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Kindly refer to the™DO Letter No. 38-02/2018-DD-III dated 20" September 2018

from my predecessor requesting provision of sign language interpreter at
meetings/seminars/workshops organised by the Ministries/Departments in compliance of the
provisions of the Rights of Persons with Disabilitics Act, 2016 (copy enclosed). Hon’ble
Minister, Social Justice and Empowerment has also written to Hon’ble Ministers of Central
Ministries on 8" October, 2021 requesting for using the services of sign language interpreter
at meetings/seminars/workshops organized by the Ministries/Departments. (copy enclosed).
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o 5&/ 2. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates the appropriate

D Government to create barrier free environment for persons with disabilities in physical
infrastructure, transport, information and communication technology and other facilities and
services. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the Government to ensure that all public
information relating to each sector is accessible to all categories of the persons with
disabilities including persons with hearing impairment. Since sign language is one of the
preferred modes of communication for persons with hearing impairment, it will be in the
proper fitness of things for making provisions of sign language interpretation in every
meeting/seminar/workshop including press briefing, being organized by the
Ministries/Departments/their organizations.

3. I would like to inform you that the Government has sct up Indian Sign Language
Research and Training Centre (ISLRTC) for the purpose of promoting the use of sign
language in the country. The Ministries/Departments may take technical support of this
Institute for the provisioning of Sign language interpretation at their meetings/seminars
workshops/press briefings

4. Ishall be grateful if you kindly issue appropriate instructions to all concerned including
the organizations under your administrative control to ensure availability of sign language
interpretation during meetings/seminars/workshops/press briefings. Action taken in this
regard may kindly be intimated to this Department.

/L\QJJ\—(# C\@’% y«W@—W"QA . Yours Sincerely,

i Bhawra)

To
The Secretaries of all the Central Ministries/Departments

Encl: As above
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Secretaries of all Central Ministries/Departments
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