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o atural disasters bleed India
more than terrorism. Unbe.
!jf!vablf.*?lustcumpa_m the18(0
fatalities in 2013 due 1o terror

wmhrhcUnmn};hzmdﬂouddjsasu:rofzﬂla
that c:ausedb()f)fataliuesandmamoued
700villages, Similarly, compare 191 fatal-
ities due to terrorin Jammu and Kash-

—mirmthrhcﬁooddis;m;remlthesluterhat

 caused 300 faralities atfecting over 5000

-villages:

Several natural Lﬁhﬂb}(ﬂ’h occur in
India everyyear such as flonds in Chen-
nai, Mumbai and Bengahiry; Laty and
Bhuj earthquakes to recent Kerala
floods to the Jatest cyclone Gaja, causing

fatalities and destructiog in varying

‘degrees in ey ery nook and comner of
India; but not every disaster js sensa-

-tional as a terror artack that caiches the

tattention of the entire nation.

«1 .. Both natural disasters and terror-
ism are uncertain events, Yer, the lack
of prepareduess o oy come natural
disasters will never cac the attention

"“of the nation, whereas the security laps-
es ofa terrer attack storm the headlin,

It has become a pattern jn India
that the issue ui‘ncuomnabﬂily 1o lapses

1in disaster ma dagement, whether the

disaster occurred in the pastor an antic- *

Ipated disaster in the future, remains

-muissing or gets blindsided in any public

discourse on disaster management.
The consequences due to these
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lapses on the country are profound,

Consider a hypothetical case ofa
highiintensity earthquake striking Delhi,
leading to colossal loss of lives and
destruction of property.

Before an earthquake can strike
Delhi, three facts are widely known: 1)
That Delhi is home to aboyt 12 million

" people with areas with highest popula-
tion density in the country; 2) Delhj is
situated close to the earthquake-prone
zone or close o the geologically active
Himalayan fault and 3) an earthquake is
the disas ter-in-waiting for Delhi,

In such a scepario who should be

held responsible for the all the death

and destruction that an earthquake can
cause fo Delhj?

Since independence, successive
BOVErnments at union, state and local
levels have created agencies and organ-
isations, with all requisite scientific
nfrastructure and technical knowhow
at the expense of public money, pre-
cisely to save lives, reduce hazards and
lower the vulnerability to such natural
disasters as earthquakes, landslides,
droughts, cyclones and flonds.

For example, bujlding codes that
mandate design of buildings/structures
have been formulated under the super-
vision of govern ment agencies like
Bureau of [ndian Standards precisely to
reduce the risk from carthquakes and
lower the vulnerability of men and

malerial exposed to the risk of earth-

Quakes, -

SRS L

And agencies such as public works
departments have been created by gov-
emmentsat union, state and lacal levels
to enforce the building codes and raise
the level of awareness amongst vulner-
able citizens,

But what if the agencies fail to
enforce huilding codes ver under-
take any safety drills and fajl 10 create
awareness amongst the people to save
themselves in the event an‘earthquake
strikes? ’

" Shivraj Singh Tomar, a landlord
and a father of two children in-posses-
sion of four-storey building in the messy

. Munirka village, one of the most con-
+ gested areas of New Delhi, is neither

Aaware of any building codes form ulated

by government agencies noris he aware

of the proximity of New Delhi to the

faults and fractures of the Himalayan
elt.

All Tomar and thousands like him
in Delhiare intérested in js making easy
money through fucrative real estate
business, with little or no knowledge of
the earthquake zone or the risks associ-
ated with such a natugal disaster.

In contrast, when the disaster:
strikes, it has become a Tamiliar patterm
or bl!sim‘as—as-usual scenario for goy-
Erment agencies to blame natue for

~all the mess in disaster Mmanagement.

This is because vested in tErests are sty
that nature cannot waik into the wi-
ness box for narrating its version of the
story and expose the lapses and lacu-

s

nae in the dis

these agencie
No inquiry grino investigation by

any independent body is visible, s
Agencies responsible for prote

ter management of

* Ing peopless lives and their Property suc-

cessfully hide behind a common man’s
ignorance, thus l'uulir.uipg accused
agencies to assume the position of jury
and magnificently conduct a trial on
Nature. The accused then conveniently
exonerate themselves from all the aceu.
sations and responsibility, culminating
in declaration of nature as the guilty
party. 2
Simply pit, “Heads” don't roll in
India no matter what tvpe of disaster
strikes inyolving fatalities, death and
destruction - a criminal neglect. Theére-

-fore, India’s bane being lack ofaccount,

ability causes it to bleed more from a
natural disaster than any tefror attack.

Now compare the case of antici-
pated disaster of Delhi withthe most
ecent case of floods thar caused wide-
spread devastation in Kerala in the
month of Augusr this year. Darta shows

erewas Indeed exrene raimfall in g
short spell of time,

And that's what water resource
agencies at the:tmion and state levels
have been using as a convenient exct 186,
These agencies never reyeal that they
are mandated to lower the flaod haz-
ard, lower the risk'from floods and
lessen the wilnerability to such extreme
rainfall events.

In contrast, the laymen barely

understand that those veryagencies in

.India’s union, state and local govern-

ments, who' throw the onus on rain
gods, were created to anticipate such
extreme rainfall events, The vested
interests in these agencies therefore
thrive on the ignorance of laymen.
Even the stakeholders from diverse
disciplines barely know the fact that
public money lias been spent’for
decades by governments S0 asto equip
their concermed apencies with state-of-
the-an technology, scientific infrastruc-
ture and technical know-how in the

- form of sophisticated weather models;

satellite remote sensing technology,
telemetry and related capacity building,

In respec of Kerala floods, there
were no flopd forecasting stations
installed at all'the dams across Kerala,
ng inflow and cutflow forecast was
issued for dams and rivers in the downs
stream areas of Kerala on the fageful day
when extreme raimfall suuck. The use of
rule'curves of dams wds never
explained to the public and therefore it
continues ta remain wirky:

Despite 72 years ofindependence,
Kerala wasn't even on the flood fore-
fastng map of India in spite of it being

located in one of the highest rainfall
regions in the country, °

So, was there any risk management
in Kerala before the onset of iload
events, despite all the generousness b
spending public money by the govern-
ments? And similarly, is there any risk
management in place 1o protect Delhi
from futire earthquakes?

In respect of Delhi, the level of
enforcement of building codes in Deelhi,
the level of safety drills conducted so far
against earthquakes and the level of
awareness created even before a disas-
ter continues 19 remain dark and murky,

S0, Delhiis a case of colossal dis-
aster-in-waiting precisely due to
absence pfagencies enrusted with low-
ering the risk and vulnerability due 1o
earthquakes.

. Concluding, Indias Jack of
accountability is a’ flay deeply
entrenched in. its governange. The
nation doesn't hold anyinvestigation or
inquiry for identi Ang the lapses and

* identify the culpabili tyofthe agencies in
dis; T

ler manageme
No independent inquiries other
than by those who are parties to the dis-
aster management are conducted and
therefore the truth about thereal cayses
of the disaster, the role and culpability of
hature, the culpability of agencies and
Organizations entrusted with disaster
management and the extent of Jogs of
lives, livelihood, and the economic
imp.;ctareneverruvee’dr’d. >

The facts and truth continue to
remain blindsided from public review
forever.

As a consequence, the lessons for
future disaster Mmanagement are ne
learnt, With the busingss ustial sce-
narios, the nation bleeds with more
episodes of horrendous death and
destruction caused by natural disasters
such as eartquakes, floads, droughts,
gyclones, landslides, etc,

The net result is that India incurs
heavy losses to its'economy due to pat-
ural disasters precisely due 1o the con-
certed and distorted Propaganda by
vested interests Projecting nature as the
culprit while preserving the status quo
of disaster mismanagement. Thig
deception, however, has (o end. ;

And this deception will end only
when the lapses in disaster manage-
jmentae treated on parwith lapses that
lead to a terror artack, When that hap-
pendalndian public and the society will
find itselfless vulnerable. jn possession
of greater resilience 4gainst natural dis-
asters and therefore less reason to fear
and paint fingers at nature,

The wiriter is DITELTOI', Lentral Water Commis-
s10n, Government of Ingdia The views expressed
are his own,
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A / Cabinet revives
dam L project on
in Punjab

 Ravi

HTCand Agencies 1!3 i
= |etters@hindustantimes.com ;

NEWDELHI: The cabineton Thurs-
dayapprovedthe Shahpurkandi
damproject on the Ravi riverin
Punjab, a move that will help
arrestIndia’sshare of waterflow-
ing into Pakistan, a statement

said. Forthis,acentral assistance -
“0f R485.88 crore — for irrigation

component-—would be provided
over five years from 2018-19 to
2022-23.

TheIndus Waters Treatywas
signed between India and Paki-
stan in 1960 for sharing of Indus
waters. According to the treaty,
India got the full rights for utilisa-
tion of watersofthe three eastern
rivers—Ravi, Beas and Sutlej.

- “Some ofthewaterofthe Ravi

‘Tiver at present is going waste
through the Madhopur Head-

worksdownstreamto Pakistan.

‘Implementation of the project:
wouldminimisesuch wastageof

water,”thestatementsaid.

«The project will eventually !

enable the up-stream Ranjit
Sagar Damproject power station
toactasapeakingstation, besides
hawngltsowngenerahon capac-
ity of 206 MW andirrigation bene-
fitof37,173- -hectareto Punjaband
dammuand Kashmir. The work

on theproject began in 2013, but :
* ndustry, ministriesand statesto

cametoahaltovércertahuissues
raised by J&EK: it

Ji ALLIANWAIA’IBUST

Thecabinetalsoapproveda pro-
posal toreplace Congress mem-
berinatrust thatruns the Jalli-
anwala Bagh National Memorial
with leader of the singleJargest
oppositionpartyinthe Lok Sabha

to make the body “apolitical”.

The move will require amend-
ment to the Jallianwala Bagh
NationalMemorial Act,1951. An
amendment bﬂlcouldbebrought
in Parliament in the winter ses-

sionbeginning Decemberi11.

" Briefingreportersonthe deci-

sions, finance minister Arun .*
Jaiﬁeysaid the trustis perhaps ;

()44

the only government body where
amember is from one political
party. “Thedecision aimstosuit-
ablyamend the JallianwalaBagh

Natfional Memorial Act,1951 soas -
- tosecurerepresentationastrus-

tees, the Leader of Opposition

recognised as such inthe House -

of the People (Lok Sabha), or
wherethereisnosuch Leader of
Opposition, then the Leader of
the single largest Opposition
party in the House,” an official

~statement said. As of now, the
. trust which managesthe memo-

Tial, hasthe Prime Ministerasthe
chairperson, President of Indian
National Congress, Culture Min-
ister, Leader of Oppositioninthe
Lok Sabha, Punjab governor,
PunjabCM asitsmembers.

INTERDISCIPLINARY
MISSION
The cabinet okayed the launch-

+ing of the National Mission on

Interdisciplinary Cyber-Physical
Systems. The plan will beimple-
mented by the departmentof sci-
‘enceandtechnology atatotalout-
layofR3,660 cror=for a period of
five years. The mission looks ta
-establish 15 Technology Innova-
‘tion Hubs, six Application Tnno-
‘vation Hubsand four Technology
Translation Research Parks.
These will connecttoacademics,

develop solutionsatreputedaca:

“demic, research and develop-

mentand other organisations.
. The missionaddressestechno-
logical requirements and takes

+into account global trends and

road maps of leading countries,
-anofficial statement said.
Jaitley told the press confer-
encethatthe Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs had also

“ given its ‘In Principle’ approval

for strategic sale of the govern-

ment’s existing 52.63% of total
paid up equity shares in Rural
Elettrification = Corporation

(REC)toPower Finance Corpora-:

tion (PFC)alongwith transferof
management control.

. in the

Pl
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: Home Ministry approves 13116 crore to landslip-affected Nagaland ¥539.52 crore to Andhra Pradesh for Cyclone T}tll

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A High Level Committee,
headed by Home Minister
Rajnath Singh, Thursday ap-
proved the additional assis-
tance of ¥3,048.39 crore to
Kerala, ¥131.16 crore to Naga-
land and ¥539.52 crore to
Andhra Pradesh, a Home Mi-
nistry spokesperson said.
The Kerala government
had sought ¥4,700 crore as
compensation from the Cen-
tral government for the dam-
age caused by the floods,

$
b
[
&

(New Delhj)

_gﬁar/a’ticl e/editorial Published on C) 7 i?
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Hindustan {Hindi)

gav Bharat Times (Hind i
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which was termed as the
worst ina century.

High casualties
At least 488 people died in
Kerala due to the rains and
floods this monsoon, which
hit 14 districts of the State.
The meeting of the Com-
mittee was held to consider
the additional Central assis-
tance to: Kerala, Nagaland
and Andhra Pradesh, which

& Fublicity Section, CwWe

In case of any natural ca-
lamity beyond the coping ca-
pacity of a State, the State go-
vernment submits a detailed
memorandum indicating
sector-wise details of dam-

-age, and the requirement of

« dfunds for relief operations of

‘an immediate nature, anoth-
er official said.

Damage assessment
‘According to existing guide-

were affected by floods, »gnlmes the Central govern-
landslips and Cyclone Titlj, . ment sends an Inter-Ministe-

respectively.

+ rial Central Team (IMCT) for

Xl

inthe
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Deccan Herald

The Times of ingia (4)
Business standarg
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an on-the-spot assessment of
damage and additional re-
quirement of funds.

The IMCT report is consi-
dered by the Sub-Committee
of the National Executive
Committee (SC-NEC) headed
by the Union Home Secre-

-tary in conformity with the
-norms, and then by a high-le-

vel .committee, chaired by
the Home Minister for ap-
proving the quantum of ad-
ditional assistance from the

‘National Disaster Response

Fund (NDRF).

Never:een befom Afile photo of submerged houses in
Palakkad during the recent rain and floods. s«. . musTaran
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- Water dispute: Delhi draws flak from SC

New Delhi: “Why should we
pass only Delhi-centric or-
ders?” the Supreme Courtsa-
id on Thursday while hea-
ringDelhi government’s plea
onHaryanabeingdirected to
release Yamuna water to the
‘capital. Instead of deman-
ding water from theneighbo-
uring state, you shuld follow
the concept of water conser-
vation, the bench of Justices

Madan B Lokur, Deepak Gup- —

ta and Hemant Gupta told

Delhigovernment, whose co- -

unsel'had argued that people
were facing severe water
shortage here due to Delhi
and Haryana being at “politi-
cal loggerheads”, the bench
said. Tt added that the people
of Haryana too would suffer
if it had to continually give
water to the capital.

The bench then referred
tothepetitionfiledbyoneSD
Sinha in1992, to which Delhi
government’s - application

had been filed. The justices .
observed, “This kind of ' .
surrogate litigation is very, g
very dangerous.”
The counsel, while clari-
fying that both the states we-
re party to the petition filed
by Sinha, said Delhi govern-
ment would withdraw - its
application and take appro-
priate steps. The bench dis-
posed of the petition filed by
Sinhasaying it was not incli- -
ned to continuewith it. pri
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