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SC orders public hearing on Polavaram

Directs Centre to file affidavit detailing conduct of hearing in Odisha, Chhattlsgarh

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered the Centre
to hold a public hearing with
the people affected by the
Polavaram dam project in
Odisha and Chhattisgarh,
saying in a democracy the ci-
tizens had “a right to know
what is happening”.

A Bench led by Justice Ma-
dan B. Lokur categorically
said the dam project could
not be taken forward with-
out first holding the public
hearing.

The hearing would have
the affected people voice
their grievances about the
submergence of their land,
compensation, and rehabili-
tation among other issues. It
is a ground-level enquiry.

The court directed the
Centre to file an affidavit on
Saturday detailing the con-
duct of the public hearing,
including which government
agency would hold it. The
court said it would pass or-

ders on Monday. -

Telangana counsel, senior
advocate C.S. Vaidyanathan,
said a public hearing had al-
ready been held before the
bifurcation of the State, but
stressed that there should
not be any submergence in
Telangana. “In a democracy,
people have a right to know
what is happening,” the
court observed orally during
the hearing.

Appearing for the peti-
tioner NGO, RELA, senior ad-
vocate Jayant Bhushan and
advocate Sravan Kumar sub-
mitted that the dam design
had been changed and new
components had been ad-
ded, thus requiring a new en-
vironmental clearance.

Violation of award

Primary among the ques-
tions being considered by
the Bench is whether the
dam project and its design,
as approved by the Central
Water Commission, is in con-
sonance with the Godavari

'Water

Disputes Tribunal
(GWDT) award of 1980.

A series of 13 questions
were framed by the Bench in
a suit filed by Odisha against
Andhra Pradesh in 2007
Among the 13 queries, the
court had also decided to
look into the back water ef-
fect of the project.

Crucially, the court has to

In full swing: Construction workers at the Polavaram project
in West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh.

=FILE PHOTO

examine  whether the
change in the design of Po-
lavaram project, especially
in so far as it raises the spill-
way discharge capacity from

. 36 lakh cusecs to 50 lakh cu-

secs, is so fundamental that
it amounts to violation of the
GWDT Award, and, there-
fore, requires fresh statutory
clearances to be obtained.

- Odisha forum

- wants survey
STAFF REPORTER

BERHAMPUR

The People’s Forum

Against Polavaram asked
the Odisha government on
Thursday to conduct a de-
tailed survey of areas in
Malkangiri district that will
be affected by the project.
It also demanded the provi-
sion of land rights for tri-
bals living in areas that are
likely to be affected by the
project before the conduct
of public hearing on it.

Bhala Chandra Sarangi,
the convenor of PFAP, al-
leged that the Odisha Go-
vernment is not prepared
to conduct public hearings.

According to Mr. Saran-
gi, the Odisha government
should immediately start
grass-roots leve] survey so
that when the Supreme
Court orders for public
hearing, the real people to
be affected can voice their
views.
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TAMIL NADU
CWMA's approval is key: chairman

T. Ramakrishhan

CHER#HAL NOVEMBER 30, 2018 01:08 15T
UPDATED: #OVEMBER 30, 2018 01:08 I5T

‘CWC's nod was for DPR preparation’

Roles of the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) and the Central Water Commission (CWC) are well defined and there is no need to

view one bodj’ as superior to the other, said S, Masood Husain, chairman of the CWC and CWMA.

Answering a question on whether it would not have been better if the CWMA decided first on any proposal of the Karnataka government on the
Mekedatu project than what the CWC had done now, Mr. Husain, who is officiating as the chief of the authority, told The Hindu on Wednesday
night: “Both are separate entities and their roles have been defined. The Commission is 2 body which considers reports [submitted by States on
the water sector] and all relevant factors like techno-economic”

Reiterating that the CWC'’s nod to Karnataka for preparing a detailed project report {DPR) on Mekedatu “ did not amount to giving approval for
execution” of the project, he said the DPR — which had to be prepared with the consent of the CWC and the Central Electricity Authority —
would require the green signal of the Authority first. “Without the CWMA's approval, the advisory committee of the Union Water Resources
Ministry would not clear it he pointed out, adding that the CWC’s approval for the DPR would cemie up for discussion at a meeting of the

Authority on December 3. As Tamil Nadu is part of the CWMA, it can express its position on the DPR when the Authority is to deliberate on it.

‘Technical proposal’

Distinguishing a feasibility report from a DPR, Mr. Husain explained that while the former was a “preliminary report”, the latter would deal
elaborately with “a technical proposal” Besides, the DPR preparation involved different stages and this would take time. “Let them prepare
DFR,” he said, adding that Karnataka had to adhere to conditions stipulated by the Commission.

The CWC chairman added that the case of Karnataka was that the Mekedatu project would facilitate “better implementation” of the final order
of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, as modified by the Supreme Court in February this year.
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 FOUR MONTHS after the devas
- tating Kerala floods, the Centre
‘has approved an additional Rs
2,500 crore for relief and reh
- bilitation work. The Centre had
earlier sanctxonecl Rs 600 crore
forthesame. -
eptember, the Kerala gov-

| However, a commi
by ‘Union Home Secre

up before the highlevel com

[-tee (HLC) headed by Unio

| Home Minister Rajnath Singh,

| who along with Union Financ
! MinisterArun Jaitley and Union

| Agriculture Minister Radha -
¢ Mohan Singh, will announcethe

! final package, officials said.
 'Theinter-ministerial Central
! team (IMCT), headed by Special
{ Secretary B R Sharma, visited
! Kerala for on-the-spot assess-
. ment of damage and additional
requirement of funds, and itwas
* based on hisreport that the sub-

! committee of national executive
| ‘committee (SC-NEC), ‘headedby
Gauba in conformity with

. _ernmenthad submitted amem-
; nrandum demandrng Rs 4,800

" The decisionwillnowbe] ut'k

700 crore for reliefand reha-
bilitation works i in Keral “The

naliseda drsaster aid polrcy n - :
- SHAJUPHILIP

the wake of the devastating

Decernber2004 tsunami.

also enhanced itscontributionin
the State Disaster Response Fund

rnonsoon The large—scale

devastation had affected dis-

Ministry, ina separate commu-

nication to states and union ter- -

ories, cautioned that while

submitting a memorandum for -
entral assistance, the state gov-

ernment “should ensure that

I norms, recently approved the =

! quantum of additional assis-

- ReliefFund (NDRF), a senior gov-
¢ ernment official explained.

- Anamount of Rs 600 crore

© had been sanctioned earlier as

advance ssrstance ‘the Home

 the gap between the assistance
| tancefromthe National Disaster

projected by the state govern

mentintheirmemorandumand

NDRFassistancerecommended
by the SC-NEC and approved by

the HLC,” aletter from MHA’s

oint secretary Sanjeev K]mdal

‘THiRUVANANTHAP‘URAM, ';

«‘NOVEMBERZQ

‘KERALACHIEF Mlmsteerarayl .

yan told the Assembly on

“Thursday that the Union govern- 0

ent has sought Rs 290 crore

the Chief Minister’s
ief Fund would not
be sufficient to meet the cost of

ood-relief activities. Besides,

the state has to now pay the
Umon government towards the

St of deploymgarrcmftfor res-
cue operatrons and supplying

8318 crore had reached the
CM'sdistress fund. Thisincluded
the sum collected from state

govemmentemployees through
55

‘Deccari Chronicle
Deccan Herald
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Business standard

- The Economic Times

 Pinarayi Vijayan

Amount mat&acﬁed
CM'’s fund would not be
sufficient, Vijayan said

scenario, the statewill require an

additional Rs 706.74 crore for
clearing outstanding liabilities.
Even if the entire amountin the
SDRFis utilised, the state cannot
clearitsliabilities, he said.

. The CM said thatas perasci-
‘entific evaluation of the United
Nations, Kerala has sufferedloss -

- 0fRs 26,718 croreand rebuilding
theflood-hit statewould requrre .
~ Rs 31,000 crore.

~ Vijayan also wrote to Umon
ome Minister Rajnath Singh

. that the high-level committee
_on natural disaster mitigation

f  and relief should be convened

inister’s Distress Relief Fund

‘towards compensation for

houses damaged in the floods.
The State Disaster Response

und (SDRF)hasRs 987.73 crore.
 Ofthis,Rs586.04 crorehasbeen
~ spentso far. As per the current

immediately to ensure more ard

- forthe state.

- Intwo earlier memoranda,

. the state sought aid of Rs 5,616

crore. The state has also sought

‘Rs 2,000 crore from the National
- Disaster Response Fund(NDRF).
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I y :
on. The 1mportance cf funds for adaptauon is under-
‘ cored hy Iancet’s finding that 99% of Iosses from li-

fc T pohcymakers to con51der when they gather 1n
y "onference on December 2 .
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