
M-75075/338/2020-ESTT-IV
Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti

Department of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
Central Water Commission

****

03rd Floor(S), Sewa Bhawan,
R. K. Puram, New Delhi-110066

Dated the 20th November, 2020
 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
 

Subject:               Timely submission of counter affidavits/ replies in 
Court                                  -regarding.
 
               
               The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of an email
dated  11.11.2020  received  from  FM  Section,  DoWR,  RD  &  GR  forwarding
therewith  a  letter  No.  Z-17013/2/2019-FM  Section  dated  10.11.2020  as
received from Flood Management Wing, DoWR, RD & GR enclosing a copy of
D.O.  Letter  No.  J-12/2/2016-Judl.  dated  09.05.2016  and  D.O.  Letter  No.
35(1)/2015-Judl.  dated  27.08.2015 from the  Secretary,  Department  of  Legal
Affairs,Ministry of Law & Justice on the subject cited above for compliance.
 
2.            It is requested that the replies/counter affidavits may kindly be filed in
time in the Court. It is further requested that the court case files in physical
form  along  with  e-files  may  kindly  be  sent  well  before  the  date  of
hearing to  avoid  any  delay  in  filing  the  counter  affidavits/replies.  It  is,
therefore,  once  again  reiterated  that  the  court  case  files  should  be  sent
invariably at least two weeks before  the scheduled date of hearing.
 
Enclosures: As Above
 

 
 
 
 

(R. K. Balamurugan)
Under Secretary (E IV)
Tel No 011 29583302

Email estt4@nic..in
 
 
 

To
 
1.U.S./S.O/-E-I, II, III, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, O&M, CM&V, 
APAR Sections, CWC
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2.Chief Engineers, B&BBO, Shillong / C&SRO, Coimbatore / NWA, Pune / IBO, 
Chandigarh /KGBO, Hyderabad / LGBO, Patna / M&ERO, Bhubaneshwar / M(C)O,
Nagpur / M(S)O, Bengaluru / NBO, Bhopal / N&TBO, Gandhinagar / TBO, Silliguri
/UGBO, Lucknow / YBO,New Delhi (by email).
3.Director, RMCD, CWC (with request to pursue the matter in respect of all the 
Chief Engineers of Field offices of CWC).
4.Director, WP&P/D&R(C), CWC.
5.Director, RD Directorate, CWC.
6.Director, PCP Directorate, CWC.
7.Accounts Officer, A/Cs, CWC
8.S.E. Planning Circle, Faridabad, CWC (by email).
 
Copy for kind information to:
 
  P.P.S. to Chief Engineer (HRM), CWC
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Digitally signed by
R.K.BALAMURUGAN
Date: 2020.11.20 16:51:07 IST

Signature Not Verified



From: "SO FM DoWR RD and GR MoJS" <er-mowr@nic.in>
To: "Chairman cwc" <chairman-cwc@nic.in>
Cc: "D. K. Jena" <sjcfm4-mowr@gov.in>
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 10:51:17 AM
Subject: Timely submission of counter affidavits / replies in Court - regarding.

Sir,
Please find enclosed attachment on the above mentioned subject for  further necessary action.

Yours faithfully,

Section Officer (FM)
D/o Water Resources, RD & GR,
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
8th Floor, Block-11,
CGO Complex, New Delhi
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Fi le No.Z-1 701 31212019 -FM Section 90
u4080,,v2020

URGENT
Court Matter

By Soeed Post
fil{d S{-+R/ Government of lndia

q-o qrFd a-drilql Ministry of Jal Shakti

dil Ti1gltrdT, a.ft. (Iti ri.i. fre{rJl/ Department of Water Resources, RD & cR

FrO mitra g;tr / Flood Management Wing)

8Eiild, cdm'-11, ffi:n++-*+*, eilrfii-s, a$frrfi1
8th Floor, Block-'l 1, CGO Complex, Lodhi Rogd, New Delhi - 03

datedloD November, 2020
To

The Chairman,
Central Water Commission,
Sewa Bhawan, R.K. Puram,
New Delhi-1 10066

Subject: Timely submission of counter affidavits/ replies in Court -regarding.

Sir,
Kindly find the enclosed D.O. letters No. J-121212016-Judt. dated 09.06.2016 and

No. 35 (l )/201S-Judl. dated 27 .08.2015 of secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of
Law & Justice on the above subject wherein it is requested to file the replies/ counter
affidavits in time in the Court.

It is brought to your kind notice that in some recent cases, the counter affidavits/
replies for vetting were submitted to this office 1 or 2 days before the scheduled date of
hearing through e-offlce. The department of Legal Affairs (DoLA) has requested to send the
court case files physically at least 2 weeks before the scheduled date of hearing.

Accordingly, I am directed to request you to direct the concerned officials to send the
court case files in physical form along with e-files well before the date of hearing to
avoid any delay in flling the counter affidavits/ replies.

Encl.: As Above

Sr. Joint Commissioner-lV (FM)
I el.: 01 1 -24392095/ Fax: 21 43627 80

e-mail : sjcfm4-mowr@gov.in

Copy for information to:-

Sr. PPS to Secretary, DoWR, RD & GR,
Delhi.

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shram Shakti Bhawan, New
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665209/2020/FM Serlon

ir Em ree}x
qhq

P. l(. Malhotra
secretary

ill{f, {i?sT{
fnft $frr qrq r{rrd{

fnfi ilId fu{r4
GOVE$TJIEXTOF IHDIA

rfiNlsTRY OF TAts'E JI,STICE
DEEARTT€ilI OF LEGAT AFFAIRS

August 27. 2015

D.O, No.35(l M20lSJudl.

Dear Socretary,

It has been brought to my notics by lie fiord offices of Ministry of Law and
Justice and by Govemment counsels agpearing on behalf ol Union of lndia in
various courts / Tribunals that many a lime lhe reply / counter-affidavils are not
filed in the court within the time granted by the court causing inconvenience to the
court, dehy in proceedings and unnecessary embarrassment to the Government.
of hte, courts have been taking serious vial of clehy in filing / counter-affdavits
and imposing fleavy cost to be recovered frorn the officer concemed.

one such case pertaining to Ministry or Environment and Foresrs came
before the Bench of Hon'ble chief Justice of Madras High court in which rhe
Hon'ble court has taken a serious view in the matter and passed order as under:-

"L6arnad Asslslanl Soticitor aeneral seeks additionat time ta fib ha
crunret^affdaviL rhrs is nor the onry mdfter where wo are facad with this
position i-e. counrer-afridavrs not being rired in time. crospito rime period
being g{anted as requesred by the Ld Govemment pteaders lu the
Csalral Govemment. Wethar r{ is s* weeJ<s or eight weeks, whatever
time we grant, in every case,,ter€ ,s s€cond reguest made for liling lha
counrer'aflidavit. causing inconvenience ro cowt, delay in proceadingi and
unnecessary embaffassment even to the Law Offrc*,rs. fiis issue needs
to be set right.

2 We aro given lo understand tt:/a! anco a matter pertains to a
parlhular Ministry, Nodat atric$ of that Mintstry is expected to cootdinato
the mattet. Thus, is staled thar the Law ttrit islty realy does na! hotd the
mafier o,rce it ts entrusted to the Ministry concemed.

3. We ca upon lhe Law Secrelary lo took into the matter for lhe
putwse or ensuring a befie( c@dinalb, and pltt rhe ofricers concemed ro
notice lhat lhis Courl wwld havo no olher opli t, but to impose exemplary
costs for the c,otay in fili,g the caunler_atfdavits aN thal cogs witd te
rocovered from tho officar @nemed ld nol ensunng the affidavits being
fited in time. we want ro emphasize rhat lhe dare oi fiting ot rne afriaaiit
mud be complied with and not lbat it is produccd on the date ol hedring.

CoNd.A-



4. As a last chanc€, t1/e granl lour weeks' timo b fla the counter

aflidavil.Thereaf,eritwiltbetdkenonrecardonlysubjecllothedepoatof
cosls of Rs.lO,AW' b be ro.overed lrom lhe offtcer ancemed and the

Recovery Cedif,csle be also filed'

5. Ro'ioinder, it any,be liled within two waeks thereaflar'

6. Lisrot, 18.8.2015"

ThisDepartmenthasbeenissuinginstructionsfromtimetotimethat
the Nodal officers of the Ministry / Department should stay in touch with the

Govemment counsel for proper handling of the matter. such coordination

with ihe Government counsel will surely help in reducing delay in filing of

reply I counter-afftlavits.

lshallbegratefulifyoucansensltizeyourofiicersthatcourtcases
are properly monitored and replies are filed on trme to avoid passing of

such orcteri in future. lf any oflicer is found negligent in handling court

matters, the adminisrative Ministry may consider taking appropriate action

against him in accordance with the rules'

lshallbegratefuliftheseinstruc{ionscanbebroughttothenoticeof
all Oepartrnents I PSUS undsr your administrative control'

V$th regarcts,

Yours sincerely.
l

F-,,
(P.K. Malhotra)

Al, Secrelanes to the Govemmenl of lndia'
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