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GURVINDER SINGH
LUDHIANA, NOVEMBER 3

As paddy stubble burning
goes on uncontrolled in the
state, causing tremendous
air pollution, the National
Aeronautics Space Admin-
istration (NASA), USA, has
published a satellite image
of the smoke having
engulfed the entire state.

NASA's imagery shows
that a large area across the
state and around has been
covered by smoke. It also
shows that the burning of
stubble is going on in the
entire state,

The image has been cap-
tured by the Moderate Reso-
lution Image Spectrora-
diometer (MODIS) on
NASA's  Agua  satellite,
which has detected the
actively burning areas across
the state, through its thermal
bands. The US-based organ-

isation  had  published
images of stubble burning
in North India in 2013 also.
The report also mentions
that the smoke may inchude
thousands of compounds,
including earbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides and particulate mat-
ter. These components have
the potential to affect
human  health. Though
healthy young adults can
generally withstand vegeta-
tion smoke, older adults,
children and people with
chronic health conditions
are at risk, it mentions.
Despite a ban on stubble
burning by the govern-
ment, the officials seem to
have given up on the imple-
mentation of the ban.
Manpreet Singh, Chair-
man, Punjab Pollution
Control Board (PPCE),
said, “The issue cannot be
resolved if the farmers are
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Stubble burning; NASA image shows smoke engulfing state

Practice poses grave risks to health

B The report mentions the smoke may include thousands of
compounds, including carbon dioxide and carbon monaoxide

® These components have the potential toaffect human health

" Though healthyyoung adults can generally withstand vege-
tation smoke, alder adults and children are at risk

®Despite a ban, stubble burning continues unabated

#8The issue cannot beresolved if farmers are not
provided with an alternative for disposing of the
agricultural residue®® Manpreet Singh, cusua, s

not provided with an alter-
native for disposing of the
agricultural residue. The
government has tied up
with a foreign company
for setting up a bio-refin-
ery in Sangrur that will
use the paddy straw for
producing ethanol. If it is
successful, it will be repli-
cated all over the state.”
As much as 18 million
tonnes of paddy straw are
produced every year but it

has no use. The existing
biomass plant for produc-
ing electricity has a capaci-
ty of using only 1 million
tonne of paddy straw as
fuel, he said. Only basmati
straw could be used as fod-
der for animals, he said.

Dr BS Dhillon, Viee-Chan-
cellor, PAU, said that
though the land under con-
servation farming was
increasing, but the adop-
tion of such procedures by

Animage taken by NASA's Aqua satellite shows the smoke
emanating from the burningstubble across the state. The red
dots signify areas where there are fires.

the farmers was slow. Some
of the possible solutions
include sowing wheat in
standing stubble, using
machine chopper and col-

lection of stubble with baler,
he said. He said that burn-
ing of stubble was lesser in
the areas where biomass
plants have been set up.

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/7126296?show=print
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NGT FOR 500-M BUFFER ZONE ON BANKS OF GANGA

‘Green” Ganga

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MNew Delhi, 3 November

The National Green Tribunal today
came out with an idea of evolving a
S0qm buffer zone on the banks of river
Ganga like in Western countries to
ban constructions for protecting it
from pollution.

“What is applied in United
States of Americaand Australia
can't be applied in India. We are a
very diverse country. 500 metres
buffer zone on the banks of river
Ganga in plain areas can be ok but
can it be feasible in hilly areas,” a
bench headed by NGT chairperson
Swatanter Kumar said. The
bench's observation came after
advocate M C Mehta who has filed
the petition for cleaning of Ganga

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7128525?show=print

suggested that in Western coun-
tries rivers are protected from pol-
lution by creating a buffer zone on
the banks where no construction
is allowed. “If tribunal does not
take some innovative approach to
the problem of Ganga pollution
then one day the sacred river will
vanish. We have to address the
problem for the nation and for the
future generation,” Mehta said.

He added that there is an
urgent need to fix the account-
ability to make the Namami
Gange project to suceeed as both
Ganga Action Plan (GAP)-1 start-
ed in 1965 and GAP -2 started in
19495 have failed.

He suggested that National
Ganga River Basin Authority
{NGRBA) should acquire the land
on both sides of the river and cre-

ate a buffer zone and also earmark
space for holding of Kumbh Mela
and Ardh Kumbh Mela. The bench
then asked the Centre whether any
study was conducted as GAP-1 and
GAP-2 have falled and were the
flaws rectified in the new Namami
Gange project. To this the counsel
for the Centre said that a study
was indeed conducted but is a clas-
sified document.
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MATURE'S FURY: This NASA satellite photo shows Tropical
Cyelone Chapala over Yemen. The cyclone hasslammed into
Yemen, triggering heavy flooding and causing "enomous”
damage in aregion of thewartacked country, wm

http://epaper .tribuneindia.com/c/7128558?show=print
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Act against farm fires, Centre tells four states

TNN | Nov 4, 2015, 12.04 AM IST
NEW DELHI: Two days after TOI raised the issue of large-scale farm fires adding to smog in the national capital region, the Union environment

ministry has written to four states - Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan - asking them to take "stringent measures including punitive
action" to stop burning of crop residue and biomass.

The ministry also noted that had the states properly implemented the advisories issued to them regarding stubble burning, it would not have led to
smog in the NCR.

"I request you to launch an intense monitoring in your state including through satellite based remote sensing technologies to monitor crop residue
management”, said Union environment secretary Ashok Lavasa in his letter to chief secretaries of the four states.

Referring to instances of stubble burning, Lavasa said, "I also urge you to take stringent measures including punitive action to prevent and control
burning of crop residue and biomass in agricultural fields and apprise the ministry of the action taken in this regard".

Biomass burning is one of the major causes of air pollution during the winter which leads to deterioration in air quality which aggravates respiratory

problem. On Monday, TOI had carried a NASA satellite image that showed 'fire spots' across Punjab and northern Haryana and smog over northern

India. It reported how Delhi's air quality index had dramatically dropped by 60-80 points since Saturday - due to stubble-burning reaching its peak in

Punjab - and was inching towards the 'very poor' zone, when children are advised not to spend time outdoors.

In his note to the chief secretaries, the environment secretary referred to the October 31 satellite image and pointed to the hundreds of fire spots across

Punjab and parts of Haryana, and the smog over north India.

"The images clearly indicate that measures taken by the states of Punjab and Haryana in discouraging the crop burning in fields are not effective thus

resulting in major cause of air pollution in northern part of India", the letter stated.

The ministry had earlier written to all these states on this issue twice in the past - first on October 2 last year and second time on September 15 this year

- requesting them to comply with the advisory issued for curbing open burning of crop residue and biomass in fields and to the 'National Policy for

Management of Crop Residue - 2014' which emphasized on adoption of technical measures including diversified use of crop residue, capacity building

and training.

Referring to these earlier advisories, Lavasa in his note to chief secretaries said, "It appears that both the advisories as well as measures contained in the

said policy have not been implemented, which is leading to occurrence of smog in the NCR".

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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