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 exploiting river basins across:

neighbourhood. Arunachal Pradesh

- with its vast water resourcesis a n

oundary river system, though hi
eneficial for China, would be dev:

these regions by ¢s much as. 60 iper
, besides inflicti

are facmg severe problems from

water scarcity and rising demand for
ower generation. Over the next two
cades, the annual per capita water

vailability in the basin will decline
by '35 per cent, making water .
even more scarce which may lead to -

ghtened anxiety and dlsputes

‘between these Lounmes, if; not a‘war.

ver water

" The Siang Valley of Arunachal
i inhabited by two

the valley to dam
ies even by the
certainly result in
traditional rice

Thus not only Chinese designs, but
Indian strategy also militate against
the interests and nghts of the indige-
nous people and have provoked sev-
: d ments in the

fore demands
ives both at
tional levels.
agagements
India, sub-

onal cooperation within the exist-
ing BCIM framework can be utilised
to frame a comprehensive energy

. strategy. including |sharing of

esources and information for sus-
tainable growth and inclusive devel-
opment of the region. India has con-
cerns over:China not sharing hydro-
logical data on the flow of the Siang
. through Chinese: territory. A Memo-
‘randum of Understand.mg was signed
between India and China in 2002 to
co-ordinate data-sharing pertaining
to water levels, water discharge, rain-

* fall and diversion of river water. In

- 2006, both governments agreed to

_ establish an expert-level institutional

~ mechanism to discuss trans-bound-

_ary river issues, but the results have
ot so far been encouraging.

_China’s dire water scarcity com-
bined with its uniquely advantageous
upper riparian position have given it
the opportunity to exploit and divert
the flow of water, the consequences
of which are dnectly affecting India's
Northeast, making China a ‘hydro-
hggemon‘_m the region. Given the

__undercurrent of contemporary India-

* China relations, one cannot expect

any meaningful cooperation towards
developing a joint strategy anytime
soon. Rather disputes over water
~ resources have potential to trigger
conflicts and tensions. All the three
 affected nations therefore need to put
serious efforts to frame an alternative
_sustainable energy strategy to protect
_both the fragile ecology and tradi-
tional livelihood of this entire region.

The writer is Associate Professor at
the North East india Studies Programme at
Jawaharlal Nehru University.
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