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In unqulet Wats
of the Mahada 7,

SMITA NAIR recalls an old Karnataka Goadispute,
‘whichis hotting againas a key state electlon nears

GOA CHIEF Minister Manohar Parrikar this

week accused the media of “creating (the)

Mahadayiissue”, and declared that f'the fight

over distribution of the Mahadayi river water -

is before the Tribunal and we will fightit there”,
Parrikar had appeared to take a more political
approachlastmonth, writing to KarnatakaBJP

presidentB S Yeddyurappa, offering talkson - -

sharing the river'swater for drinking purposes
—aletterthattriggered outrage inboth states.
Whatis the longstanding “Mahadayi issue”?
Why,has the controversy resurfaced?

The River

The river rises in the Bhimgad Wlldllfe
Sanctuaryin the Western Ghats, in Khanapur
taluk of Karnataka's Belagavi district, and flows
inageneralwesterly direction, e,ntenngcoam
the Sattari taluk of North Goa district.
Joined byanumber of streamsalongthe way,
growingin volume to become the Mandovi,
one of Goa's two major rivers, before empty-
ingitselfinto the Arabian Sea at Panaji.

About: two-thirds (76 km) of the
Mahadayi's (also spelt Mahadeyi or Mhadei,
and called MandoviinGoa) 111-kmlengthisin
Goa;theinitial 35 km s in Karnataka. Asmost

of Goa's 11rivers hold salt water; the sweet-

water Mandovi is crucial to the state's water
security, ecdlogy, and as animportant source of

its staple diet of fish. The larger Maha-

dayi/Mandoviriver basin, withits web of trib-
utaries and distributaries, nourishes, besides
Goa, partsof Maharashtraand Kamaraka.

The stpute
. The dispute is one of the many over the
sharing of river waters acrossIndia. It started in
the 80s — and tensions between Goa and
Karnataka escalated through the early90s, as
Kamnataka designed a chainof damsand canals
to channel the Mahadayi's water to the basin
of the Malaprabha, a 304-km tributary of the
Krishna, citing the endemic water scarcity in
the northern districts of Belagavi, Dharwad,
Gadag and Bagalkot. In 2002, Goa sought the
setting up of a Tribunal to adjudicate the dis-
pute.In2006, it moved the Supreme Court to
pressits demand. After attempts at negotia-
tion failed, the Mahadayi Water Disputes
Tribunal was set up on November 16,2010,
Goa argues for the needs of the popula-
tion along the river’s natural path, which, it
says, wasdecided by tectonic events. Ingress
of saltwater in an otherwise monsoon de-
pendent river will kill the state's green belt
and mangroves, alter the relationship be--
tween the population and the land; and dis-
turb its ecological and environmental bal-
ance. Karnataka, on the other hand, insists
that it needs water for drinking, irrigation
and power generation, and “since the water
goeswasted into the sea, the Mahadayi's sur-
plus should be diverted to Malaprabha's
deficit basin™. But Goa says it is water-defi-
dientitself which has affected its agriculture,
Acting on Goa's challenge, the Supréme,
Court has stopped the construction of
Karnataka's canals and dams. In recent years,
Karnataka has pegged its demand for Maha-
davi water at 7.56 thousand million cubic feet

. concerns ;}14: Karnataka would stock ;.

D‘ncft)tomeetﬂle“dnnhngreqmremem of
farmersinNorthKarnataka ButGoahasreired
re
servoirs and channel it to the
Siny 0 be used for irrigatic.

The Ecolo -
While'North Karnataka's water crisis is
real, a diversion of the Mahadayi/Ma.:dcvi
presentsathreattoGoaaswell Thenonsaline,
i | hasm is home to the ex-

the swamps could lead to floods and erosion,

‘with catastrophic consequences for the ecol-

ogy of the Western Ghats, say ecologists
“If Karnataka (}oes go.ahead with eight

~majest
Goa will dlsappe
many species, including some crmcally en-
dangered ones, will die out," said Raje::dra
Kerkar, a environmental activist who has

been mapping the biodiversity oi the

. Mahadayi| bgsms 1ce 1995. On the health of
-the Mahadayi also depends that of at Jeast
three protected habitats — the Bhimgad

Wildlife: Sangtuary, Mahadayi Wiidlife
Sanctuary, ami e Sahm Ah Bird Sanctuary.

The Polm S
It has not been lost on anyone thit
and Mahara§htra are BJP-ruled, ard [hai
Congress-ruled Karnataka is one of the big;
political prizesup for grabs over the next few
months, InKamnataka, the districts worst hit
by the scarcity of water are considered to be
strongholds of the B]P whichi is ‘keen © be

de theverynext/ W, B J‘

peated letters of req .fmm

the constitutional chair and his coL: ¢ art
in Bengalury;, Slddammalah, continucd to be

quahfymg yvater needs as Ll nan
needs”, tobe me:gnh itarian giounds.

Interestingly,i 1mrasﬁ1eNDAguvemmentof
Atal Bihari Vajpayee that cleared the Ka'asa-
Banduri projectaimed atdiverting 756 L ncft
of! waterﬁ'omtthahadayltumeMalaprsbha

Deputy CMinHD quarasWam;fs govern-
ment, laid the foundation stone of ti . Kalsa
canalin2006.InGoa, the Opposition .. \gress,
treading a delicate ground has bef {8 x:ge\y

100 interim hearmgs §Qfar will tiixe up the

issue again on February 6, in New Leihi.
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