL .
News itemyleiter/ dmcl_a/sanonai Published on 50904’20 /912 ihe

Hindusian Times

Statererrar ~ Hindustan (Hindj) Deccan Chronicle

Siziesmal Naov Bhars: Ti AETIRpI T

e Nav Bharat Times {Hinai) Decczen Herzlo

— ERTI . i . B cs ) elileli miciald

.i hv H:_TE o7 Ingdiza (Nsw D:kﬂi) Punizsb Kesharn (H‘mg‘z\ The Timss of indiz (&)

iTD‘E"]" . oEthEe =iial i) ie Himes OIinilz (/)
Q12 EXpress The Hindu {New Delhi) Businese siancard \

TTJDUHE Rz

~=nd o Btoo S ol oot PO 5 i . Hia —
end documented et Bhagirath {English) & PublicitySection, CWC Mail Today, Delhi\_—

V)
[

WATER STORAGE LEVEL OF 91
MAJOR INDIAN RESERVOIRS’
DECREASE BY 1 PER CENT

The water storage available

in 01 major reservoirs of the
country for the week ending
April 25 was 42.52 BCM, which
is 26 per cent of total storage
capacity of these reservoirs,
This percentage was at 27 for
the week ending April 18. The
total storage capacity of these
a1 reservoirs is 161.993 BCM
which is about 63 per cent of
the total storage capacity of
757.812 BCM. 37 out of these 91
reservoirs have hydropower
beneft with installed capacity
of more than 60 MW.
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