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Tougher pollution laws soon, vows minister ster

We plan to introduce amendments this session, Envnronment Mlmsterjavadekar says he is OptlmIStIC about land bill too

D By
BREATH |

AMITABH SINHA & LIZ MATHEW
NEW DELHI, MAY 4

THE GOVERNMENT will soon bring in
changes to the law to provide for tougher
punishments for pollution-related offences,
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar has
said,

In an interview to The Indian Express,
Javadekar said his ministry has finalised pro-
posalstoamend the Environment Protection
Act, 1986, and plans to introduce these in the
ongoingsession of Parliament itself. The pro-
posals have been submitted to the cabinet
for approval, he said.

Javadekar also said the government
wotild getthe land bill passed in the current
session of Parliament. “There is one week to
go, and three more days for the Rajya Sabha.
Many things can happen in eight days. Many
things will be cleared,” he said.

Asked why he thought the opposition

will changeitsstand on the land bill, he said,
“Logon ko sadbuddhi aati hai (People are vis-
ited with good sense), So let us wait for the fi-
nal days of the Parliament session.” Although
the bill was not mentioned in its list of busi-
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Prakash Javadekar addresses a function in New Delhilast week. 11

ness for the week beginning Tuesday, the
government said on Friday it would like to
bring in the bill before the Lok Sabha con-
cludes on May 8.

About the changes to environmental
laws, Javadekar said, “Today, you can issue
directions, you can register a violation, you

can register a criminal case which never gets
completed in a time-bound manner. So no-
body gets punished in that process. Or; oth-
erwise, you can only close the shop. But that
is not the way. You cannot close thousands
of industries. So there has to be a third thing.
That means, you have to create amechanism

where we increase the p

Offences under t
Protection Act are punis|
Rs 1 lakh, imprisonment
both. The minister did n
new ceiling of fines wou

Javadekarconceded t

1alties.”

2 Environment
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Ip to five years, or

f)pecjfy what the
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itthere was “pres-

sure” onIndia’s land and forest resources be-
cause of development needs. “We have only
2.5 per cent of the world's land mass and
have 17 per cent of the human as well as 17
per cent of the cattle population. Therefore,
there will always be pressure but still we
have to protect our environment and in-
crease the forest cover. How can we do that?
The answer is technology,” he said.

The Environment Ministry has been
working on making “comprehensive
amendments” to six green laws, including
the EPA, to bring them in line with current
requirements. Javadekar said the work will
take about six months to be finalised.

“The T S R Subramanian Committee has
given its inputs. Then all the states have given
their inputs. All experts and others too have
given theirinputs. All of them have been put
together and we have appointed a law firm
to draft the laws. That will take about six
months,” he said.

Butalaw on creating an authority to deal
with compensatory afforestation funds,
which was cleared by the cabinet recently,
will be introduced in the current session it-
self, Javadekar promised. “CAMPA
(Compensatory Afforestation Management
and Planning Authority) is a major step,”

Javadekar said the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment has performed “miracles” on the
environment front in its 11 months so far.
“We have made processes transparent. We
have started taking decisions. The ministry,
which was seen as a speed-breaker and a tax
ministry, we have converted into a facilitat-
ing and a very transparent ministry, where
we are accountable for all our actions.,”
Javadekar said,
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Nepal's
h

" moment of truth b

disaster management and state structure, to

be answered by its polity and those in charge
of governance, As reports point out, Népal‘s:ea;rthquake
tragedy — with the loss of 7,000 lives (and counting),
physical and psychological injuries to many more, and
extensive damage to property — has been exacerbated
by the fact that rescue, relief and rehabilitation efforts

s -the.ldugtss’éttles over Nepal, the landlocked
'A‘- country is saddled with questions related to

are concentrated in the Kathmandu valley. Areas closer

to the epicentre are mostly inaccessible: the roads are

broken, and landslips have ravaged an already difficult
terrain. Yet it is in these very areas that the damage has

been the most severe. The Nepal government has vir- g

tually thrown its hands up, showing up its incapacity to
address the severity of the problem, as aid flow from
agencies, and countries including India and China, has
filled the breach to a limited extent. This incapacity is,

to a great extent, the Nepal polity’s own making, unable

as it has been to complete the Constitution-writing
project started in 2008, ‘Meanwhile, poor governance
has rendered Nepal a difficult place to live in. Qut-

migration has been on the rise, even ag many Nepalis

have flocked to the capital city despite its congestion.
Most of the economic activity is concentrated in and

. around the valley. So are the donor agencies and the

bulk of the political leadership in charge of aid
distribution,

The issues that have held up the successful comple-

tion of the Constitution-writing process are closely

related to the present inability of the Nepal government
to respond quickly and effectively to the natural disas-
ter. If Nepal had been a truly federal republic with

greater decentralisation of power at the local levels, and
had a diversified economic base that is not limited to the
valley, would there not have been better roads and more
responsive administrative systems in place in some of
the most-affected places beyond the valley? If these
federal units had been structured in such a manner asto
give local ‘communities greater power and responsib-
ility, would they not have been more prepared to handle
disaster? Would not a strong executive unhindered by
differences between the presidericy and the parliamen-
taryleadership have helped more streamlined décision-

making? The answers to these questions are in the'

affirmative. This then suggests that the promise of the
successive Jan-Andolans that led to the formation of
the Constituent Assembly in the first place has to be
realised by a responsible and forward-thinking polity.
Nepal’s political class ought to use this juncture as a
spur to finalise a Constitution, This should allow its

 citizenry to be better prepared for any more such trage-

dies in the seismically fragile zone they inhabit,
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:andvmehesthathewm ersat theIndia
Snehamabeﬁﬂa'::mm““q the 1060s’ green revolution, r«eseearemi:1 I Depaxtment's
EWDELHE Achang  Themonsoon iSCUHESR Ly g range forecasts,
MUMBAI/N has pushed India as nearly 60% of SOWR- have concluded that the :
mganmnsu : = sector areas donot have 858‘1116‘1_ uret June September monsoon is )
aat mmmtmﬂ irrigation and a8t N increasingly becoming more
towardtﬂ nirw Pg’e still supports two - sluggish in the initial phase, .
]sjﬁltl::ls'ltoanewgysm tolneep the_p(_)_]:;lulafmn; pmguptuwmdsﬂleend
ionpluspeople,  Thechange PVl
feedmgab S ns have become
: m major concern for farm-
ers, scientists and policy-
T
- : adaptation. “We have long real- Par’IEnmt This reflects alack
Mﬂnsoon haS ised this. But the challenge isto  of trust, since farmers have to
' 1 replace a whole range of crops  spend alot on seeds,
Changed! fMMg and varieties, ensure they are “We have begun in right ear-
must tOO, high yielding, too, ar;dthgnpopu nest. But what we do not have
larise them with far an answer to, at present, is how
Although suchlaterevivalpat-  HS Gupta, the director-general to bring them to the field, when
terns tend to improve therainfall  of Borlaug Institute for South farmersaresousedtooldervarie-
scenario, they canstill roilfarms ~ Asia and former head of Indian  ties. This cannot happen without
because of cropcycles. TheIMD's ~ Agricultural Research Institute,  a national farmer re-education
study was published recently in For instance, under Gupta’s  programme,” Gupta said. .
the journal Mausam. watch, a new variety of basmati “The government should con-
Some previous studies, too, called “Pusa 1509” was devel- tinue with its efforts to revamp
have shown that peak mon- oped. It can be planted in July-  cropping patterns, to shift the
soon months were shifting to  end with an even higher yield, focus from growing water inten-
August and September, with rather than Juneasitslifespan  sive crops in the rain-fed areas
more extreme rainfall events.  hasbeen brought dawnﬁnm 165  to the water abundant regions
“Peak rainy months are moving  days to 120 days. of north east India, which have
to August-September, monsoon The state-run National the potential of becoming the
withdrawal is getting delayed to  Initiative on Climate Resilient  food bowl of the country,” said
mid-October and merging with  Agriculture project has devel- Chandrajit Banerjee, director
northeast [winter] monsoon. So  oped flood- and drought-tolerant  general, Confederation of Indian
farmerswillhavetoadapttothese  rice varieties, while global farm . Industries (CII).
changes,” said Gauravendra P consortiumssuch as CGIAR are
Singh, a monsoon investigator  tryingtopopularisearice-sowing ~-
with the IMD. technique that requires less water:
For a good harvest, the mon- Shorter-duration crops and
soon must not justbe timelybut  conservation farming are now
also evenly distributed across  two “well-regimented” govern-
various food-bowl states. Given  ment-backed climate adaptation
current farming practices, good  strategies. The latter is based

3
Covering L., YIS

rain in June and July is vital,
as farmers sow a variety of
kharif crops such as rice, maize,
corn, pulses, soya and cotton.
Varieties developed during the
green revolution are primed for
these two months.

Alive to the challenges of cli-
mate change, the government
has taken cautious steps towards

on three principles: minimum
tillage of land, always-covered-
mth-m'ops land and mixed crop-
ping. But these remain very lim-
ited in reach.

However, only 3% of farmers
are either aware of or willing to
change tried and tested varie-
ties, according to a survey cited
in a recent statement made in
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Govt mulling insurance
against natural disaster

resnnas "
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NEW DELHE: The government may
consider setting up a natural
calamity insurance pool, espe-
cially in the wake of the Nepal
earthquake that caused heavy
loss of life and property, and
sparked warnings that India

too is at risk. ;
This insurance pool will be an
addition to the existing national
calamity fund and the Prime
Minister’s Relief Fund. = e ; 2
Earlier in 2013, nonife insur- = A Nepalese village in ruins after the recent earthquakes. PHOTO: AFP
ance companies had presented a :
concept paperonthesametothe based insurance and ensure ly in the Himalayas and in the
National Disaster Management  financial support to everyone north-Indian states of Jammu
Authority (NDMA). Theconeept  affected by natural calamity” and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh,
paper underlined the need to set “Recent instances indicate Uttarakhand, West Bengal,
upapool todeal withsuchnatu-  that a large number of people  Assam and Delhi, fall under
ral disasters. affected by such calamities do  seismic zones. g
The proposal is at a naseent  not get any support due to lack With indiscriminate sprout-
stage, and the contours and the  of insurance cover, or theyhave  ing of high-rise buildings, the
gtructure of the poolare yetto todepend on government sup- threatof damageintheevent of
be decided. port. It is time we created such any catastropheis compounded.
“It is important to look into  a provision that will support Almost 60% of India is vul-
the issue, more so as several  life, and help rebuild property  nerable to earthquakes. In 2001,
parts of India too are vulner-  in such catastrophes,” Rakesh  the Gujarat earthquake claimed
able to such incidents,” saidan  Jain, CEO, Reliance General about 20,000 lives, The earth-
official source. The insurance Insurance, told HT. quake in Nepal last week has
pool is aimed at providing “event Several Indian cities, especial-  left over 6,000 dead.

Covering L., YIS

SAFETY FIRST New fund could be set up in addition to the

pxist"ijngi national calamity fund and PM’s Relief Fund
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Nepal earthquake is how safe are Indian cities and

what needs to be done to ensure that buildings don't
_ collapse like a pack of cards in the event of a strong
earthquake. Most experts are unanimous in their opinion
that not a Indian single city will be able to withstand a major
earthquake. Experts have also warned that Delhi and the sur-
rounding region would have been flattened had the epicentre
of the quake been in or near the Capital. While India has a
good range of seismic codes covering a variety of structures,
the cities still fall in the high-risk category because there is no
robust mechanism that implements these codes — the National
Building Code 2005, Master Plan of Delhi 2021, Vulnerability
Atlas 2006, and building bylaws — in constructions.

An equally grave problem is that India does not yet have
a policy on retrofitting old buildings even though a city like
Delhi has a high percentage masonry buildings, which could
collapse during an earthqualke. Retrofitting is not an easy job

, and is time-consuming and expensive. For example, Los Angeles

| took30yearsto retrofit its old buildings. So governments need

| to prioritise which buildings it needs to retrofit first; usually |
it is the “life line” buildings like schools, hospitals and key ||
government offices that can become nodal points in times of |
emergency. A few years ago, as part of a pilot project in Delhi,
the government had selected five key buildings for retrofit-
ting. But that project was abandoned mid-way. Mumbai has
also been considering with the idea of bringing in a policy on
retrofitting since the Thane house collapse in 2013, but there
has been no movement on that so far. There is also a dearth
of structural engineers who can do this work.

While it is the duty of the government to inspect and
do the needful, citizens also should not shy away from tak-
ing responsibility. After an earthquake, residents’ welfare
associations can call experts to do a quick visual survey of
buildings and this can be repeated every six months. These

3 will not eliminate damage from quakes, but they will certainly
Covering L., YIS minimise them. ! i
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Indebted to Indla but need _
more help, says PM Koirala ">

Rahul Singh
= rahul singh@hindustanfimes.com

KATHMANDU: Prime Minister
‘Sushil Koirala Friday said Nepal
was indebted to India for its swift
response to the humanitarian
crisis following the devastating
earthquake, but the country
needed more help.

India would doall it can to help
the Himalayan nation, national
security adviser Ajit Doval, who
arrived in Kathmandu earlier in
the day with foreign secretary S
Jaishankar; said.

Speaking to HT after being
briefed by officials on the pace
of aid delivery tofar{lung areas,
Koirala said, “I have no words
to express appreciation for the

Covering L., YIS

Indian assistance. Actually, the
contribution of all international
teams, including the Chinese, has
been extraordinary.”

Aid has just begun to trickle
into rural areas close to the epi-
centre of the 7.9-magnitude earth-
quake. Many villages continue to
remain inaccessible.

The PM said reconstruction
wotld be an uphill task and he
would talk to the Indian govern-
ment about it in details later.

“Sahnebahut acchakaam kiya
hai (everyone has done a great
job)...but more help is needed,”
said Koirala, a day after HT wrote
that India was preparing a plan to
assist Nepal's rebuilding effort.

Doval and Jaishankar are there
to take stock of rescue and relief
work. “Reconstruction will fol-
are quite moving and India will

provide Nepal and its people with
whatever they want,” Doval said
after visiting Barpak, the epicen-
treof the impoverished country’s
worst earthquake in 80 years.

Asked to assess the scale of
destruction, Jaishankar held out
his cellphone and said, “Look at
these pictures (unending rows
of flattened houses).” Zooming
into an image, he pointed at blue
specks and said they were fents
pitched up by relief teams.
ureof the government fo provide
aid to the victims.

Mohan Bahadur Basnet, the
member of parliament from
Smdhupalchok, said relief had
not reached many parts of his
constituency —one of the worst-
affected districts. “There were
66,000 houses before the quake.
Only 1,000 are left now;” he said.
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CHIEF SCIENTIST, NGRI !

NGRIHAS along history of carrying out sci-
entific investigations on earthquakes.
Precursor study is one of the obvious areas
of earthquake research but there are anum-
ber of other studies that enrich our knowl-
edge of earthquakes.

Our team has been working on a proj-
ect which deals with mapping of earth-
quake sources, the elastic wave propaga-
tion and ground motion ampliﬁcat‘ion at
various sitesw‘ithinlndia.’Ihepmjecthas.a
number of objectives and one such is in-
cluding an estimation of horizontal ground
motiunwit]ﬂnmelndo-cmgeﬁcplain_s.due

NGRIlabis workingon determining the recurrence interval of ‘great' quakes

| e A

YT

The Times of India (A)

the s1gns o

1o large earthquakesin Himalaya, like the
one that happened epal on April 25,
2015. One of our bjectives is to de-

termine the recurrence interval of ‘great
earthquakes, those magnitude 8 and
above, in the Himalayan region.
Earthquakes are oneof the least under-
stood natural occurrences. We do not have
much information about the events that
have happened in the past. Our project,
which has about 20 scientists and equal

 number of students, tries to fill that £ap.

Earthquakes, especially the big ones, leave
imprints that are evident even after cen-
turies. We are trying to find these imprints.
in different parts of the Himalayas and, us-
ing carbon-dating methods, trying to puta
date on them. s,

Similar kind of studies have been doné

t turmoil

by others as well. A group of scientists had

concluded, after extensive studies in the
Northeast, that eventslike the great Shillong
earthquake of 1897 had a recurrence cycle
of about 400-600 years in that region.

If one scans the global seismicity cata-
logues for the last hundred years, the big
earthquakes of magnitude 8 and above do
nothappen more thanonce ayearonanav-
erage globally. However, the actual location
of suchlarge earthquakes occurringinnear
future cannot be predicted.

Seismology isavery young science. The
advent of high-fidelity seismological instru-
‘ments, large data and sophisticated
computational facilitiesis leading us to un-
derstand the ke processes. [t needs

to be built up and that is what we are

* tryingtodo.
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Vidya Venkat

NEW DELHI: The Parliamentary
‘Standing Committee on Envi-

ronment and Forests has ex-

pressed displeasure over the

fund cuts for the Ministry this
financial year, The committee
has found that the Plan alloca-
tion for centrally-sponsored
schemes in the current year
has gone down by almost 50
per cent. While the total allo-
cation for Plan and non-Plan
expenditure was Rs. 2,510
crore in 2014-15, it is down to
Rs. 2,047 crore this year.

In its report, tabled in both
Houses of Parliament on April
27, it has noted that despite
greater funding to States be-
ing provided under the 14th
Finance Commission, the pri-

mary responsibility for envi-
ronmental protection ought

to rest with the concerned
Union Ministry. It hasfurther

recommended the Ministry to.

take close monitoring and
corrective steps and present
an Action Taken Report in
this regard. The committee
has also found that funds allo-
cated in previous years re-
main underutilised.

4 River conservation hit

The committee has come
down heavily on the Centre
for the drastic cut in alloca-
tion to the National River
Conservation Plan. The com-
plete lack of funding either
under the Central Plan or

3

Parliamentary panel criticis

THE COMMITTEE'S FINDINGS

3 Prevention and contrel

of pollution

7> Monitoring of forest
cover and forest inventory
3% Ongoing work to

reduce pollution in rivers

»» Mapping, delineation, and
demarcation of hazard lines/
ecological sensitive areas

Programmes likely to be affected by budget cuts

Target to clean 80% critcally pol- | /) No headwiay madle i
litee stretches n rivers assigned |/ Green India Mission for
to MoEF remains undelivered i [ forestry, in four years

and capacity development in
National Coastal Management
Programme !

* 3% Recovery programme for
;:ﬁtic_ally endangered species
2 Project Tiger: Voluntary
village relocation from Critical
Tiger Habitat and Special Task

Force

English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

es greer

{0nly spending on Clmate
Chiange has been ncreased]

State Plan in 2015-16, means
that the existing funds are not |
even enough to carry out on-
going sanctioned works, the|
report notes, For the financial
year 2015-16, against a pro-
jected requirement of Rs. 295/
crore, a provision of only Rs.
40 crore has been made|
available,

States respond

Thiruvanchoor ~ Radhak- -
rishnan, Kerala Environment
Minister told The Hindu that

Covering L., YIS

theissue of reduced allotment
was raised during the April 6
State Environment and For-
est Minister’s conference in

New Delhi. “A State like Ker-

ala has 29.8 per cent forest
cover, of which reserve forest
area including area under
wildlife sanctuaries constitu-
tes 28 per cent. This hasled to
increased man-animal con-
flict,” he said, “From Kasar-
god to Thiruvananthapuram
we are faced with deaths of
several people due to animals

coming out of the forests,” hé

said, and added

to the State was h@é&fﬁci’eﬂtte-

address such issues.
Prashant Kumar, Secreta-
1y, Forest Department, Mad-
hya Pradesh, said, “Last year
the budget for tiger conserva-
tion was Rs. 180 crore, this
year it is only Rs. 161 crore.

The Madhya Pradesh govern-

ment being keen on tiger con-

servation has a lot of work to

achieve on the ground, which

ly assessing the i
sent budgetary allo
various projects.
On devolution of greater
share of responsibility to the
States, Charan Singh, Reserve
Bank of India Chair Professor
of Economics at I1IM, Banga-
lore said that since forests had
been included as one of the
or resource allocation

impact . i
schemes, States should find
way to better utilise the addi-
tional resources provided to

pendence Day speech in 2014,
in which he had raised the is-

sue of various Ministries
fighting each other and work- |
ing in silos, he said that reduc-
ing the Centre’s role and )
increasing that of States in.

various areas of governance -
would address that problem
effectively.

l
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® A family salvages basic items from
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the debris of their house in Bhaktapur,
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near Kathmandu.

moving back indoors from parks and camps they had moved to out of fear,

Kathmandu moves indo%rs,

People whose homes aren’t destroyed are slowly

RAJ K RAJ/HT

villages struggle in the open

ASSESS Survivors make their way back home; UN estimates 6 lakh houses destroyed

Rahul Singh and Utpal Parashar ping coffee at Nly; by landslides. centres, as well as field hospitals
= letters@hindustantimes The haunting siren of ambu- The anxiety of people from  set up by India and other foreign
laneces broke his thought, worst-affected places was pal- nations, were reporting a spike
KATHMANDU: The death toll from Freshaftershocks,rainandthe  pable. “We lost everything ...  inwater-borne illnesses.
Nepal’s devastating earthquake overpowering stench of rotting  house, belongings, friends and The WHO said a quick assess-
rosesteadilypast 6,200on Friday,  corpses trappedunderneathcol-  relatives. This darkness will  mentof the worst-hit districts has
although the devastated capital lapsed buildings underlined how always haunt us,” said 25-year-  found some hospitals damaged
city showed signsof normallife  the prospectsof findingsurvivors  old Kalpana Pandit Lama, who  ordestroyed but most are coping
withnervoussurvivors camping ~ were becoming more remote. dreads returning to Bhaktapur.  well with no extra staff or beds
in parks and roadsides moving Among the dead in Nepal were There were others priming  required. The Nepalese health
back indoors and coffee shops 38 Indians, the highest number  for a second shot at life. “Twant  system took measures to prepare
opening to serve tired patrons, of casualfies among foreigners. to carve out a bright future for such emergencies, it added.
Hot espressos at the posh Mostof themdiedinKathmandu, for myself. Good memories The United Nations says,
Nly eafé in Lainchaur near including nine inside a hotel  can blunt the pain of the bad 6,00, houses have been
Narayanhiti Palace, now a inThamelwhilefourwereburied ones,” says Asma Silwal, astu-  destroyed or damaged,
museum, and the bustle of traf- under the collapsed Dharahara  dent of Tribhuwan University “Inaccessibility to some
fic were subtle signs of a crawl-  tower, in Kirtipur, remote areas, the lack of heli-
back to life, Away from the capital, aid Disposal of bodieswasbecom-  copters, poor communication
“It seems a curfew has been wasbeingairdropped insomeof ing a problem for officials, and security concerns remain
lifted, There was only a deafen-  Nepal's far-flung towns and vil.  who have ordered immediate the main challenges in deliver-
ing silence here till yesterday.  lages nestled among mountains cremations six days after the ing relief," said Farhan Hag, !
Things seem to be getting alit-  and foothills. But transporting  7.9-magnitude quake hit the deputy spokesman for the UN )
tlebetter,” said Nepal Investment goods overland remained a chal- i nation. secretary-general. {
Bank executive Pramod Saha, sip- lengehecause roads were blocked Nepal's overworked medical 3

(With agency inputs)
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‘Govt allocates 718 000 crto
transform PM’s constituency

FACELIFT Since NDA govt came to power, infrastructure projects spanning
ministries like highways, shipping and water resources approved in Varanasi

improve living conditions but
also give a big boost to the city’s
economy,” said an official.

The push for modernising the
cityis coming right from the top,
with the prime minister’s office
closely monitoring the progress
of projects. “Besides meetings, we
have tosend regular updates tothe
PMO,” said an official.

Development of the national
highway network around the
holy city is a key focus area with

3
Covering L., YIS

 Moushumi Das Gupta SE

=y T /| NO DEARTH OF FUNDS |
MEW DELHI: Prime Minister v\ 218,349 ar Total funds allocated
Narendra Modi's constituency vy ; to Varanasi _
of Varanasi is getting an ambi- R i i
tious 18 349-crore makeover as - i 13,775 aore.
the government pours in money suzesf‘-'e" highw_q)"c_ts
to boost the dilapidated infra- bz i
structure of the holy eity that 4,200 crore
has fallen into disrepair. Augmentation of

Sinece the BJP came to power in navigational infra-:
Ma;; infrastructure projects span- structure between
ning different ministries such as Allahabad and Haldia
highways, shipping, urban devel- 5285 crore
opment and water resources have For riverfront develop-
been approved and are at various ment under Ganga
stages of implementation. cleanup mission

“It's not just a facelift but an : ;
overall development of one of the = e o 289 crore
oldest living cities. These projects, = Varanasi is one of the oldest IMng cities. AJAY ABGARWAL/HT FILE —._I-Fur heritage rejuvenation
once complete, would not only

seven projects worth 313,775 crore
approved since last September.
To give a spurt to river trans-
port, the Centre has also approved
4,200 crore as part of the Jal
Marg Yojana. This will improve

-navigational infrastructure to

help facilitate the movement of
bigger vessels on the 1,600-km
stretch of the Ganga between
Uttar Pradesh’s Allahabad and
Haldia in West Bengal.

“In the first phase, we have
started work on a 1.400-km stretch
between Varanasi and Haldia.
Currently, the stretch is underu-
tilised because of inadequate
infrastrueture,” said an official.

The urban development min-
istry has also allocated 89 crore
to Varanasifor heritage conserva-
tion and improving publicameni-
ties, as one of the 12 cities under
the Heritage City Development

and Augmentation Yojana,

The city will also get a hig share
of the Centre’s 220,000 crore ear-
marked for the National Mission
for Cleaning Ganga. “On Tuesday;
projects worth 3279 erove for riv-
erfront development and setting
up of sewage treatment plant
under NMCG would be approved.
Already 35.5 crore has been sanc-
tioned for sprucing up seven ghats
along the Ganga,” said an official.
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9’/ Karﬁ}'ﬂéka, Tamil Nadﬁ"iﬁi"ss‘ the big picture astheyspar
) over building more dams over a depleted river

/7 ARNATAKA'SINSISTENCE ON building two more dams on the Cauvery could
lead to a showdown with Tamil Nadu. Political mobilisations havebegunin

/BRIDGE OVER CAUVERY

both states for and against the dam, On Thursday, an all-party delegation

om Karnataka led by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah met Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to argue the state’s case and seek the Centre's help in building

the dam, Earlier this week, an all-party team from Tamil Nadu had met the PM to im-

 press that state's viewpoint. Bandhs have been observed in both states in the past few
weekson the issue,

Tamil Nadu is Justifiably apprehensive that the Proposed dams at Mekedatu,

close to the state border, would impact the flow into the Mettur Dam, the

is best avoided,
The Cauvery waters have been a bone of contention for the four southern states —
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Keralaand Puducherry — that fallin theriver‘s_basin.'lhaugh the

Judicious selection of Crops could help conserve the Scarce water. The Cauvery is 2 living
ecosystem and must be managed as such. Orelse, jt could slowly die.

3
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‘has been completed, work at
several places has been ham-
pered by delayed land acqui-
sition,  pending wildlife
clearance and protests by
locals.

the Indm-Banglndesh border ¢

Close to 200 km remain =

unfenced because of pending
Jand acquisition and public

protests.
Call to expedite work

Union Home Minister Raj-
‘nath Singh recently took up
the matter with the State gov-
ernments concerned.

He asked West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee to expedite work,
pointing out that land had not
yetbeen acquired at 38 places
in North 24 Parganas, Nadia,
Dlna]pur, Darjeeling, Jalpai-
guri and Cooch. Behar. Pro-
tests agamst the fence have
continued in Murshidabad,
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and
| Cooch Behar, In all, 90 km
has not been fenced in the

g +
o

3
Covering L., YIS

POROUS BORDER: Bangladeshi villagers travel in
boats on Jinjiram river near the Indo-Bangladesh
border in Meghalaya. Close to 300 km of the border
remains infenced. - FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR

State, Furthermore, the gov-

ernment has not been able to

construct border out-posts at
10 places because of pending
land acquisition.

In a letter to Meghalaya

Chief Minister Mukul Sang-
ma, Mr. Singh said fencing

‘and road works along 88 km

" were yet to be completed be-

cause of pending land dequi-
sition and public protests.
The construction of BSF out-
e - A

posts has also been delayed.

Tn Mizoram, work could
not be undertaken along a 60-
km stretch in the Dampa Ti-
ger Reserve owing to pending
clearances from the National
Board of Wildlife, which has.
demanded that the State .
transfer 1,520 hectares of
non-forestland in
compensation.

Work has not been initi-

‘ated at eight placesin Tripu.ra

i_':,'_[n I
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The Union sov
faced a peculiar situa

the fence along

towards the Bangladb.

Accordingly, in coordinal
with the Natmnal Buildings
Construction Corporation
Limited, a fresh exercise was
undertaken for re-alignment

of the fence at a five-metre .
distance from the river, sep-

arating Kanmg_m:q
Bangladesh.

A few days ago, the Minis-

try of Home ‘Affairs filed an
affidavit in the Supreme
Court, listing the measur&s
taken to prevent lllegaI mi-
gration of Ban i
tionals. It said work was
completed in 88 per cent of
the area along the 3,224-lm
stretch where fencmg was
feasible.

am
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EXPRESS Ny E
NEW DELH;, May 7

THE DELH; Cabinet op Friday
4pproved the distribution of
cheques under Gajendra 5;
Kisan Sahayata Yojana to farm.
€rs. The cheques v be distrip-
uted from May8to those farm-
€rs whose CIops have peep
destroyed by Unseasonal rajns
Though Chief
ind Kejriwa] had

Wholost their I0ps, the Cabjnet
has set 5 formula tg Calculate
the loss,

Those fanners-who lost 70
Per cent of thejr €10ps will get
Rs20,000 Peracre.

been decideq that based on of-
ficial assessment, farmers

B
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Govt Announceg
|Telief for farmere

“It has alsg been dec}ded :

at any dispyte arising pe-

an‘n =
tionschemeijs only for farmers.
Corporate entitjes ownin
land in Delhi wij] not get the
benefit of this scheme,” the
official sajd,
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Kathmandu raised”

by a metre, Fiverest
has sunk by an inch

ZiaHag
 zia han@hindustantimes.com

¥

NEW DELHI: Scientists from a
specialist study wing of the
European Space Agency, among
others, have constructed the
first geological portrait of
quake-hit Nepal to discover
some earth-shattering changes
— the Kathmandu valley has
risen by up toa mefre, while the
Everest sunk by one inch and
areas north have settled helow
their original height.

Perched precariously on the
boundary of two colliding conti-
nental plates, Nepal and north-
ern India’s “geological profile”
mayhav&mdergonepermamnt
changes, preliminary analysis
suggests. The study was made
possible by a special satellite
passing over the devastated
country several times since
the big quake.

The expertsused images from
Europe’s Sentinel-1a satellite
__the first of anew-generation
spacecrafts capable of picking
up ground movement — to
produce an interferogram, a
multi-coloured graphic repre-
sentation, which is like an MRI
scan of the human body.

The experts concluded that
an area of 120km by 50km
around Kathmandu was lifted
by the quake up to 1 metre.
“Unwrapped interferogram

USING RADAR IMAGES,
SCIENTISTS INFERRED
THAT THE HEIGHT OF
MOUNT EVEREST HAS
DROPPED BY 1INCH (2.5

shows clearly uplift around
Kathmandu and subsidence
to the north,” Tim Wright of
Leeds University who analysed
the data, said in a comment via
Twitter.

Using the same radar images,

"UNAVCO, a nonprofit geoscience

research consortium, inferred
that some of the world’s tall-
est peaks — including Mount
Everest — dropped by about 1
inch (2.5 cm), probably because
the land beneath loosened up, as
built-up strain got released. That
possibly triggered the deadly
base-camp avalanche.

Wright and others used a
mathematical model to add up
the number of brightly coloured
fringes on the interferogram.
They counted 34 fringes, which
correspond to an elevation of
one metre, with each “fringe”
denoting a vertical movement
of about an inch.

The magnitude 7.9 earth-
quake released stresses building
up for over 100 years, according
to estimates.

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India ()
Blitz



15 2

Statesman M.P.Chronicle
. ) Punjab Kesh e

The Times of India (N.D.) TheJHindus ¥ (Hmdl) ot )

Indian Express Indian Nation

. Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)

- Deccan Chronicle The Ti ;
Deccan Herald B“tteZT;mes of India (A)

_ ancf documented at Bhagirath(Enalisk)®==t i

Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

K AR SR

a busy tourist attraction but is

Faizan Haidar Delhi

& faizan halder@hindustantimes.com in a bad condition because the eM;::p mtg Town, it will
previous government ignored siart

MEW DELHI: With an aim to give it completely. “We are aiming wmmrgﬁﬁfﬁ:ﬁ g’]ﬂf

north Delhi a tourist spot, the  to open it in three months with
Delhi government is in the complete makeover, It was
process of reviving the neglect- . such a beautiful place but due
ed Naini Lake in Model Town.  to negligence and poor infra-
From running LED boats, to ~ structure, no one goes there.
improving lighting for security We will make 1tatourism hub,”
and developing the water body,  said Tomar,
thegovennnentpl_ans to turn it According to sources, the
info a favourite destination for  residents welfare association
people of all age groups. (RWA) contacted the minister
Delhi tourism minister and local MLAs after which a
Jitender Singh Tomar visited  visit to the site was planned.
the area along with parliamen- “The local MLA is ready to L irite 5 :
tary secretary for fourism Alka  give 30 lakh from the MLA — for toia;;;t“:ﬂ&,lﬁ ::: t;rnleﬁiglé
Lamba, Local MLA Akhilesh fund and we are planningto = From running LED boats to impming lighting, the gmrl phns toturn  recreational facilities below
Pati Tripathi has also shown develop it through a public- Naini Lake into a favourite tourist destination.  VIPIN KUMAR/HT FILE  the Signature Bridge and we
interest in reviving the water  private partnership model. : are exploring the possibility
body. There will be water recycling | havea.s;curity concerndueto ment official. of what more can be done to
Government sources said  plant and we are also taking  poor lighting. We are looking The Delhi tourism depart- encourage tourists to come
‘that the Naini Lake used tobe  suggestions from RWAS. They into it,” said a Delhi govern- ment is focusing on north thgf,” said Tomar.

T_l’!te _h-ﬁwai‘ted Signature

desth!a_tien as Belhl govern-
ment is Iam:mg to develop the
areabelow it to attract tourists.

'-1’- elhi Tourism and
ation Development
Oorpmation have already sub-
mitted a proposal to develop
Wazirabad as a popular tour-
ist destination.

“We want to develop Delhi

3
Covering L., YIS
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' Nepal toll crosses 6,200; reco

Kathmandu: The death toll

from Nepal's devastating

earthquake rose steadily past
6,200 0n Friday. Ml

Hundreds of more bodies

are still being found six days

| after the 7.9 magnitude quake

devastated the Himalayanna- |

tion of 28 million people.
Their disposal was becoming
a problem for officials, who
have ordered immediate cre-
mations. “Morgues are full be-
yond capacity and we have
been given instruction to in-
cinerate bodies immediately
after they are pulled out,” said
Raman Lal, an Indian para-
military force official work-
ing in coordination with Ne-
palese forces.

Aid was slowly beginning
toreach remote towns and vil-
lages nestled in the moun-
tains and foothills but the
overpowering smell of bodies
trapped beneath the rubble of
collapsed buildings in the cap-
ital wasmakingithardforres-
idents to return to their
homes. Many Nepalese have
been sleeping in the open
since Saturday's quake. Ac-

Reuters
=]

GRIM REALITY: Residents read newspapers amid rubble of destroyed

building in Kathmandu on Friday. The UN said around 8 million people
have been affected by the earthquake with at least 2 million in need of
tents, water, food and medicines over the next three months

cordingtothe United Nations,
600,000 houses have been de-
stroyed or damaged.

Finance minister Ram
Sharan Mahat said Nepal
would need at least $2 billion
to rebuild homes, hospitals,
offices and historic buildings
and appealed for help from do-
nors. “Thisisjustaninitiales-
timate and it will take time to

assess the extent of damage

‘and calculate the rebuilding

cost,” hesaid. The UN hassaid
8 million people had been af-
fected, with at least 2 million
in need of tents, water, food
and medicines over the next
three months. A home minis-
try official said the death toll
had risen to 6,204, with 13,924
injured. reuters

nstructi

G

At some places, life

crawls back to normal

Kathmandu: Fresh crois-
sants emerged from a popular
bakery and were quickly
snapped up. Farmers deliver-
ed fresh produce and lines dis-
appeared at gasoline stations.
Slowly, life edged back toward
a semblance of normal in Ne-
pal’s quake-hit capital on Fri-
day, as residents packed up
tents and moved indoors.

As rescue workers contin-
ued to eomb the rubble in

Kathmandu for survivors, the

government said it was giving
the equivalent of $1,000 to
families of each victim killed
in Saturday’s earthquake,
and another $400 for funeral
costs, according to state-run
Nepal Radio. .

The death toll from the
mammoth guake climbed to
6,260, police said, including
those who died in an ava-
lanche on Mount Everest,

plus more than 60 elsewhere
intheregion.

The citygotalifton Thurs-
day when two survivors, in-
cludinga 15-year-old boy, were
rescued after being buried in
debrisforfivedays.

Although poorer sections
of the city remained strewn
with collapsed buildings,
there were visibly fewer tents
standing in a central part of
Kathmandu that had been
packed with people in the first

few days after the quake hit

amid repeated aftershocks.
Krishna Maharjan, 'a
farmer on the outskirts,
brought green onions and
cauliflower on his bicycle into
the city “We are trying to get
as much fresh food to the peo-
pleaspossible,” hesaid. “Ifeel

it is our small contribution.

But that’s what we can do and
every little bithelps.” ap

16
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1,000 citizens
unaccounted !
for,saysEU

Kathmandu: A thousand Eu-
ropean [Union citizens in Ne-
pal are still unaccounted for,
nearly a week after a massive
guake thathitduringthepeak
trekking season, the EUJ am-
bassador to Nepal said on Fri-
day. Most were trekking in the
remote Langtang mountain
range near the epicentre or in
the Everest region, Rensje
Teerink told journalists in
Kathmandu,

“They are missing but we
don't know what their status
is,” she said. “Many were in
the Langtang area and some
were in the Lukla area,” she
added, referring to the small
Himalayan airstrip known as
the gateway to Everest. An-
other EU official said the ma-
jority were likely to be found
safeand well but that theirsta-
tus was unknown. arp
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TN furious over ‘dam
proposal’ by Kerala

PRESS TRUST DF INDIA
Chennai, 4 May

NDA constituent PMK and
Vaiko-led MDMEK today
alleged that Kerala had
taken up efforts to construct
anewdam at Mullaperiyar,
insisting that this would
“Jeopardise” inter-staterela-
tions and urged the Centre
to intervene.

Kerala “has once again
started conducting studies
for construction of a new
dam at Mullaperiyar. This
has created fear and anxi-
ety among farmers,” PMK
founder S Ramadoss said.

This initiative will “jeop-
ardise inter-state relation-
ship and is condemnable,”
he said in a statement.

Ramadoss recalled that
the Supreme Court had in
May last year allowed Tamil
Nadu to raise the storage
level to 142 feet and later to

152 feet after completion of
maintenance work.

The courthad ruled that
the existing dam was “strong
enough” and that the need
foranewdamdidnotarise.

Kerala, now “disregard-
ed” the Apex Court verdict
and was trying to conduct
an environment study “quot-
inga very old permission let-
ter” from the Environment
Ministry; he said.

“Kerala should respect
the Supreme court judge-
mentand the sentiments of
the people of Tamil Nadu
and stop the feasibility sur-
vey,” he said,urging the Cen-
tre and Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to take all steps to
stop Kerala’s efforts.

MDMEK founder Vaiko,
whose party is a former
ally of theruling BJP at the
Centre, said the Narendra
Modigovernment was sup-
portive of Kerala's efforts.
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Despite rain, state sees

-Agri_cu-ltu_re Department bets-on fair weather, says May crucial -

Branu P Lonumi
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 3

Unseasonal rain and hail-
storm in some parts of the
state in March and April
have caused widespread
damage to rabi crops, but
the state Agriculture
Department has not lost
hopes of a bumper crop.
The foodgrain production
is likely to exceed the tar-
get of 1642.50 lakh tonnes
for 2014-15.

The crop prospects are
good and despite damage
to crop, the department is
hopeful of a bumper crop
if there is no further rain.
The loss is negligible in
Bilaspur (810 hectares),
Kinnaur (30 hectares),

Kullu (922 hectares) and .

Una (575 hectares), while
it was marginal in Shimla
(1,700 hectares), Sirmaur
(2,765 hectares) and Solan
(2,600 hectares).

The state marginally
exceeded the wheat-sowing
target by 572 hectares dur-
ing the rabi season. Timely
rain during regular inter-
vals from mid-December to
mid-March had created con-

3
Covering L., YIS

ducive conditions for the
bumper rabi crop but rain
and hailstorm during the
last week of March and
April damaged crops in the
71,620 hectare area, result-
ing in production loss of
about 40,000 tonnes.

Against the target of rabi
sowing in 4,29 200 hectares,

the actual sowing was done
on 434656  hectares,
exceeding the target by
5,456 hectares while area
under commercial Crops
was 42,416 hectares.

“The loss can grow if rain
continued in May as being
predicted by the Met
Department and we are
keeping. our  fingers
crossed,” JS Rana, Director
of Agriculture, said. The
crops suffered more than 50
per cent damage in 37 833
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hectares and loss was put at
%60-crore till April 10 and
the assessment of loss and
damage is still in progress.

The loss to foodgrains
crops was about I1LT5
crore while the commercial
Crops, including potato,
vegetables and ginger suf-
fered loss to the tune of
347.80 crore.

There was shortfall in
expected kharif crops pro-
duction due to 38 per cent
deficient monsoon rain in
the region but rain in
December, January and
February not only helped in
achieving the sowing target
but also provided enough
moisture for wheat crop,
that had brightened the
prospects of the bumber
crop, sufficient to cover up
the kharif deficit.

Kangra suffered maxi-
mum damage, where the
crop in 46,294 hectares was
affected and loss was more.

than 50 per cent in
25,250 hectares.

About 8,100 hectares
were affected in Chamba
district and damage was
more than 50 per cent in
3,305 hectares, while in
Mandi and Hamirpur dis-
tricts 4,100 hectares and
3,715 hectares were affect-
ed and damage was more .
than 50 per cent in 1,960
hectare and 1,400 hectares.

The estimated production
during the rabi season,
including wheat, pulses,
oilseeds, potato, vegetables
and ginger, was targeted at
13.34 lakh tonnes, but about
40,000 tonne crop has been
hit causing major damage.
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PLEASING RAIN GOD: Tribal farmers and their children pray for rain during the ‘Manda
Festival’ on the-outskirts of Ranchi in Jharkhand on Monday. et 5.(1- 9 :
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In a country where availabili-
ty of water is a cause for con-
cern, the low use-efficiency of
limited natural resource for
purposes such as irrigation
and drinking may come as a
shocker to many. What is
worse is the fact that a water-
use efficiency study of 28
major and medium irrigation
projects in four major agrari-

| an states —Punjab, Haryana,

Uttar Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh—shows irrigation
efficiency of just 38 per cent.

In other words, a large por- -

tion of the precious resource
is going waste, without being
utlilised for the purpose i it is
meant for. Judicious and.

cient water use was still a

dream, given such a low effi-
ciency level in thelmgatﬁon

panel headed by BJP mem-
ber Hukum Singh in a report
submitted last week.

The renewable water
resource should be improved
to increase its availability
from four per cent at present,
the committee said, asking
the Ministry of . Water

o ael " water n_nlon

‘m A parliamentary panel has asked the government to speed

up the formation of a national bureau for water conservation

u A water-use efﬁcuency study of 28 irrigation projects in four
agrarian states — Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and

_ Andhra Pradesh — shows lmgatlon efficiency of just 38%
“®The panel has stressed more attention to the irrigation

sector and urgent need to replace the outdated system
with newly des;gned modem imgatmn devices

T ]
nwntaﬁd Gangatq apedlte
early formation of the Nation-
al Bureau of Water Use Effi-

cie_.n(;y to enable adoption of

: B ekt stan.

dards in water conservation.
In India, the water use effi-
ciency in irrigation projects
for surface water is only 30
per cent, for ground water it
is 55 per cent, for drinking
water supply in urban and
rural areas is 60 per cent and
70 per cent, respectively. For
industries, it is 80 per cent.

In ebmpanson to interna-
honal standards of 60 per
cent for surface water, 75 per

cent for ground water, 90 per .
‘cent for drinking water sup-

ply and 95 per cent for indus-
tries, it is rather low.

Being endowed with only
four per cent of the global
water resources for support-
ing 18 per cent of the world
population residing in India,
the panel stressed more
attention to the irrigation sec-
tor and wurgent need to
replace outdated system.

Covering L., YIS
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

Fekdedededkk

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated 57 L {50
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
Q #M"(“ 1S
/ <

Assistant Dlre tor (publlcnty)

Encl: As stated above.

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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