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Cyclone stalls advance of
mOnso0n: A cycionic storm
over Arabian Sea has disrupted
the advance of the mensoon in
tndia which may result in defi-
cient rainfall this month, P9
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Ashobaa stalls monsoon’s advance

Cyclonic Storm Dlsrupts System May Lead To Increased Rainfall Deficiency

Neka.Madaan@timesgroup.com

Pune: The developingsevere
eyclonic sform  Ashobaa
spells trouble for an already
dicey monsoon this year The
storm hasnotonly disrupied
the advance of the monsoon
over india, but may also re-
sult in mere rainfall defi-
ciency ih June than was car-
Her forecast.

Sclentistsat the India Me-
teorological  Department
{IMD} said Ashobaa has dis
rupted the monsoon current
for now, An IMD official told
TOI on Wednesday, "The
monsoon  current will
strengthen again when the
eycione weakens in another
4% hours. The monsoon will
then progress northward.
Monsoon rainfall for June is

UNDER A CLOUD

already going to be less than
normat in many parts of the
country. And Ashobaa may
cause a further rainfall defi-
ciency thismonth,”

The monsoon advanced
into some more parts of the
cepiral Arabian Sea, entire
Goa, somepartsof south Kon-

Covgrine L, YIS

kan, remalping parts of
coastal Karnataka and more
parts of south interior Kar-
nataka on June 8 There was
no advance on June % On
June 1), however, the mon-
soon advanced into the re
mainingparsof southinteri
or Karnataka, Tamil Naduy,

southwest Bay of Bengul,
some parts of north interior
RKarnataks and Rayalaseema.

Medha Ehole, depay &l
rector general (weather fore-
casting} at IMD, Pune, said
the monscon may firther ad
vanhceover Maharashiraenly
after two or three days, "All
rains till now have been cen-
tred around Ashobaa, which
is moving westwards. Due to
the cyclonic storm, the south
west winds (which bring
rain) have not been able tore.
ach the coastal regions of
Maharashira," shesaid.

On June 16, Ashobaa
moved westwards and lay
centrad over northwest and
adjoining west central Ara.
bian sea, 270km southeast of
Surin Oman and 310km east-
northeast of Masirah in

Oman. IMDrofficials said Ash-
obaa would continue to move
waestwards and mav further
intensify into a severe ¢yelon
ic storm and cross the Oman
coast as a oyclonie storm on
June l evening.

Another gsenior IMD offi-
cial said the ¢yelone basical
iy began moving fowards
Oman, taking away all the
monsoon moisture with it
"Conversely, had the eyclone
re-ctrved and hit Guiarat,
the monsoon would have be-
gun advancing aver the rest
of the country. That, howey.
er, 4id not happen,” the offi:
clalsaid.

This ultimately resulted
in the monsoon being drawn
out of the country, except for
the southern parts of India,
officials said.
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§ usual there is specula-

‘tion about the monsoon.

The government has

declared that this year
the monsoon will be at 88 per eent of
the Jong-ferm average. A deficient
monsoon in 2015 will certainiy
agpravate the stress of farmers who
suffered losses due {0 the unseason-
al rain in the last winter segson, In
some cases the rain and hail com-
pletely ruined the rabi erop, leading
£0 a spale of suicides.

A poor monsoon wil also dent the
high growth profile that India is cur-
rently enjoying. India's growth fore-
cast has already been revised down-
ward; from 7.8 per cent it has been
jowered 10 7.3 per cent by Indian cregd-
it rating ageney CRISIL.

StiHl we are patting ourselves on the

back that we are ahead of China, But -

we must remember that China has
had double- digit growth for nearly 30
years and now it is time for the econo-
Iy 0 cool down — a peliey deliberate.
y promoted and designed by the Chi-
nese government. China's per capita
income at $8,211 is way abeve India's
per capifa of $1,498 and with GDP at
810,36 irillion, China is far ahead of
India’s $1.8 trillion in terms of total
neeme of the country. Even so, the
srospect of India having a higher rate
f growth than China is generating a

feel-good’ factor and the world is tak.

ng notice of India's fast growth,

The reason for opiimism about
ndia's future in the next one year is
ased on the fact that manufacturing
rowih picked up to 8.4 in the fourth
uarter {fanuary fe March 2015)
hich is goed news for job prospects
f youth. Bui the core sector (steet
ower, mining, coal, fertilizers,
ement, gas) growih has shrunk by 6.4
er cenit. It means that infrastruciure
roblems are lingering on. Agricultur-
| growth also shrank by 1.4 per cent
1 the iast quarer.

RBI Gevernor Raghuram Rajan has

ghily pointed out that inflation is
ot yet dead and gone and can come
ack with agricuiural problems sur-
Ging and t‘}!ﬁg year's ouiput will be

Dealing with a possible

Modi govemment's ability

smailer than before, His inflation
forecast for January 2016 is 6 per cent.
His cautiousness about not lowering
the interest rates by a bigger margin
is therefore understandable. He bare.
ly reduced the repo rates recently by
25 basis points {6.25 per cent). Indus-
trialists are perhaps right in feeling
disappointed but if the sim is to con-
trol inflation through monetary poli-
¢y, then Raghuram Rajan has done
the right thing,

As has been pointed out by many
economists that GDP growth rate is
important but if high growth is not
equifable and does noi reduce the
number of poor people rapidly, it
would only contribute to greater
inequality in society. Income inequal-
ity has been rising in India and China
and it is important that the govern-
menis of both coeuntries have found
means of redueing inequality by hav.
ing effective social safety nets and a
good tax system. _

Ineguality would be accentuated
in India if the already poor small
farmers lose their income and
assets through distress sales when
there is a drought. The poor in the
gouniryside would become poorer
and the landlords and rich farmers
richer as the poar would have to sell

. catfle and pther moveable assets fo

Inequality would be
accentuated if the alreadly
poor farmers Jose their
mcome and assets through
distress sales during a drought

survive the drought.

The government will have to fack-
le the probiem of monsoon deficit
on a firm footing. It has a huge
amount of food grains with the ¥l
which can be released in case of
food shortage and prices need not
rise due to the drought.

The government seems fully pre-
pared to give aid fo farmers and there
is a provision for a safety net for poor
farmers in the affected states of
Hariyana, Delhi and NCR, Rajasthan,
and western UP The government's
preparedness at the state level
includes subsidies on diesel, seed and
fodder, and special measures o save
horticultural produce from drought.,

The fall in income of farmers has to

" be cushioned by various means of dis-

{ress management like having effec-
ilve employment guarantee schemaes
for farm labourers and artisans who
would be without work during
drought. Water management has to be

Wi P.Chronicie
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to manage a crisis will be tested during this monsoon
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done by the states up to the village
level. Repair and refurbishment of
water bodies is important before a
drought strikes the area. This is espe-
cially important in the absence of a
widespread canal #rigation system in
India where 45 per cent of the land is
still rain-fed. '
Agricultural growth, which has

i already suffered a sharp fall this yea,

has to pick up because it provides
livelihood to 52 per cent of the popula-
tion. The political impact of disgrun-
{led farmers is formidable. A fa¥ in
their income could lead {0 an adverse
impact en agricultural demand for
industrial goods as there would be a
sharp fall in the purchasing power.
Already the demand for fast-moving
consumer goods and consumer
durable goods is slack and another

N ~ problem year woitld add to the shrink-

age in demand.

Rural credit is important at times of
drought and if the Jan Dhan yojana is
speeded up, it would help farmers in
need of credit. Farmers have to be pro-
tected during drought from falling
info deep debi and penury.

Prought can cause or accentuate
malnutrition among children; henee,
more care has to be taken abait the
quality of the midday meal that is
served to them in village schools.

Bhortage of drinking water is anoth.

er serious problem that will havetobe
tackled; otherwise people from dry
and parched couniryside would
migrate fo cities looking for food,
shelter and water.
- Manufacturing growth, however,
has to be kept high for job creation
but it would be affected by drought
aiso through the supply of rawmateri-
als to indusiry,

By all accounts, there could be seri-
ous problems in the near future about
controlling a drought-like situation
and preveniing diseases that could
cccur when the availabilily of safe
drinking water becomes a problem.
The Modi governments ability to
manage a crisis situation will be test-
d this monsoon season. If he is lucky,
there would only be a mild drought
and India would be on the high
growth path again! i §ir.‘§
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Heavy rain, hailstorm

in Mandi

Heavy rain followed by hallstorm in Mandt, pPaoTo: Al RUMaR

TrIsUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, JUNE 10
Normal life was disrupted
ag unexpecied heavy rain
accompanied by sirong
winds lashed the area
this evening.

People ran hettersketier to
protect themselves from the
downpour and those refurn-
ing from their offices had a
tough {ime reaching home.
The traffic on the road moved
at a snail's pace a8 the visibil-

ity was reduced to
few metres,

A hailstorm alse hil the
area, but no loss of life or
properly was reported from
any part of the district,

‘Anil Thakur, & resident of
Tarna Hill, said he was
caught unawares as there
were no signs of clouds
during the daytime and i
was a clear hot summer
day. ~He was drenched
when he was on his way
back home, he added.
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Flood, landslides wreak havoc inN-E

2 dead in Arunachal Pradesh: 10 districts maroon@d in Assam as !akhs affected

Briay Sanxan Bona

FRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

GUWAHRATE, JUNE 10
Torrential rain, flood and

landslides have wWreaked

havoe in parts of Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam, affect
ing lakhs of people. While
the situation is worse in
Arunachal Pradesh, 10 dis-
tricts in Assam have been
affected by floed so far.
Two persons were killed
“in  rain-induced land-
slides in Itanagar
{Arunachal Pradesh)
where rain and flash
floods have caused exten-
sive damage to the road
network, cutting off many
areas for over 48 hours,
According to an alert from
the Diisaster Management
Department in Arunachal
Pradesh, the flood situation
is Hkely {o worsen as heavy

rainfall is expected in the
state till June 13 next.
The Arunachal Pradesh

"

Tonvering L. Y13

government has ordered
closure of all schools in the

state capital from today till

School students cycle through a fiooded street in Baksa district in Assam on Wadnesday.

June 13, Vingkiong, the
flood-hit district headquar-
ter of Upper Siang district

of Arunachal Pradesh, has
been cut off from the rest of
the couniry for the past 12
hours due to landslides.
Thibang Valiey district is
aiso cui off from the rest of
the state for the past five
days. Similar is the situa-
tion in Andaw district where
Seti bridge between Hawai,
Walong was washed away
on June 8, causing a com-
plete disruption of road
traffic to Walong and
Kibithoo from Hawai.

in Assam, about 96,000
persons from over 180 vil-
lages under 18 revenue cir-
cles in 10 districts have
been affected so far due to
floods,  Around 3,766
hectare fields have been
inundated. The main chan-
nel Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger mark in
many parts of the siate.
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Villagers use boats to cross a flooded paddy field at Bordiya village in Guwahati on Wednesday. Ap

Wi P.Chronicle

Rat Dunive (Rindi)

T T L T TP Iy

Assam flood: Over 1.95 lakh hit,

3 Arunachal dist

SAMUDRAGUPTA
KASHYAP
GUWAHATI JUNE 10

THE SITUATION in flood-hit
Assam worsened rapidly on
Wednesday with the gvesfigw-
ing Brahmapustra and severaj of
its tributaries affecting over 195
lakh peeple in 13 districts.
Lakhimpur remained the wor-
st-affected with over 69,000
peaptie hit by the calamity.
With the Brahmaputea flow-
ing over the danger mark at
Nimatighat{near jorhat) for the

ricts cut off

second consecutive day, ferry
service between Jorhat and
Majuli istand was suspended.

The Assam State Disaster
Management Authority's report
for the day said four relief
carnps—three in Tinsukia and
one in Sonifpur district-—have
been opened. Standing crops,
mostly paddy, on over 8,000
hectares have been damaged.

I Arunachat Pradesh, Anj-
aw, Dibang Valley and Upper Si-
ang districtsate stillcut off from
the rest o the country foliow-
ing ladslides, Afl the three dis.
tats share internationat houn.
day with China,
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Govt may replace expert panel
on Ganga with technocrats

MOVE The new body will decide the fate of hyd ropower projects on the river

Chetan Chavhan
u chetenihindustantimas com

NEW DELHL: The envirenment
ministry is set {c replace an
expert panel with a body of
technocrats to decide the fate
of hydropower projects on the
Ganga, signatling the govern-
ment's inclination te move for-
ward with the ventures despite
resistance from within and
cavests from the Supreme Court.

Theissue emerged as a major
chalienge for the BJPled govern.
ment that took office last year
vowing fo conserve the river that
is revered by miliions of Hindus
and also provide efectricity toall
1.2 billien Indians.

The previcus committes
headed by 1T Ksapur profes-
sor Vined Tare recommended
that only six of twoe dezen pro-
posed projects on the Ganga’s
tribataries, the Mandakini and
Alskananda, be allowed and that
too after reducing their capac-
ity fo ensure minimum fow of
water fo sustaly aguatic life

Scurces said the govern-
ments’ plans wonid have been
rendered economically ynviable
if it had feliowed the panei’s
advice, with generation capa:
hility depleted by 30-40%, but
it would have helped strike a
balance between environment

Cevering L., Y15

W\

= A dam on Bhagirathi river, a major tributary of the Ganga, in

i Y

{Htarkashi town of Uitarakhend. BEOUMBERS VA GETTY IMAGES
protection and development. forast clearance was granted te
The Supreme Court imposed  these projects before the devasta:

# ban on construction of new  tion, officials revealed.
hydro projects in Tiarakhand “Their {power minisiry} view

after the flash floods in 2613
kilied hundreds, and it asked the
environment ministry to exam-
ine the impact of such veniures
on the local ecosystem.

Some arms of the govern-
ment, such as the power minis-
try, opposed the expert panel’s
recommendation, noting that

is that the ministry cannot
revise ifs own clearance now,”" a
governgment represersative said.

o find a way arcund, theenvi
rongnent mindstry decided to gef
these prajects reviewed afresh.

Sources said the ministry wijl
sef upanew commitiee likely to
be headed by BP Das, a known

POWER PROJECTS
AND THE RIVER

w The previous committes
headed by BT Kanpur profes-
sor Vined Tare recommended
that only six of twa dozen
proposed projects on the
Ganga's tibutaries, the
Mandakini and Alakananda,
be allowed and that too after
reduging their capacity to
ensure minimuen flow of
water to sustain aguatic life

w if it bad followed the panel’s
advice, the generation
capabifitios of the projects
would be depleted by 30-40%,
but it would have helped
strike a balance hetween
erwvironment protection and
development

propenent of hydre proiects,
with a jcint secretary from the
department as its convenor: The
panel, when constituted, wiil
be the third te review these 24
profects in less than two vears,

The new body is likely to
have more technocrats than
seientists, say sources, while
activists fighting to save the
Ganga allege this is being done
fo ensure clearance for the con-
tentious projects.
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-r hasheavyraiafail, loading to flooding in
many areas.
_HOW IT HAS BEEN SO FAR

AP PHOTH

17-22 days left
for Deihl arrival

Chene 29-July 5 Sikely
onset)

Status: The image on the
iaft shows the total rainfall
in India from June 1-8,
2615, Rainfalt estimates
for the past week {June
1-8, 2015) show that
sorme parts of the country
have racolved heavy rain-
falt 120mm (4.7 Inches)
inthe past few days.

. DATA FROM NASA'S INTEGRATED MULTI SATELLITE RETRIEVALS FOR 52M

J/”’{fé CK}&.L];._

. start of lndtas

Soviimg L YIS

maonsaon season

Vanita Srivastava
w vasita sdmasaava@fmdm:armm o

NEW DELHE Data from the
National Aerenautics and
Space Administration’s (NASA)
Integrated Muilti sateliite
Retrievals for GPM (IMERG)
was Used te create an image and
animation fo show the advent of
Hwdia's monsoon.

Monsoon rainfall, although a
iittle Inter than normad, startedon
Jumes, 215 nsouthern India, The
Glohal Precipitation Measurement
coresatellite pathered rainfall data
that was used to create an anima-
Hon showing where precipitation
el as the season started.

Dye to El Nino conditions, some
meteorofogists predict that mon-
soon rainfall will be below normat
this year Cooling rainfail cormes to
the country after high tempera:
fures preceding the monsocon Have
caused more than 2,300 reported
deaths,
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

AR Fd ok kA

725{A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66,

Dated 14 +« & . /J5
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission, The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC websile,
Q(W -
: N N’
Q &M(a ‘

Assistarlt Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath {English) & Publicity

Director {T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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