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7 states saw drop in
rainfall in last 30 yrs

India Also Saw More ‘Dr

Tof

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

93

New Delhi: Seven states —
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal, Himachal Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Megha-
laya and Nagaland — have
shown “significant decreas-
ingtrends” in annual rainfall
in the last 30 years and many
parts of the country wit-
nessed increase in number of
“dry days” during the mon-

soon season which adversely

affected groundwater re-
charges in theseregions.
Theseare some of thekey
findings of areport, ‘Observ-
ed Rainfall Variability and
Changes’, which was shared
by the ministry of earth sci-
ences (MoES) with a parlia-
mentary panel in response to
the latter’s queries on chang-
ing rainfall patterns in the
context of its impact on agri-
culture. The ministry ana-
lysed rainfall pattern over 28
states and the Union Territo-
ry of J&K based on data of
thelast 30 years.
Thereportsaid the situa-
tion for agriculture or water
recharge in certain states in
the Ganga river basin (UP,

NOT A DROP IN SIGHT

Biharand West Bengal), Del-
hiand some southern states
was “alarming”, as thenum-
ber of dry days (daily rain-
fall of 2.5 mm or less) during
thesouth-west monsoon was
“significantly increasing”.

MoES secretary Madha-

van Rajeevan said, “It could
be attributed to climate
change. Global warming is
happening and it has im-
pacted the climate in India
as well. As a result, many
parts of the country have

seen decreasing trends
while others witnessed in-
creasing trends.”

y Days’: Govt Report

“Such a study may help
farmers plan their agricul-
tural activities and con-
serve/utilise available wa-
ter resources,” Rajeevan
said. The parliamentary
standing committee on sci-
ence & technology and envi-
ronment, headed by Con-
gress’s Jairam Ramesh, sub-
mitted its report to Parlia-
menton Friday.

“Five states, viz Bihar,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, West
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh,
have shown statistically sig-
nificant decreasing trends in
south-west monsoon rainfall.
These five states, along with
twomore states— Arunachal
Pradesh and Himachal Pra-
desh — have also shown sta-
tistically significant decreas-
ing trends in annual rain-
fall,” the report said. The re-
port said the frequency of
rainfall of lower intensity, fa-
vourable for soil and ground
water recharge, was decreas-
ing in these regions. Overall,
there was significant chang-
es in the frequency of dry
days, rainy days and heavy
rainfall events in different
parts of the country.

Fullreporton www.W
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Howdn
BJP should
ask Gujarat

to sign water

pact: Patil
H-4/2

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AURANGABAD

Irrigation Minister Jayant
Patil has said BJP leaders.
from Maharashtra should

urge the saffron party-led

government in Gujarat to

sign the agreement for in-

ter-State ~ water-sharing

projects.

This will help Marath-
wada region too, and the

_ State government has gi-
ven preference to solve
water problems in the
drought-prone region, the
minister told reporters af-
ter a meeting with depart-
ment + officials on
Saturday.

Asked about the criti-
cism from BJP leaders
about no provision made
for ‘Marathwada in the
State budget, he said,
“Thirty = projects  are
planned, and of them, 11
are completed to channel
water towards Marathwa-
da. Seven more such pro-
jects will commence in
_the coming times.” .

“The BJP leaders, rath-
er than pointing at us, if
they think projects for
Marathwada are impor-
tant, they should insist
upon their Gujarat lead-
ers to sign the inter-State
agreement,” Mr. Patil said. /
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N MPs’commitiee
seeksrobust
system for
packedwater

NEWDELHL, MARCHS 7

. The Parliamentary ‘Standing

" Committee on Water Resources
has recommended to the gov-
ernment to expeditiously setup
a robust monitoring mecha-
nism to ensure selling of “pack-
aged” drinking water/mineral
water as per quality standards
prescribed by the law.

In its report tabled in Par-
liament, the committee
expressed concerns that low
quality water was being sold
in the market in the name of
packaged water causing seri-
ous health hazards. :

It pitched for ringing in

‘“urgent measures” to beef up
the monitoring staff in States
andthe UTstoaddresstheissue.
The recommendations are in
the context of the committee’s
conclusion that there were very
few convictions as against the
number of violations reported
during the past five years: 2014-
15102017-18.—TNS
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*/ BBMP council unites over
~ water shor

‘

BWSSB chairperson
promises additional
90 MLD water this
summer
e

BENGALURU, DHNS

ightingindifferencesover
Fissues ranging from gar-

bage to footpath, corpo-
ratorsatthe BBMP council, for
a change, stood united on Sat-
urday over the looming threat
of a shortage of potable water
this summer. :

Apprehensive over the
steady supply of potable wa-
ter, the council held a special
meeting in the presence of
BWSSB chairperson Tushar
Girinath to discussthe possible
alternatives.

Highlighting citizens’ plight,
Muneendra Kumar, leader of
the ruling party, said: “There
is already a severe shortage of
water in the start of the sum-
mer. What will be the scene
duringits peak? Evenifyou dig
1,300 ft, there is no guarantee

of water in Bengaluru. In the
Yelahanka Zone alone, we have
dug over 76 borewells. Still, we
are unable to cope with the
situation.”

Yet another senior BJP
leader Padmanabha Reddy
said: “The BBMP is caught in
a bitter fight between BWSSB
and BDA, especially along the
outskirts. The board claims to
have installed the sewerage
network all across the city.
Yet the sewage is getting into
stormwater drains and people
have been cursing us. When
the BWSSB plans its projects,
none of us is consulted in our
own wards. What shall we tell
citizens when they ask about
the supply of water?”

Joining the debate, former
Mayor G Padmavathi said,
“There is water politics in my
ward where powerful lead-
ers take over the water-valve.
When we call BWSSB officials
over the improper supply of
water, they do notevenreceive
our calls.

“When people question
about the exorbitant water
bills, they are sent from pillar
to post. During the two-hour
water supply, only air gushes
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Kumar, BBMP commissioner B H Anil Kumar and BWSSB

chairman Tushar Girinath

during the council meeting

on Saturday. bH PHOTO/S K DINESH

out of the pipe. Citizens are
burdened unnecessarily with
the costs.”

Population up; no water

Abdul Wajid, Leader of the
Oppositioninthe Council said,
“Ever since the 110 villages
were added to the BBMP lim-
its, Bengaluru’s population has
shotup by 40 per cent. Howev-
er, the quantity of water sup-
plied has remained the same
even after a decade. I wonder
whether Bengalureans are

getting their share of water as
advocated by WHO.”

BJP leader Padmanabha
Reddy demanded that the
BWSSB must issue a deadline
onwhen it will supply water in
these 210 villages as work has
been happening for close to a
decade.

“The government has em-
barked on the Yettinahole pro-
ject. What plans does BWSSB
have to get water to TG Halli
and when will it reach Hes-
araghatta? Also, has BWSSB

ooooooo

tage this summer ., .,

achieved any success in reduc-
ing its pilferage and leakage
ratio so that the city gets more
water?

BWSSB's response
Replying, Girinath said he
would address all the queries
and look into every problem
raised by the corporators.
“This summer we will be get-
ting an additional 50 MLD
(5 crore litres) of water every
day. Currently, we are supply-
ing about 1,400 MLD across
the city and there is scope for
supplying another 100 MLD,”
hestated.

On the digging of roads by
BWSSB, Girinathsaid, “As part
of providing a water network
toll0villages, wehad dugup a
2,700-km stretch. Of this, the
work on 2,075 km has already
beencompleted. A fewstretch-
es in Whitefield and HRBR
Layout needs to be completed
and it will be done soon. By
March 2021, wewill completely
accomplish thework, andwork
onthe5thphase of the Cauvery
water supply will begin. Until
the completion of work (2023), |
we will supply water once a |
week to thesevillages.”
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Mekong Delta
people spend morg
on freshw ery,

rom dusk till dawn, roaming dis-

tricts of Giong Tom and Ba Tri in

the Mekong Delta province of
Ben Tre, are dozens of tractors deliv-
ering freshwater to local households.
Burdened with massive debts due to
crops impacted by saline intrusion,
people in the Mekong Delta are now
also forced to spend money on fresh-
water to survive this year’s devastating
drought. “Have you shipped water to
my house?” Bay, a farmer in Giong
Tom District, called to ask a provider
just to know that how long she would
have to wait. “Water ran out yesterday ’
so I have not taken a shower yet,” Bay
told the online newspaper Vietnam-
net. “If they do not deliver freshwater
this afternoon, I may have to carry a
bucket to my neighbour, asking for
water.” People of Giong Tom District
said their lives were turned upside
down after the Tet (Lunar New Year)
Holiday, as either tap water or spring
water had high salinity, while nc
households stored freshwater in tanks
for daily use. Van, owner of a café ir
the district’s Binh Thanh Commune
said tap water had tasted salty fo
months. “It costs me VND10,000 (4}
US cents) a day to buy bottled water
for brewing coffee and tea for sale,” shz
said. “My son-in-law had workers fron
Tien Giang Province drill a well ia
search of freshwater, but failed. My
husband attempted it, but could net
find a good source of water,” she
added. )
Ven is among “independent” res+
dents as her family owns a tractor
which her son drives daily to take
freshwater from a well 3km away from

. her home for cleaning and showering.

“It costs VND150,000 (US$6.48) for a
cubic metre of water delivered to your
doorstep, while the expense for bring-

ing water home on our own is only
VND50,000 ($2.16),” said Van. Sitting
in the scorching sun while observing
a canal in front of his house, Tu Hieu
refrained from taking a dip as he
would have to re-shower with fresh-
water. “I may take a shower at the end
of the day,” he said. Thousands of peo:
ple in Ben Tre Province have witnessed
their lives slipping into the hands of
water providers. “The water shortage
happens annually, yet it is more severe
this year as saline intrusion happens a
month earlier than normal,” said Hieu.

Each family spends from
VND500,000 to 1.5 million ($21.6 to
64.8) monthly on fresh water. “Howev-
er, it is not always available,” said Lan
in Binh Thanh Commune. “Sometimes -
it takes two to three days for a tank of
water to be delivered, as providers pri-
oritise early orders,” she added.

While his neighbours lose sleep
over water, Nguyen Van Tam is lucky
enough to hit a source. “Unable to |
afford the high cost of freshwater, I had |
workers drill a well, hoping to find |
drinkable water underground. Fortu- -
nately, the dream came true,” said!
Tam. “Well water is for cleaning and |
showering, collected rainwater is for:
cooking. Last week, when my grand-
children from HCM City came to visit!
us, I let them use rainwater to shower:
so it ran out,” he said. In front off
Nguyen Thi Thuy Tien’s house in Tan:
Hoa Village, Binh Thanh Commune,
there is always a crowd waiting to
pump water. A month ago, Tien had a|
well drilled. Her neighbours followed |
yet were unable to find any groundwa-
ter. “It is God’s will,” said Tien. “Since
then, people have come here to buy
water for their families or for resale.”
Tien sells a cubic metre of water for,
VND20,000 ($86 US cents). /
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’Heavyrain
waterlogging,

pedestrians making attempts to protect themselves from

heavy rains in the Capital on Friday.

DEEPAK

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 6 MARCH

Heavy rain along with thun-
derstorm lashed Delhi-NCR
today, bringing down the
temperature and causing
traffic jams and waterlog-
ging in various places.

The downpour that
began Thursday evening
continued through the day
on Friday.

According to the Indian
Meteorolgical Department
(IMD), the Safdarjung obser-
vatory, which provided rep-
resentative figures, record-
ed 16.8 mm rainfall on Fri-
day till 5.30 pm while Palam
recorded 22.3 mm rainfall
till 5.30 pm.

“Squall line with reflvty
upto 50dBz moving north-

eastwards across Delhi has
started causing moderate
rain and thunderstorm with
gusty wind over western
parts of Delhi,” tweeted
IMD.

The national capital has
been receiving spells of
rains since 4 March report-
edly due to a western dis-
turbance. The frequency of
rains is likely to reduce on
Saturday.

The IMD has also fore-
cast another western dis-
turbance which is likely to
impact the northern region
from the night of 10 March.

Western disturbances
are storms that originate
over the Mediterranean
region and which typical-
ly hit India in winter, bring-
ing rain.

trathics

lashes Capital; causes
narl-ups

<113

Rains affected traffic movement in the Capital on Friday.
AMARIEET SINGH

The private weather fore-
caster Skymet Weather said,
"We still have some promis-
ing days ahead in the com-
ing week also as we expect
some more rains for the
state of Haryana.”

It had said on Thursday,
“Thunderstorms are likely
to hit the region from Thurs-
day to Saturday. It will peak
on Friday afternoon. Wind
speed likely to reach 50
km/hr. Trees and hoard-
ings may get damaged,”

The scientists are expect-
ingitto be one of the most
intense western distur-
bances seen so far this year,
and said that it will bring
widespread snowfall to the
hills and rain to the plains.

For some people the
downpour turned out to

be "fun" and they shared
pictures and videos on their
social media.

However, for many this
spell of rains caused incon-
venience, especially because
it resulted in waterlogging
on roads and streets and
caused traffic snarl-ups
across Delhi and its out-
skirts. The visibility also
dropped considerably in
the afternoon due to dense
clouds.

The rains over the last two
days have brought down
the temperature. The rains
and strong winds have
improved Delhi's air qual-
ity. At 9:45 am, the overall
Air Quality Index (AQI) of
Delhireportedly stood at 69,
which is in the "satisfacto-

ry" category. i
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Waterlogging, jams
as rain lashes capital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH 6

[ STRONG SHOWERS lashed the
| capital Friday, causing water-
| logging and traffic jams in parts
| of the city and also breaking the
| record of highest 24-hour rain-
| fallin the month of March, since
12015.

| Hail was also reported in
| parts of the National Capital
| Region Friday coupled with
| strong, gusty winds of about
|50kmph, as per the India
| Meteorological Department
| (IMD).

The IMD's Safdarjung obser-
| vatory, which is representative
| of the city, recorded 20.4mm of
'rainfall in 24 hours since 8.30
'am Thursday. On Friday, be-
{tween 8.30 am and 5.30 pm,
| there was 16.8mm of rainfall.
| The 24-hour rainfall figure
| recorded on Friday is the high-
‘est for the month of March
/since 2015, when it was
/56.8mm on March 2.
| Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
'IMD's regional forecasting cen-
‘tre in Delhi, said, "The reason
'behind the rains has been a
'strong Western Disturbance,
'which was slow moving and
 that's why rains were recorded
lover two days."

Parts of the city received
more rainfall than others, such
-as the Ridge, which recorded
:24.8mm of rains between 8.30
‘amand 5.30 pm Friday. The fig-
‘ure in Palam was 22.3mm and

Strong, gusty winds were also witnessed. Praveen Khanna

THE WEEK AHEAD

Forecast

Sat  Cloudy,lightrain

Mon Strong winds

Wed Partlycloudy

Lodhi Road 17.8mm.

Dark clouds covered the sky
in parts of the city by late after-
noon and the showers brought
traffic to a standstill in some ar-
eas

fected onRaniJhansi Road after
awall of an Eidgah collapsed in
the rain, Delhi Traffic Police
tweeted.

Waterlogging also affected
traffic from Majnu Ka Tila to-
wards Wazirabad, and obstruc-

in Nofth Delhi, trafficwas af-'

tion in the flow was reported

from ITO towards Laxmi Nagar

after a vehicle broke down
around 7pm, police said.

The rains over the past cou-
ple of days have also brought
down the mercury. The maxi-
mum temperature recorded
Friday was 22.4 degrees Celsius,
six degrees below normal,
while the minimum tempera-
ture was 14 degrees Celsius, one
degree above normal.

Itis forecast that parts of the
city may get slight drizzle or
very light raih on Saturday, and
the sky would be partly cloudy
with maximum and minimum
temperatures being 25 and 13
degrees Celsius.

Srivastava said the next
Western Disturbance is ex-
pected to hit the capital on the
day of Holi, March 10, when a
slight drizzle is expected in the
night. The following day could
also receive light rain.

oooooono



News item/letter/article/editorial published on 07 /D‘3 &0& (28

in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi) [0 Deccan Herald (Bengaluru ) Fera (75 Twen)

>
The Statesman (New Delhi) [OJ Deccan Cronicle 79 9Rd TsEE (% o)
The Times of India (New Delhi) WEconomic Times (New Delhi) gaTe e (feE)

The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)
Pioneer (Delhi)

g wew (R

[0 Business Standard(New Delhi)
[0 The Tribune (Gurugram)

[0 Financial Express

O &fw s (= fee)

ToreE ufEE (@ o)
e SR (7@ o)
Serded (fewel)

ooooooo

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

City sees highest 24-hour
rainfall for March in 5 yrs

Western Disturbance To Blame; Another Spell On March 10

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi on Friday
recorded its highest 24-hour
rainfall in the month of
March since 2015. India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said that the Safdar-
jung observatory, which pro-
vided representative figures
for Delhi, recorded 20.4 mm
rainfall till8.30am. On March
2, 2015, it had rained 56.8 mm
in the national capital.

The weather station at so-
uth Delhi’s Palam logged
15.3mm rainfall, Lodhi Road
20.6mm, Ayanagar 19.lmm
andtheRidgestation18.6mm.

Meanwhile, the rain that
lashed the national capital
overnight and also on Friday
afternoon brought the mercu-
ry down. Till 5.30pm, Safdar-
jung recorded 16.8mm rainfall,
Palam 22.3mm, Lodhi Road
17.8mm, Ridge 24.8mm and Ay-
anagar recorded 17.2mm rain.

On Friday, the capital re-
corded a minimum tempera-
ture of 14 degrees Celsius,
one notch above normal.
The maximum temperature
was 22.4 degree Celsius, six
notches below the normal.

“There was moderate ra-
infall both overnight as well
asintheafternoon. It wasalso
a windy day with an average
wind speed of 30-35 km per
hour and gusty spells up to
50km per hour. Another wes-
tern disturbance is also co-
ming on March 10 and drizzle
is expected in the night. On
March 11 and 12, light rain is

Piyal Bhattacharjee

WINTER LINGERS ON: The overnight rain brought the mercury
down in the capital to a minimum of 14 degrees Celsius on Friday

Themaximum and minimum
temperatures would be aro-
und 25 degrees and 13 degrees
Celsius, respectively.

expected,” a Met official said.

On Saturday, partly cloudy
sky isexpected with possibili-
ty of verylightrainordrizzle.
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The strong winds and
overnight rain also helped
the pollution levels in the city
stay in the satisfactory level
as the 24-hour average air qu-
ality index (AQI) clocked 64, a
marginal improvement from
Thursday’s 79, as per the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB)’s 4pm bulletin.

An AQI between 0 and 50
is considered good, 51 and 100
satisfactory, 101 and 200
moderate, between 201 and
300 poor, between 301 and 400
very poor and between 401 and
500, it is considered severe.

Asper CPCB, Delhi-NCR’s
average PM2.5 levels were re-
corded at20.1 micrograms per
cubic metre at 8pm on Friday,
well within the safe stan-
dards. The average PMI10 le-
vels were recorded at 41.4 mi-
crograms per cubic metre the
same time. The “emergency”
benchmark for these pollu-
tants under the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan is, respec-
tively, 300and 500 micrograms
percubicmetre, whilethesafe
standards are 60 and 100 mi-
crograms per cubic metre.

According to SAFAR, the
regional air quality hasimpro-
ved significantly owing to the
aerosol washout process. ‘An
improvement in AQI to the lo-
wer end of satisfactory to the
good category is expected for
tomorrow. The AQI is likely to
stay in the satisfactory catego-
ryfor Sunday. Itmay marginal-
ly deteriorate and enter the
moderate category on Mon-
day;” a SAFAR report said.
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