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Arunachal safe. as China: rlver
barrler breaches: again u« e

i SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

_ GUWAHATI

i The Disaster Management
' Department -in ‘Arunachal
: Pradesh on Wednesday
i marked the central part of
: the State safe after water
i: from Tibet’s Yarlung Tsang-
: poriver over-topped a land-
: slide-induced barrier in the
* morning and started flowing
: downstream.

: Landslide in Milin :

- A landslide in the Milin sec-
& tion of the river had created
¢ al7 km barrier at1la.m. on
: October 29, temporarily
¢ blocking the flow of :water
: towards Arunachal Pradesh.
= Alandslide of bigger intensi-
%' tyin the same section on Oc-

tober17 had created a 3 5km
barrier.

The Yarlung' Tsangpo be-
comes the Siang after enter-
ing India and flows through
three districts of Arunachal
Pradesh - Upper Siang,
Siang and East Siang — be-
fore meeting two other riv-
‘ers to form the Brahmaputra
in Assam downstream. .

‘Water over-topping

“We received information
from China via the Central
Water Commission that the
accumulated water began

~over-topping the Milin sec-
_ tion barrier-at 9.30 a.m. The
“water reached Tuting in Up-

per Siang-at 5.55 p.m. and is
likely to reach Pasighat {on

1 7 km landshde-mduced bamer created says official -

Arunacha] Pradesh-Assam

border) at 3 a.m. on Thurs-
day,” said Bidol Tayeng, Aru-
nachal Pradesh . Disaster
Management - Department

secretary.

Ssecondbreach
Mr. Tayeng said that the
force and volume of the wa-

‘ter were less than that on Oc-
‘tober 19 when the barrier
“formed on Yarlung Tsangpo

13 days ago had breached.
However, the heads of the

. districts through which the

Siang river meanders have
been asked to ensure people
do not venture out to the riv-

er for any purpose until the

flow of water becomes nor-
mal.
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China again alerts
India about possible
Brahmaputra floods

Bhaq irat h(Encrhsh)& Publicity Section, Cwe, THE ECONMIC TIMES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Newy Delhi, October 31

FOR THE SECOND time in a fortnight,
China has alerted India of a possible
flood-like situation in the Brahmaputra
river in Arunachal Pradesh after a land-

slide blocked water upstream in Tibet, a
senior water resources ministry official
said on Wednesday.

The alert of a landslide and subse-
quent formation of an artificial lake
was given to India late on Monday
evening separately through diplo-
matic channels and the mechanism
under which China shares hydrological
data on the Brahmaputra, the official
added.

“As per latest information received
from ##Chinese side, the estimated
blocked water storage volume at land-
slide location (#Milin Section of
#Yarlung #Zangpo in #Chinese Terri-
tory)at 6.30 hrs1ST(9 hrs Chinese time)
on 31stOct 2018is 337 MCM,"the Cen-
tral Water Commission tweeted.

On Octaober17,China had communi-
cated to Indiaabout alandslide nearJiala
village in Milin county in the lower
ranges of the Yarlung Tsangpo river in
Tibet, which led to the formation of an
artificial lake.

As the water started breaching
the lake, the districts along the Brahma-
putra river in Arunachal Pradesh were
put on high alert for pessible flash
floods.

The Yarlung Tsangpo, as it is referred

i}

The alert of a landslide and
subsequent formation of an
artificial lake was given to India on
Monday evening through
diplomatic channels and the
mechanism under which China
shares hydrological data on the
Brahmaputra

to by China, is known as the Siang in
Arunachal Pradesh and the Brahmapu-
tra afterit reaches Assam.

“This time the landside occurred at
the same place and has again led to cre-
ation of an artificial lake, which has now
started breaching. However, the situa-
tionisnotgraveasitwasa fortnlght ago,”
he said.

From May, China resumed sharing
hydrological data on the Brahmaputra
and Sutlej rivers.

In April, the two sides had signed an
agreement to share data on the Brahma-
putraand Sutlej.

For the Brahmaputra river, data was
shared by China from May 15, while it
started sharing data for the Sutlej from
June 1 until October 15.

However, the two recent events have
taken place after the data-sharing period
was over.

“The agreementalso states that data
has to be shared in case of an emergency
and they (China) have done that” the
official added.

Tran
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Draft bill on Ganga: Armed

corps for
I'p 41147

Jayashree Nandi
= letlers@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The draft National
River Ganga Bill 2018 has pro-
posed the settingup of an armed
‘Ganga Protection Corps’, with
the powers to arrest offenders
‘who pollute it, to keep the river
clean and help in its rejuvena-
tion, according to government
documents and people familiar
with the matter.

Thecorps willberaised by the
ministry of home affairs as
demanded by the National Ganga
Council, which is a panel of five
experts with powers to issue
directions on closure or regula-
tion ofindustry and the construc-
tionofdams and otherstructures
thataffectcontinuousflowinthe
river, and to stop any activity
causing pollution.

The Centre sharedacopy ofthe

» draftbill, a copy of which is with

: Hindustan Times, withenviron-

i entalist GD Agarwal days

i ypre he died while on hunger

i ‘befeonOctober11, Thebillaims
stril

PUNISHABLE OFFENCES
UNDER THE GANGA ACT
INCLUDE SPOILING OR

DEFACING GHATS OR

STAIRS OR THROWING
ANY "OFFENSIVE

torejuvenate Gangatoits “pris-
tine stageand ensureitsuninter-
rupted flow”.

UP Singh, secretary, ministry
of water resources, confirmed
that the draft has been sent for
interministerial eirculation. “It
will be finalised after all minis-
tries have seen it,” he said.
According to the draft bill, the
armed personnel will have pow-
ers to “arrest (offenders), take
himorherin custody, or take him
or her to the nearest police sta-
tion”. Thelonglistof offencesand
penalties punishable under the
Ganga Act include spoiling or

- defacingghatsor stairsor throw-

protection of river

ingany “offensivematter”inthe
river. Other offences include
stone quarrying, commercial
fishing without permission,
deforesting hill slopes or other
sensitive areas, withdrawing
groundwater for organised con-
sumption threugh tube wells or
industrial needs, among many
others. These offences are pun-
ishable with imprisonmentupto
two years or fine of up to ¥50,000.
The offences and penalties
come under the draft National
River Ganga Bill 2018. The bill
saysthe Centre will take control
of management, regulation and
development of the Ganga, and
gives it the status of a national
river. The bill declares thatthe
Centre will take control of the
management, regulation and
development of Ganga as the
river is of unique importance
““ascribed to faith and reasons
that are geographical, historical,
sociocultural and economic is
hereby given the status of a
nationalriver.” ;
' CONTINUEDONPS

—(?a_nga HT- \l \

A contentious clause, section
54 of the bill on offences by com-
panies, states that ifan offenceis
committed by a company, every
person whoin charge ofthe com-
Pany whenthe offenceis commit-
ted and the company will be
deemed guilty. But if the
in-chargeisabletoprove thatthe
offence was committed without
| hisor her knowledgeorthat they
exercised due diligence to pre-
vent the offence, they will not be
punished undertheact.

“Section 54 first strongly puts
the onusofthose heading opera-
tions and activities of companies
thatare damagingtheriver. But
then promptly adds a protective
clause by saying that action will
not be taken if the offence was
taken without his or her knowl-
edge. Heads of companieshaveto
be made liable for inaction and
illegalities,” said Kanchi Kohli,
legalresearcherat the Centre for
Policy Research ( CPR).

She added that all rivers need
attention. “Such proactive meas-
uresshouldapply toallrivers and
river basins whether regarded
sacred by a specific religion or
not. One more authority mi ght
notbeabletodoaway withallthe
problems existing legal frame-
works face when it comes to
ensuringenvironmentaljustice,
Thisincludes corruption, impu-
nity and complete disregard for
thelawsoftheland.”

“Themajorissuesare building
barragesand diverting flow of the

-\n'ver, dredging to make way for
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Teven as the main crux of
ihe NDA government's
'['lugs-x}up . programme

ahmml Mission of ‘Clean
Ganga' + ‘or . SNameami
Gange' has been on, con-
struction of ghats and set-
{ing up of sewerage treat-
ment - plants (S’l’l’s) to
decongest the holy river-of
indastrial -waste, -the
Centre is now also keen o

-and setting up STPs
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enswe {hat there is regu-

Jar flow-of water in it (the

soliriguet coined is Avira)
Ganga’) and conservation
of biodiversity in it,
During ‘a racent review
of the progress of ihe
entire- scheme by Prime

‘Minister Narendra Modi,

it “was emphasised that
while® cleaning of ghats
are
imporfant components of

~the scheme, ensuring con-

stant flow of ‘water in the

# 1t is important fo
ensure that judi-
cious distribution of .
Ganga water is done

river — gothat it can con-
tinue to remain a major

source-of drinking water-

for-millions of towns and
cities located alongside its
shores = is also hmpor-
{ant; The: NDA  govern- -
ment has therefore made
Avivals Ganga’ ‘an impor-

800 documented =t Bnamf ‘hf‘:nqhsm& Publicity Section, cwe. THE ECONMIIC TIMES

o

Asian Age, Delhi

Centre to ensure constant water flow in Ganga

tant part of the Namani
Gange programme, highly
placed sources aware of
the development said.,

Ina presentation made
before the PM, the Water
Resources. Ministry - is
learnt to have underlined

these aspucts forlong term:

conservation of the river,
sources further ifformed.

Mr Modi, who reviewed
the sclieme last weel, was
informed by the ministry

i

officials that -owing 1o

distribution

diversion of water' for
industrial purposes and
construction of barrages,

the metual requirement of
‘Ganga waler needed for
drinking purposes gels
adversely affceted - and
leads to scarcity.

Ttis themfm'e Important
fo enswe that judicious
of Ganga

is ~done S0
requirements. of
man - are

water
that
the : common

‘not affected.
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- Northeast monsoon = {_
' brings rain to Chennai
CHENNAI 3 3
' As the northeast monsoon
inched closer to coastal areas,
- several areas in Chennai
received intermittent spells
of rainfall since Wednesday
* morning. The monsoonis =
likely o bring rains in the
coastal areas initially which
" would then spread to other
_parts of Tamil Nadu by Friday.
i Atrough of low pressure
* from southwest Bay of
« Bengal to westcentral Bay of
| Bengal off south Andhra
. Pradesh coast persists.




