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3 dead as heavy rain triggers floods in Nagaland, Assam

NEW DELHI: Incessant rain and

hascausedflooding andlandslide
across#Nagaland. @StateDisas-
ter &all concerned agencies are
working round-the-clock. I

fall led to the officials releasing
water from the reservoirs of the
Kopili Hydel Project in Dima
Hasao district, according to

flooding have left three people appealtoalltostaysafeandlend Manivannan. ,
dead in Nagaland since Saturday ahelpinghandtothoseinneed,” On Monday, while Kopili
evenasDimapur, its commercial chief minister Neiphiu Rio waterlevelsstabilised, Dhansiri
capital, remains badly hit, offi- tweeted on Sunday. river was still flowing above the
cialssaid on Monday. Meanwhile, in neighbouring  danger mark.“The situation is
“It has been a very grim sce- Assam,nearly 18,505peopleinsix  under control but itcould turn
nario in Dimapur. Two people districts have been hitby floods  criticalin Golaghatfor exampleif
drowned in Dimapur on Sunday tilllate Sunday. waterisreleasedfromtheDoyang
and Monday whilealandslidein Districts of Karbi Anglong, Hydro Electric Project in Naga-
Phek town on Saturday killed one West KarbiAnglong and Hojai  land,” said MS Manivannanadd-
and injured three persons,”said aretheworsthitduetothefloods, ingthatpersonnelofthe National
Johnny Ruangmei, Officer on a == while landslides damaged as Disaster Response Force have
Special Duty and the head of = Villagers wade through floodwaters on a makeshift raft in Nagaon manyas78housesinDimaHasao  been moved to Golaghat.

department,Nagaland State Dis- district of Assam on Monday. Pl district. : Many trains were diverted,
aster Management Authority. MS Manivannan, the chief cancelledorshortterminatedin

WiththeDhansiriandChathe  been rescued by teams of the from their houses which were executive officer of the Assam  AssamonMondayduetobreach
riversinspate, nearly 17villages = State Disaster Response Force submergedduetorisingwatersof ~State Disaster Management ofrailway track owingtorisein
inDimapurhavebeenaffectedby  andthe AssamRifles. Diphuriverin Dimapur area. Authority, said Dhansiri and waterlevel between Bokajanand
floods. “Almost 25% of Dimapur On Monday, the troops of “Visited some flood affected  Kopiliriversswelledafterinces- Chongajan railway stations of
isaffected,” saidRuangmei,add- AssamRiflesandthe Armyevac- areas of Dimapur which are santrainfall. Northeast Frontier Railway, an
ingthat around 240 people have  uated a large number of people  severely affected. Incessantrain Twodaysago, excessiverain- NFRrelease said here.
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Two cyclones may
co-exist for a while

Anonna Dutt

« letters@Hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Even as super cyclonic
storm Kyarr continues to move
towardsthe Oman-Yemen coast,
another low-pressure system
over the Indian Ocean off the
coast of Sri Lanka will strengthen
and movetowardsthesouth Ara-
bian Sea, officials said.

The second system might fur-
therintensify intoacyclone over
three days. With Kyarr likely to
dissipate only on November2, the
two cyclones might co-exist on
the Arabian Sea.

“Fromour predictions, itlooks
like both the cyclones will co-ex-
ist for some time. Normally, two
strong systems like these donot
even form in close proximity as
they takeaway energyfromeach
other. And, even when they form
it is highly unlikely to co-exist,
but it looks like that is what will
happen,” said GP Sharma, vice-
president of meteorology at pri-
vate weather forecaster Skymet
Weather Services.

The second low pressure sys-
tem will come close to the south
Peninsula near the Comorin
area, whereit will intensify intoa
depression by Tuesday after-
noon. Thiswill continuetobring
rain to Kerala and south Tamil
Nadu for at least another three

Normally, two strong

systems like these do
not even formin close
proximity as they take
away energy from each
other.. but looks like that is

what will happen.

GP SHARMA, vice-president of
meteorology , Skymet

days. Keralahasalready received
54% excessrainfall since October
1, according to the data from the
India Meteorology Department
(IMD).

Kyarr had developed into a
cycloneon Friday and intensified
into a super cyclonic storm on
Sunday.

This is the second super
cyclonicstormevertoformover
the Arabian Sea. “Itisdifficult to
say howmany such systems have
developed in the pastasthe cate-
gory of super cyclone was intro-
duced in 1998. The first super
cyclonerecorded wasthe Odisha
cyclonein1999that originatedin
Bay of Bengal. Another super
cyclone Gonu originated in the
Arabian Seain2007,” said Dr Mri-
tyunjay Mohapatra, director gen-
eral of IMD.

O00oooog



News item/letter/article/editorial published ongq*/o 20{@1 the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Delhi)
The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

T werr (e

[ Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

[0 DeccanCronicle

[0 Theconomic Times (New Delhi)
g/én{ss Standard(New Delhi)

[0 The Tribune (Gurugram)

[ Financial Express
O =s srex @3 o)

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Rgear (7% Reeh)

7T R TeEn (A2 o)
TS e ()
IerEE Ui (33 ﬁ?@.;
2Rw SeRe (3% o)
HAAgedm (ﬁ?{"ﬂ)

3R Farer (7% fewdn)

oooodoo

GUJARAT/EASY AVAILABILITY OF DRINKING WATER

In Vadodara — the ‘boon’ of flowing tap water in homes s

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA,OCTOBER 28

THE TEDIOUS ritual of Diwali cleaning was
never so fun for 32-year-old Rekha Solanki
assheenjoys the feel of water gushing out of
a PVC pipe in her two-room home in

Navinagri village, some 22 km away from

Vadodara city. For over a decade since she
married her husband Girish, who is a farm
labourer, Rekha has had to walk about a kilo-
metre to the adjoining Ghanshyampura vil-
lage to draw water from a tubewell for the
entire household — that's five containers of
15 litres each. .

But in the last four months, her life has
changed as she now has her own tap connec-
tion with "flowing water". "This water con-
nection at home has come as a boon," says
Rekha with a smile. She is not alone. All the
women around her are relieved and happy
because the task of running around for wa-
ter was typically the headache of the women
inevery household.

Navinagri and Ghanshyampura are

among the 95 villages in the Waghodia

Awater filtration plant of Waghodia taluka of Vadodara district : Bhupendra Rana

taluka that now receive 100 per cent tap con-
nectivity of surface water for drinking pur-
poses. The entire district of Vadodara —ato-
tal of 660 villages — will soon see similar
connectivity to surface water from the
Narmada and the Mahisagar rivers that flow

through the district.

The changesare part of an initiative toen-
sure every household in the district has
doorstep tap connectivity and access to clean,
surface water. A pet project of District Collector
Shalini Agarwal, which has already wonana-

ooooodon

SUCCESS RATETILL DATE
51 villages have 100% tap
connectivity i

: 5 vﬂlageshave90t095%tap
connectivity

62v111ages have 75t090% hp
connectivity !

tional Skoch Excellence award, i ltamtocom-
plete the shift from groundwater to surface
water for the entire d15tr1ctby2020 th
50 per cent districts alreadyreoe
water from surface resources since
mentation of the project.
Initially, water supply schemes in
Vadodara were based on groundwater
sources such as handpumps, open wells,
tube-wells. With the development in agri-
cultural, industrial, residential, commercial
sector, the overall exploitation of groundwa-
ter and the use of pesticides along with de-
creased and uncertain rainfall led to an un-

imple-

sustainable situation.

"We saw that a Regional Water Supply
Scheme based on surface source
(Dam/River/Canal) for drinking purpose
could be a sustainable source. We began a
comprehensive implementation of an inte-
grated drinking water supply project,” says
Vadodara District Collector Shalini Agarwal.

Agarwal, who has played a crucial role in
ensuring that the water department of the
districtreceives clearances and permissions
from all authorities concerned at war foot-
ing, says, “rural Vadodara was heavily de-
pendent on groundwater for drinking pur-
poses and we are all aware that groundwater
is contaminated in many places ... The dis-
trict is surrounded by rivers like Narmada
and Mahisagar and so it was only a matter of
ensuring that we utilize these resources for
drinking water. Qur aim s to cover every vil-
lage, every hamlet and every household un-
der this scheme”. she says. ;

The project implementation involved
planning to lay of water supply network in
areas where homes had not seen tap water
supply to date as well as the upgrade of old
drinking water supply schemes.
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HC notice to govt. over

plea on encroachments

Petition raises water scarcity issues

STAFF REPORTER 3<\,
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
issued notice to the city go-
vermment on a petition
seeking the removal of en-
croachments from govern-

ment lands, which were |

used for water reservoirs
and their replenishments.
Devender Singh from
Asola village and RTI acti-
vist, through his public in-
terest litigation (PIL), has
asked the court to inter-
vene on the issue concern-
ing the protection of the
environment.

‘Used as waterbodies’

The petition has sought
the removal of all illegal
encroachment on the
lands which were used as
waterbodies in Asola, Sha-
hurpur, Satbari, Chatter-

and agriculture, as the wa-
ter level has gone down by
250 feet and the waterbo-
dies such as johads/talabs/
pokhars in the area have
either dried up or are en-
croached for illegal con-
structions’ of residential

_ complex.

Mr. Singh said he stu-
died the revenue records
of village Asola and found
that there was once a wa-
terbody in the area but
with steady encroach-
ments, it has completely
dried leading to the lower-
ing of water level in the vil-
lage.

He said for any efforts
for revival of the waterbo-
dies at the said location to
take effect, the first and fo-
remost step has to be the
identification and subse-
quent removal of all the

pur, Dera Mandi, Gadai- encroachments. .
pur, Fatehpurberi, 7

Chandanhulla and Water table in Delhi
Rajpurkhurd. “The depletion of the wa-

The petition, filed"
through advocate Vardh-
man Kaushik, claimed that '
the residents of these vil-

‘lages.are facing acute shor-

tage of water for irrigation

ter table in Delhi has
reached a grave stage
where the state of Delhi
-could run out of water en-
tirely by 2020,” the plea
said. W

Supercyclone ‘Kyarr’ moves
away from Indian coast -*

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Supercyclone ‘Kyarr’ in the
Arabian Sea has moved
westwards and away from

India’s coast, according to"

the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

‘Kyarr’ lay 830 km west-
southwest of Mumbai and
1,160 km east-northeast of
Salalah (Oman). It is “very
likely” to move west-north-

westwards till October 30 to
recurve  west-south-west-
wards thereafter and move
towards the Gulf of Aden off
south Oman-Yemen coasts in
the next three days. “It is ve-
ry likely to maintain the in-
tensity of a Super Cyclonic
Storm till 28th October even-
ing and weaken gradually
thereafter,” the IMD said in a
press statement.

Gales reaching 230-240

kmph and gusting to 265
kmph, were prevailing
around the cyclone’s centre
over the central Arabian Sea
and it was very likely to re-
duce gradually to 130 kmph
by November 1.

Fishermen have been ad-
vised not to venture into the
east-central Arabian Sea till
Wednesday and into west-
central Arabian Sea till No-
vember 2.
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'Will send report to Centre for flood aid after assessment: K'taka

PTI B BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Monday said it was
assessing the damage caused by
the second spell of floods in the
state and would soon send a

. report to the Centre, seeking aid.

"As there were floods for the

' second time in the State, ourof-
ficials are assessing the fresh

damage. We have held discus-
sions and at the earliest will send
a report on this to the centre,”
Revenue Minister R Ashoka said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said there have been no rains
in the affected regions since

 Sunday and flood waters have

receded.
He said the Met Depaitment

 has forecast possibility of rains

for a day in parts of Belagavi,
Bagalkote, Dharwad, Gadag,

- Haveri, Ballari and Koppal in

north Karnataka.

In coastal and Malnad
regions too there have been no
heavy rains and the cyclone in
Arabian Sea has moved towards
Oman, he said. Various parts of
the state last week faced a deluge
for the second time in two
months, killing 13 people and
damaging about 10,038 houses.
Ashoka said those affected would
be provided the same kind of
relief given to those hit by the
floods in August.

NDRF and SDRF teams sta-
tioned in affected regions would
continue to stay put for some
more days, he said, adding that
officials have been asked to work
towards relief and rehabilitation
of the affected, without taking
holidays.

A total of 2,798 villages in
103 taluks of 22 districts in
Karnataka were affected by the

rains and floods in August, in

which around sever lakh peo-

ple were shifted to safe areas.
Ninety one people lost their

lives and about 3,400 heads of

cattle had perished.

The Centre had recently
released T1,200 crore as interim
relief to the State, which had sent
a damage estimate 0f235,160.81
crore. Ashoka said the State
Government has so far released
%6,449.93 crore for flood relief
and added that the balance
amount of interim relief from
the centre would also be given
after it was finalised, as per rules.

"Let there be no doubt about
it, it will come...31,200 crore is
being utilized to pay compensa-
tion for crop damage to farmers,
through RTGS directly to their
account,” he said. Ashoka said
last year's drought relief amount
of 1,045 crore has also been

given by the centre and was now
being distributed to
farmers.

Noting that there were com-
plaints from farmers that relief
amount was being impounded
by banks for loans they had
received and failed to repay,
Ashoka district officials have
been instructed to serve notices
to banks as this action cannot be
taken as per rules. Referring to
defence land in Bengaluru to be
taken over by the Corporation
for road widening and infra-
structure projects, he said the
Revenue Department has decid-
ed to provide them alternate land
of 36.34 acres in other towns. "In
Hassan we are giving 7.14 acres,
17.20 acres in Mandyas
Pandavapura and 12 acres in
Ramanagaras Magadis taluk and
the Defence Department has
agreed for it," he added.
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