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© itispreserved. B
The monitoring commit-
tee, that was set up by the : :
National Green Tribunal Chair- Gepnelsiie e 5 R g
person Justice A K Goel in  mittee has also noted that ‘preserve the birdinghotspots
- July, has suggested forming a involvement of citizens requires withinputsfrom anestablished
- nodal agency for the task. that there is knowledge of birdergroup. "Thereisaneed -
. "Presently, thereis no own- why the river is important forassigningnodalresponsi-"
- ership oftheriverYamuna That  and why it is worth preserv- bilityfor creating publicaware-
t is because it means nothing  ingand restoring. : nesstoaconsortiumofagen- .
. tothecitizens as it is provid- "Thereisaneedto planfor  cieswithaninterestwhichcan 3
__Ingnoopportunityfor cultural awareness building and per- include international an

documeniegd

PTI

REWDE M 23 Brcomprg

A committee overseeing the

. deaning ofYamunahasstressed -

the need to raise awareness
about the importance of the
riveranditsfloodplainso that
asenseof "ownership"is cre-

‘activities, leisure or recre-
ation,” it said.

Rajasthan Patrika {Hindi).

missibleactivitiesbeyond the
flood plainsbutfor that there

at Bhagirath {English) & FPubliciiy Section, CWC

muna, build sense
among public: Panel

nationallevel NGOs engaged
in building awareness about

! There needs to be aware- needstobeanodaldepartment - the environment," it said.
I mess about why the flood tobuild awareness by spear- The monitoring commit-
| plainsare "sacrosancttheyneed heading permissibleeventsand  tee has also urged the Delhi

conservation", ithas observed.
The committee compris-

activities," the committee has
said.

chief secretary to encourage
programmes that prevent

esretired expert memberB S Ithasnoted that except at dung from dairies going into
Sajwanandformer Delhi chief thetimeofidolimmersionchur- ~ the river. Installing a biogas
. secretary Shailaja Chandra ing Ganesh and Diirga Puja fes- plantformakinggas outofdung
. andithasbeen directed to sub- tivals, theriverhasnohuman  instead of letting it flowinto
| mitanaction plananddetailed activitywhich couldenhance  drains at Ghazipur would
i Teportoncleaningoftheriver = its habitat. makeavisibleimpact, itargued.
. by December 31. The com- It said that Yamuma is a "Technology for, this is
| Inittee has submitted the unique birding destination  availabletoo and canbecome
;"Adetaﬂsta&leDelmgovenlment ' andthereisaneedforthe Delhi ‘aninterestingschool field trip
Intheactionplan, thecom- Development Authority to  too,” it added.
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~pal border, -is ‘training its
Inen in riverine ' patrolling as

‘rampant flash floods aﬁ‘ect‘ :

{

I

1 severalareasmiBlhaL

i An official said that s:nce
;E 2017, ,the force has been

trmmng its personnel for res-

+-cue and relief work in flood-
hke situations as several bor-

i Inwater.

“We cannot leave thebor— :
- derunalIendea when a flood s

: - strikes. It has to be guarded,

! come what ‘may. ‘We are
_trammgthemen so that they -
i are preparedm times: of cn- =

sis)? smd anSSB oﬂir:lal

& AtPorbandar cenn'e i
. The official added that the
* ftraining is imparted at the -

“The objective is to tram

%the personnel sothat the op-
i erational .calibre ‘of those
£ 'posted in ‘the ﬂood prone

(SSB) posted along the Ne’

~der outposts ,get submerged' :

| 'forcesAquaane MHng
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reliefwork,” he added.

-ble flash floods ‘originating
- from the rivers in'‘the Hima.

i Iayan :ranges Several dIS-‘

BOPs is enhanced and their -
expen]se could also be used
In carrying out rescue an ;

. Forthe past‘fewyears,ﬁe o
areas along the Nepal border
have witnessed ‘unpredicta-

Swest .\
- The oﬂicxa] sald ‘that the

: new BDPs ’rhat had come up

close to Doklam but - were -
“nachal Pradeﬂf ‘that shares :
ts border mth‘Bhutan mihe - to use “laser fence” technol-
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along the Slkklm Bhutan"
border  were ‘not - exactly :

" The SSB was also

ogy to plug loopholes along
the two borders of Nepa] aud :
Bhutan that it guards
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Ganga clean at just 1 out
of 39 locations: CPCB -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \ésf\_’

NEW DELHI
Only one out of 39 locations

through which the Ganga .

flows had clean water in the
post-monsoon period this
year, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has
said in its latest study.

As many as 37 of the 411o-

. cations through which the

river flows reported moder-
ate to severe water pollution
in the pre-monsoon period,
according to the ‘Biological
Water Quality Assessment
of the River Ganga (2017-18)’
report that was recently
made public by the CPCB in
compliance with a Supreme
Court direction.

Haridwar stands out

The water quality of the riv-
er was either clean or slight-
ly polluted at only four out
of 41 locations during the
pre-monsoon period and at
only one out of 39 locations

post-monsoon, it said, ad-
ding that Haridwar is the on-
ly location where the river
was ‘clean’ in the post-mon-
soon period.

According to the report,
34 areas showed moderate
pollution in the river while
three areas recorded severe
pollution in the pre-mon-
soon period in 2017-18.

The report also said in Ut-
tar Pradesh, two major trib-

_utaries, River Pandu and

River Varuna, are increasing
the pollution load of the
Ganga.

«0On mainstream of River
Ganga, although none of the
locations were found to be
severely polluted, most are
in moderate pollution
range,” the study said.

As many as 37 of the 411o-
cations through which the
river flows, reported moder-
ate to severe pollution in the
pre-monsoon period this
year, it said.
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New Delhi: At a time when
the Centre is pushing for
early completion of allitsriv-
er-cleaning projects, the
country’s central pollution
watchdog hasmade publicits
latestreport on water guality
of river Ganga showing how
the government still has
miles to go before it could

achieve its goal of rej uvenat-

ingtheriver. -

The report on ‘Biological
Water Quality Assessmentof
the River Ganga (2017-18)
shows that the water guality

: of the river was either clean
: or slightly polluted (bathing

standard or having a' stan-

dard which could supportag-.

uatic life) at only four out of
41 locations during the pre-
monsoon phase and at only
oneoutof 391ocationsinpost-
monsoon period.

The watchdog — Central
Pollution Control = Board
(CPCB)— in its bio-monitor-
ing report shares its qualita-
tive analysis of 80 samples
(taken during pre- and post-
monsoon period) and puts
them under five water quali-
ty classes —clean (A), slight
pollution(B),moderate pollu-
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Govt miles away from
-aclean Ganga: CPCB

Dream of clean Ganga within reach, projects
have started showing results, says Gadkari

nion water resources minister Nitin Gadkari on Friday claimed

* thatthe dream of ‘clean Ganga’ was within reach as most of
the ongoing works had started showing results on the ground,
making the river cleaner by almost 70-80% by March next year and
rest by 2020. On a day when a central pollution watchdog report
made apparent the tall challenge facing the governmentin
cleaning the national river, Gadkari also said that efforts were
being made to ensure uninterrupted flow of water round the year
by May nextyear. Referring to other projects which he had

‘planned for river Ganga, Gadkari said he was hopeful oflaunching

anaero-boat facility from Varanasi to Allahabad on January 26,
2019 which he claimed would go a long way in increasing tourism

. and overall growth of areas along the stretch of the river. T

tion (C), heavy pollution (D)
and severe pollution (E).

The report also analysed
the comparative water quali-
ty data from 2014 to 2018,
showinghardly any improve-
ment at most of thelocations
in the past four years. Water
quality at some locations
(Jagjeetpur in Uttarakhand
and Kanpur, Allahabad and
Varanasi ‘in Uttar Pradesh)
had even deteriorated in 2017-
18 as compared to 2014-15.

In 2017-18, water quality at
Haridwar Barrage was clean-
est during both pre-and post-
monsoon period while it was
reported to be severely pol-

luted at different monitoring

locations in Kanpur and Va-
ranasi during the pre-mon-
soon phase.

It said “efforts must be
made to control the pollution
sothatalllocations may com-
ply with at least ‘B’ class wa-
ter quality” — it means the
river must be rejuvenated in
such a way that it could sup-
portagquaticlife.

The report is based on bio-
monitoring which is biclogical
surveillance of benthicmacro-
invertebrate (BMI) communi-
ties dwelling in fresh water
bodies. Such kind of study is
considered an effectivemethod
for assessing biological health

of aquaticecosystems. /
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Rise in sea level

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Studies on sea-
level rise in India have also
projected asharp increase in
the population at risk from
flooding due to more fre-
quent severe weather events
while warning about risk to
river systems flowing into
the Bay of Bengal.

Water demand is rising
and a Unesco report earlier
thisyear warned that central
and south India will face
high levels of deterioration
of water supply by 2050.

“The deltas of Ganga,
Krishna, Godavari, Cauvery,
and Mahanadi on the east
coastmay bethreatened, along
withirrigated land and anum-
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threatens river systems

Buses in Delhi's neighbourhood to go green’

R elhi's wheezing lungs can look forward tosome relief from
__/ February when buses plying to and from the neighbourhood —
identified as a key source of vehicular pollutioninthe NCR — will

be able to switch to clean-burning

CNG. “We are comingup witha

CNG ‘green corridor’ connecting pelhi withits neighbouring states
to reduce Delhi’s air pollution. Haridwar, Agra, Jaipurand
Chandigarh routes will be powered by buses running on CNG by
February 2019,” oil minister Dharmendra Pradhansaid on Friday.
To1 had first reported on July 13,2015, that the Centre was
developing these green CNGroad corridors over next two years, to
neighbouring destinations thatare part of Delhi'sair shed andsee
heavy bus traffic, withaview to cleaning up the NCRair. T

ber of urban and other settle-
ments that are situated in
them,” the government said,
in what reads like a doomsday
scenario for major water
sources in the Gangeticplains,
Deccan and south India.
Responding to a Parlia-

ment question on impact of
global warmingin coastalar-
eas in India due to sea-level
rise, minister of state for en-
vironment Mahesh Sharma,
in his written response, said
the projected rise may result
in coastal groundwater turn-

ing saline, endangering of
wetlands and inundation of
valuable land and coastal
communities.

He, however, said, “The
government is committed to
taking proactive steps to pro-
tect the country's coastal ar-
eas and communities.” India
has submitted the findings
andprojectionsof the Indian
National Centre for Ocean
Information Services stud-
jes with the UN climate body.

The minister also out-
lined the measures being tak-
entoprotectcoastal areas. He
said the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ) notification, 2011
and Island Protection Zone
(IPZ) notification, 2011 were
being enforced and imple-

mented by the Coastal Zone

Management Authorities
(CZMAs) of states and UTs.

Under the extant regula-
tions, the CZMAs have been
empowered to enquire into
the cases of alleged violation
and take appropriate action
under the law.

“Ag per the state of forest
report 2017, there has beena
net increase of 181 sq km in
the mangrove cover of the
country as compared to the
2015 assessment,” he said,
adding that the other sieps
taken by the governmenttar-
get protection of livelihoods
of fisher folk communities,
preservation of coastal ecol-
ogy and delineation of ero-
sion line over the entire
coastline as a part of hazard
line mapping exercise.
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Tsunami strikes Indonesia
without warning, 222 dead

There Was No Seismic Activity In Area Which Might Have Prompted An Alert, Saved Lives

Carita Beach (Indonesia):
The deadly tsunami struck in
thedark, without warning.

Atleast 222 people were kil-
led as waves smashed intohou-
ses, hotelsand otherbeachside
buildings on Saturday night
along Indonesia’s Sunda Stra-
it,inadisasterthatfollowed an
eruption and possible landsli-
de on Anak Krakatau, one of
the world’s most infamous vol-
canic islands. More than 800
were injured and dozens were
reported missing after the tsu-
nami hit coastal areas along
western Java and southern
Sumatra islands at 9.27pm (lo-
cal time) on Saturday amid a
Christmas holiday weekend,
the Disaster Management
Agency said. The death toll co-
uld increase once authorities
hear from all stricken areas.

It was the second deadly
tsunami to hit Indonesia this
year, buttheonethatkilled mo-
re than 2,500 people on the is-
land of Sulawesi on Septem-
ber 28 was accompanied by a
powerful earthquake that gave
residents a brief warning be-
fore the waves struck.

On Saturdaynight, the gro-
und did not shake beforehand
toalert peopletothe oncoming
wave that ripped buildings
from their foundations in se-
conds. Azki Kurniawan, 16, sa-
id his first warning about the
tsunami was when people
burst into the lobby of the Pat-
ra Comfort Hotel shouting,

“Seawaterrising!”

Kurniawan, who was un-
dergoing vocational training
with a group of 30 other stu-
dents, said he was confused be-
cause he had not felt a big
earthquake. He said he ran to
the parking lot to try to reach
his matarbike but discovered
it was already flooded. “Sud-
denly, a 3.3-foot wave hit me,”
he said, his eyes red and swol-
len from crying. “Twas thrown
into thefence of abuildingabo-
ut 100 feet fram the beach and
held onto the fence as strongas
I could, trying to resist the wa-
ter; whichfeltlike itwould drag
me back into the sea. I cried in
fear..."Thisisatsunami? Iwas
afraid Iwould die.”

Disaster agency spokes-
man Sutopo Purwo Nugroho
said 222 deaths had been confir-
med and at least 843 peaple we-#
re injured. Saturday’s tsunami
alsorekindled memories of the
9.1 earthquake that hit Indone-
siaonDec26,2004. It spawned a
glant tsunami off Sumatra is-
land, Killing more than 230,000
people in a dozen countries —
themajority in Indonesia. ap

222 . 843

Killed Injured
558 9
Houses Hotels

destroyed razed

Tsunami hit i‘andeu!arng, Serang and South Lampung of Indonesia on Saturday

The Trigger
underwater landslides caused by
eruption of Krakatoa volcano in
Sunda Strait. High seas from full
moon may have contributed to

350 60
Boats Restaurants
damaged collapsed

strength of waves

Anak Krakatau, or

the Child of Krakatau,
ged from the sea in
1927 fvori the legendary
Krakatoa volcano

» In August 1883, Krakatoa
underwent one of the most
violent volcanic eruptions

» Tsunamis with waves up to
135ft killed 36,000 people

» Shot a column of ash over
20 kilometres into the air

» Eruptions were equivalent
to 200 megatons of TNT —
13,000 times the nuclear
yield of bomb dropped on

en

ANGRY ‘CHILD OF KRAKATOA’ rwmi,izs ON

There is speculahnn 1hat
Edvard Munch's ‘The Scream’
may have actually beena
rendering of what he saw

in Narway following the
eruption of Krakatoa

Hiroshima in 1945
» Explosions were heard in
Australia and up to 4,500km
away near Mauritius

» Cloud of ash plunged area
into darkness for 2 days i
» Dust gave rise to
spectacular sunsets and
sunrises around the world
» World temp dropped by
more than 1 degree Celsius
» Volcanic island virtually
disappeared

Anak Krakatoa has been
growing and in recent weeks
has been erupting frequently

How Tsunami May Have
Been Caused | When
volcanoes erupt, hot magma
pushes underground and can
break rock;, triggering undersea .}
landslides. This causes tsunanl'

Crowd screams as rock band sWept away

Jakarta: Partygoers screa-
med as tsunami waves smas-
hed into a beachside concert
in Indonesia, sending band
members tumbling off a col-
lapsing stage, dramatic video
footage showed on Sunday.
Some 200 employees of
state electricity utility Peru-
sahaan Listrik Negara (PLN)
and family members had gat-
hered at the Tanjung Lesung
beach for an end-of-year par-
ty when the tsunami struck.
Video footage shared on
social media showed party-
goers enjoying the music and

then screaming as the waves
crashed into the stage. The
band, Seventeen, was playing
its second song of a set when
the wave burst through a
backdrop behind the stage,
crashed into the drummer,
his drum set and the rest of
the musicians, and swept the

. stage into the audience.

“Underwater I could only
pray ‘Jesus Christ helpl”
Zack, a crew member of Se-
venteen, said in an Instagram
postdescribing how he strugg-
led in the water. “In the final
seconds I almost ran out of

breath,” he said, adding he
survived by clinging to part of
the collapsed stage. .

Atleast 220 people werekil-
led and hundreds injured by
the tsunami and the toll is ex-
pected torise. Among thedead
were four members of Spven-
teen — bassist M Awal “Bani”
Purbani, road manager Oki
Wijaya, guitarist Herman Si-
kumbang and crew member
Ujang, the band said.

The band’s drummer was
missing. “Lost Bani and our
road manager OKki,” lead sing-
er Riefian' “Ifan” Fajarsyah

told followers in a tearful vi-
deo message on his Instagram
account. Fajarsyah added that
his wife was also missing.
PLN said 29 employees and
relatives had died and 13 were
missing, Survivors were trea-
ted at clinics but could not re-
turn to Jakarta because road
access was blocked, Yulia Di-
an, a manager for the band in
Jakarta, said. “We wereshock-
ed because a lot of the people
who went there took their fa-
milies,” Dian said, noting the
band had been due toreturn to
Jakartaon Sunday. acencies




